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Your task for this paper is to reconstruct and explain an argument by Hobbes and to discuss this argument by laying out and considering ONE criticism of the argument. Please choose from the prompts below. Your paper should be about 5 pp. long, typed and double-spaced (1200-1500 words). 
The prompt is:
· In chapter 13 of the Leviathan, Hobbes argues that what he calls the “natural condition of mankind” is a condition of “war of everyone against everyone.“ Set out, as carefully as you can, Hobbes’s argument for this claim. Then, explain and discuss what you take to be the most challenging criticism of the argument, and consider how Hobbes might defend his argument against the criticism. 
· Notes: 
· - Work with the text: To write a good paper, you need to engage with the relevant text in detail. Take time to read it carefully in light of the question you are discussing. Make sure you understand how what an authors says in a particular place relates to the rest of their argument. As you reconstruct the argument, provide evidence from the text to support your interpretation. 
· - Consider the argument: In this paper, you should be discussing an argument. In other words, you should be thinking about what reasons or support (premises) an author offers for their conclusion. In the first part, the goal is to reconstruct the 
· argument as charitably as you can. In the second part, assess how well the argument supports the conclusion. Consider, for example, whether one of the premises is false or questionable; or whether the premises, even if true, adequately support the conclusion. 
· - Focus your discussion: A good paper will focus on ONE argument, explaining carefully each premise and step that the argument makes. You should not try to offer a summary of the whole text and/or try to cram in as many considerations as you can. Similarly, consider just ONE criticism, explain it carefully and consider it in as much depth as you can in the space provide. 
· - No secondary sources: Please do not use secondary sources. The purpose of this assignment is for you to engage with the text and the questions that it raises. While all of the writing has to be your own, it’s always a good idea to talk to others about the topic, the argument and your criticism. 

