AP Euro Long Essay
	The Long Essay on the AP Euro test will account for 15% of your AP score.  You will be given a choice betweenn three essay prompts which deal with the years 1450-1700, 1648-1914, or 1815-2001. The long essay will require students to use the historical reasoning skills to frame their argument. The long essay questions will focus on the same reasoning skill but apply them to different periods. You will have 40 minutes for this section of the test. The Long Essay has several key points to consider:

Contextualization: 0-1 point
· To earn this point you have to relate the topic of the prompt to broader historical events, developments, or processes that occur before, during, or continue after the time frame of the question
· You have to expound on this! You can’t just reference context in a sentence or a brief reference. 
Thesis Statement:  0-1 point
· Your essay must present a thesis that makes a historically defensible claim and responds to all parts of the question.  The thesis must consist of one or more sentences located in one place, either in the introduction or the conclusion.
· You must have a solid thesis that addresses all parts of the question. You cannot simply restate the question.  
· A thesis must take a stance…you must make an argument when answering the question.  
Analysis and Reasoning:   0-2 points (must earn 1 to get 2)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]You will be asked to apply one of the three HTS on the Long Essay:  Continuity and Change Over Time, Compare and Contrast, or Historical Causation.
· You must use that historical reasoning skill to frame or structure your argument that addresses the prompt. This will get you the first point. 
· You must not only structure your argument, but use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the question. This is what gets you the second point. You can do this in a variety of ways, such as:
1. Explain the issue by analyzing multiple variables. Show why it is a nuanced issue.
2. Explain both the similarity and difference between issues, people, events, etc. 
3. Explain both continuity AND change
4. Explain multiple causes OR multiple causes and effects
5. Explain connections within and across periods
6. Corroborating (support) an argument by describing multiple perspectives across themes (the old synthesis)
7. Modifying an argument by considering diverse or alternative views/evidence
Argument Development/Using Evidence:  0-2 points (must earn 1 to get 2)
· 1 point – addresses the topic of the question with specific examples of relevant evidence. You must identify two or more specific historical examples of evidence. 
· 1 point – Utilizes specific examples of evidence to fully and effectively substantiate the stated thesis or a relevant argument.
· To fully and effectively substantiate the stated thesis or a relevant argument, responses must include a broad range of evidence that, through analysis and explanation, justifies the stated thesis or a relevant argument.  
· You must support your argument with substantial historical evidence.


[bookmark: Periodization]























































































































Long Essay Planning Chart				Name: 					
Prompt:


Thesis (Thesis responds to all parts of the prompt with a historically defensible thesis/claim that establishes your basic argument; Thesis does more than restate the question; Thesis is well organized and written; Uses a qualitative adjective)
Context (Clearly establishes the time period addressed in this essay (about a 40 year span; Effectively explains the broader historical events, developments or processes within the United States in this time period and connects it to the topic of the essay;  Should be multiple sentences)
· H o o k  
· O c c a s s i o n  
· T h e m e
· T e m p e r t u r e

Evidence (Somewhat well organized and written essay; Addresses the topic of the question with specific examples of evidence relevant to the topic of the prompt; Uses specific examples of evidence to fully and effectively argue the stated thesis)
1. 
· Linkage  
2. 
· Linkage 
3. 
· Linkage 

Historical Thinking Skill (Uses Historical Thinking Skill to frame an argument that fully addresses the prompt)
	Continuity & Change

Same                            Different







	Causation








	Comparison







Complexity of the Argument (Synthesis)
	· Well-organized and written essay
· Develops and supports a cohesive argument that is the focus of the prompt and recognizes and accounts for historical complexity 
· Should be multiple sentences (four or more)
· May use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the question.  This may be demonstrated by:
· Explaining both similarity and difference, continuity and change, multiple causes, cause and effect
· Qualifying an argument by considering diverse views or evidence (ex. An exceptions paragraph)
· Corroborate or qualify your argument with multiple perspectives
· Explaining relevant connections across time



