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Wellfleet Drive-In:
Everything You Need to
Know About the Cape's Most
Beloved Summer Institution

A free field guide from the people who actually live here.
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The Wellfleet Drive-In on US Route 6 is one of the last operating drive-in theaters in Massachusetts — and one of
the most quietly beloved summer institutions on the entire Cape. Open continuously since 1957, it draws everyone
from first-time visitors to families who have been making the trip for three generations. If you are spending a
summer week on the Outer Cape, a night at the Wellfleet Drive-In is not optional. It is the plan.

A Brief History Worth Knowing

The Wellfleet Drive-In opened in 1957, when drive-ins were at their cultural peak in America. Most of them closed
through the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s as multiplex theaters and home video eroded their audience. The Wellfleet
Drive-In did not close. It kept running without interruption, which is not luck — it is a reflection of how deeply

embedded this place is in the rhythm of Cape Cod summers.

Today it operates four screens on a sprawling property along Route 6, easy to spot on the highway stretch heading
toward Provincetown. The location puts it squarely in Wellfleet, one of the Cape’s most characterful towns — an
oyster-and-art-gallery kind of place with more personality per square mile than almost anywhere else on the Outer
Cape. The drive-in fits the town perfectly.

The Screens, the Films, and How Audio Works

The Wellfleet Drive-In runs four screens, operating nightly from late May through mid-September [VERIFY exact
2026 season open and close dates on their website before publishing]. Every night is a double feature — one

admission, two films.

Screens 1 and 2 generally show mainstream first-run films [VERIFY current 2026 programming structure]. Screens
3 and 4 have historically leaned toward more eclectic or family-friendly programming, though the lineup shifts
depending on what is in wide release and what the booker can secure [VERIFY]. Check the drive-in’s website or call

ahead — the weekly schedule typically posts a few days before each weekend.

Audio is delivered through FM radio tuned to a specific station for each screen. You listen through your car’s
stereo. This replaced the old window-mounted speaker boxes years ago and works reliably. One practical note:
running your engine continuously for air conditioning over two full movies can drain the battery. Crack the windows
and let the Cape Cod night air in instead — by the time the second feature starts, you will be glad you brought
blankets anyway.

Tickets are purchased at the gate [VERIFY current pricing and whether online reservations are available for the
2026 season]. Call ahead or check the website for weekend summer slots, which can sell out in July and August —

particularly when a major first-run film is on screen one or two.

The Wellfleet Flea Market: A Separate Reason to Show
Up
The same property hosts one of the best outdoor flea markets on the Cape, and you do not need a movie ticket to

attend. The Wellfleet Flea Market is a completely separate operation from the drive-in and draws its own loyal

crowd.

The market runs weekends and select weekdays during peak season [VERIFY the full 2026 schedule —
typically Saturday and Sunday throughout summer, with Wednesday and Thursday added from mid-July through



August]. Gates open early morning [VERIFY exact hours, commonly around 8am], and the serious browsing

happens before 10am when temperatures are cooler and the full summer crowd has not yet arrived.

Expect 100 or more vendors spread across the property selling antiques, vintage clothing, old books, handmade
crafts, local produce, pottery, and the full spectrum of New England collectibles. It is not a curated antique fair with
white tent and velvet ropes. It is a real flea market — good and mediocre stacked side by side — and that is exactly

the appeal. You dig. Regulars who set up every weekend are worth seeking out if you know what you are looking for.

Locals come here on Saturday mornings who never go to the movies. If you are in the area on a weekend and enjoy
this kind of hunt, arrive early.

First-Timer’s Practical Guide to the Wellfleet Drive-In

A few things veteran visitors know that first-timers learn the hard way:

Arrive early. Gates typically open 45 minutes before the first show [VERIFY]. On summer weekends in July and
August, arrive before that. Popular screens fill up. There is no equivalent of a reserved seat — lot position is first-

come, first-served.

Bring blankets — not one, actual blankets. Wellfleet is on the Outer Cape, flanked by Cape Cod Bay to the west
and the Atlantic to the east. Temperatures can drop 15 to 20 degrees after dark even in the heart of summer. What
feels like a warm July evening at 7pm can turn genuinely cold by 10pm when the marine air rolls in. One blanket per

person is the minimum. Locals bring two.

You can get out of the car. Set up lawn chairs in front of your vehicle. The FM audio plays through your car
speakers with the doors open, and many people bring a small portable radio tuned to the right station to sit
completely outside. Kids run around between cars. Families share snacks. It is more of a community gathering than

a conventional theater experience, and that is the whole point.

Double features run late. The second film may not start until 10:00 or 10:30pm depending on sunset [VERIFY
typical intermission timing by screen]. If you are bringing young children, know that leaving after the first movie is
completely normal and what most families do. Kids asleep in the back seat during the second feature is, by most
parent accounts, approximately half the appeal of the whole outing.

Cash and cards are accepted [VERIFY current payment policy at the gate and concession stand before
publishing].

What to Eat (and When)

The concession stand serves drive-in classics — popcorn, hot dogs, nachos, candy, fountain drinks. The popcorn is
the thing to get. The nachos are functional. Nothing on the menu is the reason to come, but all of it is part of the

experience.

The smarter plan if food matters to you: eat dinner in Wellfleet before the show. Wellfleet punches well above its
population size for restaurants. Mac’s Shack on Wellfleet Harbor is a reliable local standby [VERIFY 2026 operating
status and hours]. There are a handful of other options in town worth finding. Have a real dinner, arrive at the drive-

in with popcorn money in your pocket, and you are set.

If you are coming from Truro or Provincetown, same logic applies — eat before you arrive. The drive is short and the
concession stand is not the destination.

Quick Facts



Detail Info

Address US Route 6, Wellfleet, MA

Season Late May through mid-September [VERIFY 2026 exact dates]

Screens 4

Format Double feature nightly

Audio FM radio through your car stereo

Flea Market Weekends plus select weekdays in peak season [VERIFY 2026 schedule]
Tickets [VERIFY current pricing]

Weekend availability Call ahead or check website — sellouts happen in July and August
Parking Ample on-site — it is a drive-in

Why the Wellfleet Drive-In Still Matters

Drive-in theaters disappeared from most of America not because people stopped wanting them. They closed because
suburban real estate prices, digital disruption, and the economics of indoor multiplexes made them unsustainable.
The Wellfleet Drive-In survived all of that across nearly seven decades. It has been operating without interruption

since Eisenhower was president.

There is something about watching a movie under an Outer Cape sky — salt air through the windows, a blanket
across your lap, the marine layer softening the stars — that no stadium-seating multiplex can replicate. The setting is
the experience. People who came here as children bring their own children now, and those children will likely bring

their children. That kind of continuity is rare. It is worth the drive from anywhere on the Cape.

FAQ

What time do gates open at the Wellfleet Drive-In? Gates typically open approximately 45 minutes before
the first feature [VERIFY current gate time on the drive-in’s website]. On summer weekends, arriving right at

opening is the safe call — popular screens fill up before showtime.

Do I need to stay for both movies at the Wellfleet Drive-In? No. You pay for a double feature, but leaving
after the first film is completely normal and what most families with young children do. There is no obligation or

judgment involved.

Is the Wellfleet Flea Market open if I am not seeing a movie? Yes. The flea market operates as a completely
separate attraction on weekends and select weekdays during peak summer season [VERIFY full 2026 schedule]. No

movie ticket required. It opens early morning — arrive before 10am for the best selection and cooler temperatures.

What happens if it rains at the drive-in? Light rain is generally not a problem — you are in your car. Heavy
weather or severe storms may result in a cancellation. Check the drive-in’s website or social media on the day of your

visit if weather looks uncertain, or call ahead [VERIFY their current cancellation and weather policy].

Planning the rest of your Cape Cod summer? Browse the Cape Cod Certified directory for local-verified

restaurants, experiences, and services across every town on the Cape — from Bourne to Provincetown.

@ THINGS TO DO

Make a day of it

Bookable experiences that pair perfectly with this guide. Scan any code to reserve.


https://www.capecodcertified.com/directory

(BOOK - FROM $689 )

Cape Cod Catamaran — Sailing & Billingsgate Island
Cape Cod Catamaran - Wellfleet

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct.

Scan to book

Headed to the Cape with friends? Share this guide.

Every share helps a real local business get found — and keeps Cape Cod guides free. Scan to send it

Explore Wellfleet Listings —

Qe Cape Cod Certified - capecodcertified.com/guides/wellfleet-drive-in-guide - Real guides, real local knowledge. Verify seasonal details before
>’ you go.


https://www.capecodcertified.com/directory?town=wellfleet
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FOR CAPE COD BUSINESSES

This is what being Cape Cod
Certified looks like.

You just read a guide that travelers and locals download, keep, and share. The businesses

inside it were chosen on merit — real vetting, real local knowledge, never pay-to-play.

Own a Cape Cod business? Get Certified and earn your place in guides like this one — in

front of the exact people planning their trip and their spend.

Get Certified — capecodcertified.com/join



https://www.capecodcertified.com/join?ref=guide-pdf

