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A Shepherd of Simplicity and Love
Rev. Dr. George Thomas Kallunkal OIC

Sr. Alphonsa 0SS

Some lives shine so brightly that their memory remains a blessing forever. Our beloved
Rev. Dr. George Thomas was one such person—a man of wisdom, humility, and boundless love.
His life was not measured by titles or positions, but by the kindness he shared and the hope he
gave to everyone he met.

From his early days, he showed a thirst for knowledge. He studied deeply, gaining wisdom
in Scripture, theology, and human life itself. People often said, “He knows everything.” Yet what
made him special was not just his knowledge, but his simplicity. He wore learning like a lamp
that gave light to others, never as a crown for himself.

He was always close to the people. His door and his heart were open to everyone - children,
youth, families, the sick, and the elderly. He listened with patience, comforted those in sorrow,
and encouraged those in doubt. He never looked at wealth, status, or background; for him,
every person was a child of God, worthy of love and care.

In his journey, he was entrusted with many great responsibilities. He served as a guide, a
Provincial, a Superior General, and held many other leadership roles. These positions could
have made him distant or proud, but instead, they made him even more humble. For him,
leadership meant service. He guided others with gentleness, inspired them with his example,
and led with a servant’s heart.

He was also a man of prayer. His strength came from his closeness to God, and that
spiritual depth gave him the power to face challenges with calmness. His words were always
filled with positivity. Even in difficult times, he would remind everyone, “God is with us - there
is always hope.”

He was loved not only for what he did but for who he was. His kindness, his laughter, his
encouragement, and his humility touched countless lives. To the rich and the poor; to the strong
and the weak, he was the same—a true father and friend.

Though he has left this earthly life, his spirit continues to inspire us. We remember him
not with sorrow but with gratitude—for the way he lived, the love he shared, and the hope he
planted in our hearts. He has gone to his eternal rest, but his light will continue to shine through
the many lives he touched.

As we look back on his life, we are reminded that true greatness lies not in power or
position, but in simplicity, service, and love. Our beloved priest lived this truth every day, and
his legacy will remain a guiding star for all who knew him. PY
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