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Prompt:



Thesis (Thesis responds to all parts of the prompt with a historically defensible thesis/claim that establishes your basic argument; Thesis does more than restate the question; Thesis is well organized and written; Uses a qualitative adjective)
Context (Clearly establishes the time period addressed in this essay (about a 40 year span; Effectively explains the broader historical events, developments or processes within the United States in this time period and connects it to the topic of the essay;  Should be multiple sentences)
· H o o k  
· O c c a s s i o n  
· T h e m e
· T e m p e r t u r e


Evidence (Somewhat well organized and written essay; Addresses the topic of the question with specific examples of evidence relevant to the topic of the prompt; Uses specific examples of evidence to fully and effectively argue the stated thesis)
1. 
· Linkage  
2. 
· Linkage 
3. 
· Linkage 


Historical Thinking Skill (Uses Historical Thinking Skill to frame an argument that fully addresses the prompt)
	Continuity & Change

Same                            Different







	Causation








	Comparison




Complexity of the Argument (Synthesis)
	· Well-organized and written essay
· Develops and supports a cohesive argument that is the focus of the prompt and recognizes and accounts for historical complexity 
· Should be multiple sentences (four or more)
· May use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the question.  This may be demonstrated by:
· Explaining both similarity and difference, continuity and change, multiple causes, cause and effect
· Qualifying an argument by considering diverse views or evidence (ex. An exceptions paragraph)
· Corroborate or qualify your argument with multiple perspectives
· Explaining relevant connections across time



