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Forget the prix-fixe crush at a packed city restaurant, the overpriced hotel room that looks exactly like every other
overpriced hotel room, and the cab ride through slush. Cape Cod in February is a different proposition entirely —
and for couples who know where to go, it is genuinely one of the most romantic places on the East Coast at this time

of year.

The secret is simple: the crowds are gone. The beaches are empty. The inns that stay open actively court winter
guests with wood fires and reduced rates. The Atlantic in mid-February does not care about the calendar — it is wild,

gray, enormous, and dramatic in a way that July simply cannot match.

Why February on the Cape Is Secretly Perfect

o The beaches belong to you

o Storm watching is a genuine activity

o Rates drop 20—40% below peak-season pricing
¢ Restaurants have breathing room

o The towns feel like themselves

Where to Stay

Chatham Bars Inn — Chatham

The grand dame of Cape Cod resort hotels. Rates in February are a fraction of what they are in August. Ask

specifically about winter romance packages, which the property typically runs.

Wequassett Resort — Harwich

Operates year-round. The resort’s restaurant, 28 Atlantic, maintains a serious kitchen in the off-season. Rooms with

fireplace and bay views book up even in February — reserve in advance.

Captain’s House Inn — Chatham

An elegant, intimately scaled inn with twelve rooms, several with working fireplaces. This is the choice for couples

who want a proper inn rather than a resort.

Dinner: Restaurants Worth the Drive

¢ The Impudent Oyster — Chatham — one of the Cape’s most reliable year-round restaurants, built around

serious seafood
o The Brewster Fish House — Brewster — focused menu, good fish, a dining room that rewards the drive

¢ Pain D’Avignon — Hyannis — the Cape’s most serious bakery and café; excellent brunch service

Storm Watching: The Outer Cape in Winter



Highland Light — Truro

The Cape’s oldest lighthouse stands on a clay bluff above the Atlantic. The view down to the beach and out to the
open ocean is enormous. A winter swell running in from the northeast against these cliffs is one of the more

dramatic natural spectacles in New England.

Nauset Light — Eastham

The red-and-white lighthouse above Nauset Light Beach sits at the top of a steep clay escarpment. In February, the

beach below is empty and the waves arrive without interruption from open ocean.

Seal Watching in Chatham

February is peak season for gray seals at Chatham Inlet. The population numbers in the thousands during winter
months. Beachcomber Seal Cruises has operated these tours for years and adjusts their winter schedule based on

conditions. Book in advance.

The combination of a morning seal-watching tour and a late lunch at The Impudent Oyster makes for an excellent

Valentine’s Day itinerary.

What to Pack

e A genuine winter coat — not a fall jacket
o Thermal base layers

¢ Wind protection: hat, scarf, gloves

o Waterproof boots with grip

e Hand warmers

o A thermos — this is not a joke

Planning Notes

¢ Book restaurants early — Valentine’s Day fills the Cape’s open restaurants

e Confirm inn and spa hours — winter operations can be irregular

Seal tours book out — book first, build the rest of the itinerary around it

Mid-week is even quieter and more peaceful

Cape Cod in February rewards the couple willing to show up for it on its own terms.

@ THINGS TO DO

Make a day of it

Bookable experiences that pair perfectly with this guide. Scan any code to reserve.

((BOOK - FROM $10)

Bike Rentals — Cape Cod Canal (Sandwich)

RideAway Adventures - Sandwich

Scan to book

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct.



(BOOK - FROM $25 )

Cape Cod Self Guided Driving Audio Tour

Action Tour Guide - Sandwich

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct.

((BOOK - FROM $85 )

Cape Cod Lighthouse and Highland House Museum Tour

Mayflower Excursions - Truro

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Sean fo book

Headed to the Cape with friends? Share this guide.

Every share helps a real local business get found — and keeps Cape Cod guides free. Scan to send it

Explore Cape Cod Certified —

Qe Cape Cod Certified - capecodcertified.com/guides/valentines-day-cape-cod-romantic-getaway - Real guides, real local knowledge. Verify
" seasonal details before you go.
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FOR CAPE COD BUSINESSES

This is what being Cape Cod
Certified looks like.

You just read a guide that travelers and locals download, keep, and share. The businesses

inside it were chosen on merit — real vetting, real local knowledge, never pay-to-play.

Own a Cape Cod business? Get Certified and earn your place in guides like this one — in

front of the exact people planning their trip and their spend.

Get Certified — capecodcertified.com/join
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