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Rev. Fr. Givergis O.I.C,,
The forerunner of Re-Union Movement

(Mr. M.J. George is beloved

nephew of Fr. Givergis)
M. J. George

L.

Late Fr. Givergis was the forerunner of the historic Re-union
Movement, the movement which was initiated and organized by the late
Mar Ivanios to bring back the Catholics separated by Schism in Kerala.
Prior to this movement Fr.Givergis was reunited to the Catholic church
from the Jacobite church (the separated group) on a fine morning quite
dramatically and to the surprise of everyone around. Subsequently some
Bishops and others of the Jacobite church went even to the extent of
branding him as a madman. But undaunted Fr. Givergis was praying
incessantly until the Re-union Movement came in to existence under the
leadership of the late Mar Ivanios. Paradoxically after the commencement
of the Re-union Movement the very individuals who opposed and
criticized Fr.Givergis vehemently for his re-union with the Catholic church
became prominent advocates and promoters of the Re-union Movement.
And Fr. Givergis simply went in to oblivion. He however was least
concerned about name and fame. Real sign of a saintly man. But
historically and in reality Fr. Givergis is undoubtedly the forerunner of
the Re-union Movement. It is very regrettable that no one seems to
have brought this truth to light. There were many eulogies during his
burial service held on 11 Jan.1991 in Bethany Ashram chapel at
Nalanchira. But unfortunately no one spoke of this most salient feature
of his life.

Fr.Givergis' realm of unity was not confined to the newly originated
Catholic church of Syro-Malankara rite... After a period of time there
arose a constant strife between Catholic churches of different rites atleast
in some parts of Kerala. Fr.Givergis abhorred it from the bottom of his
heart as he found it was endangering the real solidarity and unity of the
Catholic Church, which he professed when he was reunited to it.
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He boldly and secretly approached the higher Hierarchy to bring an end
to this unending and ever increasing strife. He certainly would have been
praying for this noble cause until his death on 10 January 1991. His
efforts have really borne fruit today. Such strife has now almost completely
vanished. Unity among Catholic churches of the three rites in Kerala is
very much pronounced and exhibited in the Way of the cross made
jointly by Bishops, Priests, Sisters and the Faithful of these rites in
Trivandrum on Good Friday. Such a Service was even unimaginable about
thirty years ago.

If Fr Givergis was an open crusader for re-union of all the
Schismatics in Kerala, he was a silent campaigner for unity within the
Catholic Church in Kerala.

Reunion of Fr Givergis with the Catholic church was quite
comprehensive and uncompromising. He was deeply convinced that his
re-union was with the Universal Catholic church. So much so ever after
his reunion he imbibed all the devotional practices of the Universal
Catholic church. He was exstremely active and strikingly fervent in the
parochial mission he was entrusted with first at Thiruvalla, then at
Chengannoor. He cultivated a deep devotion to Blessed sacrament. He
used to conduct hours of continuous adoration to the exposed Blessed
Sacrament during feast days, a typical devotion existing in the Universal
Catholic church. For this adoration he would arrange to put up thatched
shed almost encircling the church so that many could participate in the
adoration. On those days the Faithful would come walking even from
Kallooppara to participate in the feast ceremonies like adoration to the
Blessed Sacrament, long processions, Holy Mass etc. If anyone whether
young or old found breaching silence or lacking veneration during the
adoration and procession, he would mercilessly beat them with a stick,
which easily brings to our mind what we read in the Holy Gospel about
Jesus driving off the crowd from the temple in Jerusalem, which was
converted in to a market place by Jewish leaders It is zeal for your
house that has consumed me (Psalm 69:9).

Today's church of Syro-Malankara rite seems to be more inclined
to retain rituals and practices of the Jacobite church and to fight shy of
devotional practices of the Universal Catholic church.
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We have saints in churches both of Latin and Syro-Malabar rites.
But none in that of Syro-Malankara rite. It is not unlikely that Fr. Givergis
may be filling this vacuum. The writer of these lines is one of the dearest
nephews of Fr. Givergis and one of those most associated with him
when he was alive. | have been experiencing some sort of miracles when
| visit his tomb to pray to Fr.Givergis with certain special intentions. Quite
surprisingly favours on these intentions have been granted. Once | prayed
to him that a miracle might be wrought in a case as it was almost
impossible to happen and the real miracle did happen just as | prayed.
Nevertheless | keep some reservation in this regard and would not like
to disclose at this point these miraculous experiences | had. | need much
clearer indication that Fr. Givergis is able to work miracles and am waiting
for more experiences. According to Catholic theology/ teaching the dead,
who are destined to heaven but are not fully pure, cannot go straight to
heaven. They have to be fully purified before they can enter heaven. This
purification is done in purgatory. Souls in purgatory cannot merit any
Grace by themselves. But people on earth can pray and offer sacrifices
for these souls so that their purification time in purgatory may be reduced.
These souls who are potential saints can obtain favours for us from
God. It is on the basis of this teaching of the Catholic church that | and
many a time with my family go occasionally to the tomb of Fr. Givergis
both to pray for him and to pray to him for some favours.

Though Fr. Givergis looked a critic during his life (ref.action taken
by him in connection with strife existed among Catholics of different
rites in Kerala) he was undoubtedly a very orthodox Catholic.
Submissiveness to the spiritual authority is the most typical characteristic
of an orthodox Catholic. It is lack of this submissiveness which gave rise
to Schism and Protestantism. Fr. Givergis was very submissive to the
core whether it be to his superiors or church Hierarchy. | learnt this from
my close association with him. And above all as far as | know he was
very faithful to the three vows he made as a member of the Order of the
Imitation of Christ; vows of chastity, obedience and poverty. His practice
of vow of poverty was very striking and exemplary as his contemporary
members of O.I.C. would agree with me. One day when | entered his
room with some of my relations, | found him to my surprise in tatters
literally a real embodiment of poverty.

————o
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