Guidelines for Research Topic Selection in BSN 435

The purpose of this document is to provide clear guidelines regarding topic selection for all research-related assignments in this course. To ensure that learners explore current and innovative areas in nursing research, we are asking that learners refrain from using the topics listed below.
Research Topics Learners are Discouraged from Using
The following topics are considered over-researched and will not be accepted for any assignment in this course. Any use of these topics could result in the assignment being returned for a new topic selection, and late penalties may apply. In the case of the Hallmark paper where no late assignment grace period is allowed, point deductions may ensue. The following topics are strongly discouraged …
Falls
Nurse burnout
Handwashing
Medication errors

Note: Previous Capstone topics you have used at Nightingale, i.e., BSN 355 etc., are prohibited according to the guidelines on self-plagiarism. Please see page 47 of the college catalog.
Topic Continuity Requirement
Once a learner selects an approved research topic, that topic must be used consistently across all course assignments, including the three research process papers in weeks 5, 7, and 9, and Hallmark papers. Changing topics in mid-course is not permitted unless exceptional circumstances apply, and the instructor grants written approval.
Rationale for Guidelines
The intent of these guidelines is to encourage learners to pursue relevant and emerging areas in nursing research, foster originality, and develop deeper expertise in a single research area over the duration of the course. Avoiding overused topics ensures that learners are contributing to the evolving body of nursing knowledge.
