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Message

“The Church is not so much something we inherit from generations past
or take over from our predecessors as it is something on loan to us for
future generations!” In order to have a clear picture we need to know
the past, mold the present and plan for the future.

The history of the Church in Kerala goes back to the era of Christianity
itself. Even though we do not have written documents of the early
centuries, we have very strong traditions and liturgical texts in this regard.
We do have documented historical facts from the 16™ century onwards.

Biased presentations always mislead people. The subsequent “tremors”
that followed after the Coonan Cross Oath that inflicted deep wounds in
the body of Christ, still haunts all the seekers of the Truth. The prayer of
Our Lord that “all may become one” (Jn. 17/21) is still a “voice in the
wilderness” (Lk. 3/4).

“The Truth will make you free” (Jn. 8/32). Rev. Fr. Idicula Pandiyath
analyses the history of the division in the Syriac Church in India and the
events that followed. He has made devoted, diligent and fair minded
efforts in analyzing the period with the balanced outlook of a historian.
His spirit of enquiry and presentation skill is worth mentioning here. [ am
sure this “Kerala Suriyani Sabhayile Pilarpum Ananthara
Sambhavagalum” will offer many a chance for critical study of the
historical facts of the Church in Kerala, especially, since the Coonan
Cross Oath.

I congratulate Rev. Fr. Idicula Pandiyath for his efforts and wish every
success and wholeheartedly present this book to the public.

Yours Sincerely in Our Lord,
Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom

Bishop of Pathanamthitta
10th October, 2012.
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