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Thanksgiving on Cape Cod is one of the season’s best-kept secrets. By late November the summer crowds are long
gone, the leaves have given way to the clean lines of bare scrub oak and Atlantic light, and the Cape settles into a
quieter rhythm that many who know it best consider its truest form. Restaurants that survive year-round do so
because they are genuinely good — not because a tourist stumbled in from the beach — and on Thanksgiving Day
many of them pull out something special: prix-fixe menus, live music, roaring fireplaces, and a welcome that feels
more like a neighbor’s table than a holiday seating.

Whether you are heading down to your second home, bringing the family for the first time in the off-season, or
simply looking for an alternative to cooking, this guide covers everything you need to know about spending
Thanksgiving week on Cape Cod.

Why Thanksgiving Week Is One of the Cape’s Best Times
to Visit
The numbers alone are convincing. Cape Cod’s permanent population is roughly 220,000 people — but summer
brings nearly five million visitors. By Thanksgiving that ratio has flipped. Route 6 moves freely. You can park in
front of any restaurant in Chatham. A table at a great inn costs a fraction of what it did in July.

But the case for November is more than logistics. The Cape’s landscape transforms in late fall in ways that are
genuinely striking. Cranberry bogs have finished their harvest, leaving pools of deep rust-red water between the
pines. The salt marshes take on amber and ochre tones that photographers chase for months. The National Seashore
beaches — Nauset, Marconi, Race Point — stretch for miles without another set of footprints in the sand. The light in
November sits low and golden for most of the afternoon, and the air smells of woodsmoke, salt, and pitch pine.
Storms are possible, but so are days of extraordinary clarity when the Atlantic goes flat and the Cape Cod Bay side
glows.

This is also the Cape’s oyster season. The cold water that makes late-fall hiking brisk is exactly what the oyster farms
in Wellfleet, Eastham, and Barnstable have been waiting for. Oysters harvested in 50-degree water are at the peak of
their fat, briny sweetness, and you will find them on almost every serious menu in the week of Thanksgiving.

The Falmouth Road Race: Thanksgiving Morning
Tradition
If there is one event that defines Thanksgiving morning on Cape Cod, it is the Falmouth Road Race Turkey Trot
— a 5K run that draws thousands of participants to downtown Falmouth on Thanksgiving Day. The race is organized
by the Falmouth Road Race organization, the same body behind the famous August 7.1-mile road race, and it has
become a genuine community tradition.

The Turkey Trot starts and finishes in the heart of Falmouth Village, drawing runners from across New England as
well as local families making it the first act of their Thanksgiving Day. Registration fills quickly — if you plan to run,
sign up well in advance through the official Falmouth Road Race website. Spectators are welcome along the course
and in the Village Green area, and the post-race energy spills into the nearby coffee shops and breakfast spots that
open early for the occasion.

After the race, Falmouth Village itself is worth lingering in. The waterfront, the library green, and the main street
shops that stay open through the holiday season give the town a genuine New England November warmth that feels



nothing like summer.

Where to Dine Out on Thanksgiving Day: By Town
Availability changes year to year — always call or book online as early as possible, ideally by early November.
Thanksgiving seatings at the Cape’s top inns and restaurants sell out weeks in advance.

Chatham
Chatham Bars Inn is the gold standard for Thanksgiving on the Outer Cape. The grand resort on Shore Road stays
open through the holiday season and typically offers a multi-course Thanksgiving Day feast in its main dining room,
with seatings running from midday through early evening. Expect roasted turkey with all the traditional
accompaniments alongside New England touches — chowder, cranberry relish made with local berries, Cape Cod
oysters on the half shell, and a dessert spread that earns its own table. The setting, with water views over Pleasant
Bay, is among the finest on the Cape.

Chatham Wayside Inn, right on Main Street, is a beloved local institution that runs a full Thanksgiving Day menu
with traditional offerings in a warm tavern atmosphere. The bar stays open and the dining room fills with a mix of
local families and visitors who have been making the reservation every year for longer than they can remember.

Brewster
The Brewster Inn (formerly known as the Old Manse Inn) is a classic Cape Cod country inn that has anchored
Thanksgiving dining in Brewster for decades. The dining room here leans into tradition: a full roast turkey with
house-made stuffing, local cranberry sauce, whipped squash, and an apple pie worth the drive alone. Seating is
intimate and reservations go fast.

Chillingsworth in Brewster, one of the Cape’s most celebrated fine-dining destinations, occasionally offers holiday
programming — call ahead to confirm whether they are running a Thanksgiving service in a given year.

Harwich and Harwich Port
Wequassett Resort and Golf Club on Pleasant Bay in Harwich is one of the Cape’s finest resorts and runs a
Thanksgiving Day celebration that has become a destination in its own right. The resort occupies 27 acres on
Pleasant Bay with multiple dining venues, and the holiday feast tends to include an elaborate buffet or prix-fixe
menu alongside the resort’s signature contemporary New England cuisine. If you are looking for a full holiday
experience — dining, a place to stay, and the resort’s peaceful grounds in the off-season — Wequassett is the right
choice.

Orleans and Eastham
Land Ho! in Orleans is not a prix-fixe operation — it is a beloved Cape institution that has been feeding locals since
1969, and it tends to be open on or around Thanksgiving for its regular menu of chowder, fish sandwiches, and
honest tavern food. Confirm hours ahead, but this is the spot if you want Thanksgiving dinner that feels more like
the Cape’s everyday greatness than a special-occasion production.

Nauset Beach Club in East Orleans is another local favorite that operates in the shoulder season and may offer
holiday service — call ahead.

Falmouth
Given the Falmouth Road Race Turkey Trot, the town has a naturally festive Thanksgiving morning energy. Several
restaurants along Main Street open for breakfast and brunch before the holiday meal crowd arrives. For dinner:

The Regatta of Falmouth and Coonamessett Inn have historically offered Thanksgiving dining and are worth a
call to confirm current year availability.



Maison Villatte, the French bakery and cafe that has become a Falmouth institution, typically opens on
Thanksgiving morning and the pastries and breads are worth picking up for your table regardless of where you eat
dinner.

Barnstable Village and Hyannis
The Barnstable Restaurant and Tavern in Barnstable Village — one of the oldest continuously operating
taverns on the Cape — runs a traditional Thanksgiving menu in a dining room that dates to the early 1700s. A
fireplace, low ceilings, and the sense of genuine history make this one of the most atmospheric Thanksgiving
experiences on the Cape.

Naked Oyster in Hyannis and several of the year-round restaurants along Main Street Hyannis are typically open
for holiday service. Hyannis has the largest concentration of year-round businesses on the Cape and you will find
options here when smaller towns have gone quiet.

Sandwich
The Belfry Inn in Sandwich, housed in a converted 1879 church and a Victorian inn, is one of the most
architecturally dramatic dining rooms on the Cape. It has offered Thanksgiving service and the setting alone —
stained glass, vaulted ceilings, tables dressed for the holiday — makes it memorable.

Dennis and Yarmouth
Scargo Cafe in Dennis is a year-round favorite that typically runs a full holiday menu. The Cape’s Route 6A
corridor through Dennis and Yarmouth has several year-round restaurants that make the Thanksgiving week
transition well.

Provincetown
Provincetown’s culinary scene stays alive year-round, and the town takes on a special quality in November —
quieter, but with its galleries, coffee shops, and restaurants fully in the hands of the people who actually live there.

The Red Inn, perched at the far western end of Commercial Street with water views across Provincetown Harbor, is
one of the Cape’s great year-round restaurants and typically offers a Thanksgiving Day menu. Napi’s on Freeman
Street — an institution since 1973 — tends to be open through the holiday. Cafe Heaven and several other
Commercial Street spots that operate year-round are worth calling.

Grocery Stores and Markets for Home Cooks
Many families heading to a Cape Cod home for Thanksgiving prefer to cook in, and the Cape’s year-round grocery
infrastructure is solid:

Shaw’s Supermarkets operate year-round in Hyannis, Falmouth, Orleans, and Sandwich. They run full
Thanksgiving pre-order programs for complete turkey dinners, pies, and sides — order by mid-November to secure
your pickup slot.

Stop & Shop locations in Hyannis and Falmouth are open year-round and stock full holiday selections.

Roche Bros. in Mashpee Commons is one of the better supermarkets on the Cape and stays open through the
holidays with an excellent prepared foods department.

For something more special:

Fancy’s Farm Market in East Orleans is one of the Cape’s beloved farm stands. In late fall they carry local squash,
root vegetables, cranberries, and specialty items that make a Thanksgiving table feel specifically Cape Cod.



Hatchville Farm Stand in Falmouth and several farm stands in the Sandwich and Barnstable area stay open into
November with fresh-dug vegetables, local eggs, and seasonal produce.

Wellfleet Marketplace and Orleans Whole Foods (the local natural-foods store, not the chain) serve the Outer
Cape well for specialty items, local oysters, and specialty cheeses.

The Provincetown Portuguese Bakery is worth a stop for bread if you are staying on the Outer Cape.

Local Oysters for Your Table
If you want to put Cape Cod oysters on your Thanksgiving table at home, the best sources in late November are:

Wellfleet Harbor — look for local shellfish dealers and the weekly Wellfleet farmers market (check seasonal
schedule)

Island Creek Oysters (Duxbury/Cape Cod operations) — retail and online ordering

Catch of the Day and similar fishmongers in Hyannis and Falmouth stock fresh local shellfish through the fall

What’s Open: Activities and Attractions Thanksgiving
Week
Cape Cod National Seashore
The National Seashore never closes. All six of the major ocean-side beaches — Coast Guard Beach, Nauset Light
Beach, Marconi Beach, Head of the Meadow, Race Point, and Herring Cove — are freely accessible in November with
no parking fees. The Visitor Centers at Salt Pond in Eastham and Province Lands in Provincetown typically close for
winter shortly after Thanksgiving, but the trails and beaches themselves remain open year-round.

Thanksgiving week is one of the finest times to walk the National Seashore. The crowds are gone, the light is
remarkable, and the experience of standing on a 40-mile barrier beach in November with no other person in sight is
something that cannot be replicated in any other season.

Nauset Marsh Trail from Salt Pond Visitor Center is an easy 1.6-mile loop through marsh and forest that is
stunning in late fall. Great Island Trail in Wellfleet — 4 to 8 miles depending on the route — winds through pitch
pine and out to a remote barrier beach spit on Cape Cod Bay. This is arguably the finest hiking on the Cape and in
November you may have the whole trail to yourself.

Nickerson State Park (Brewster)
One of the Cape’s best year-round parks, Nickerson’s 1,900 acres of forest, kettle ponds, and trails are open in
November. The campground is closed for the season, but the trails are accessible. Cliff Pond and Flax Pond are
particularly beautiful in late fall — the water is clear and still, the oaks have dropped their leaves, and the light
through the bare trees is worth a long walk.

Sandy Neck Beach (Barnstable/West Barnstable)
Sandy Neck is a 6-mile barrier beach on Cape Cod Bay that is open year-round. In late fall, the off-road vehicle trails
through the dunes are accessible and the beach itself is virtually empty. This is a more remote and rugged experience
than the National Seashore beaches — bring layers and plan for a long walk.

Beebe Woods and Highfield Hall (Falmouth)
The 387 acres of Beebe Woods in Falmouth offer gentle woodland trails near the Highfield Hall historic mansion.
The trails are open year-round and November is ideal — no ticks, no crowds, and the forest floor covered in fallen
leaves.



Cape Cod Museum of Natural History (Brewster)
The Museum of Natural History on Route 6A in Brewster is typically open through late fall and runs programming
even in the off-season. Their trails through salt marsh and barrier beach habitat are among the best low-key nature
walks on the mid-Cape.

Heritage Museums and Gardens (Sandwich)
Heritage Museums scales back in the fall but the grounds remain accessible. Check their current schedule — some
years they run special autumn programming.

Shopping: Sandwich, Brewster, and Route 6A
Route 6A, the Old King’s Highway, is lined with antique shops, galleries, and specialty stores that stay open year-
round or close only in the deep winter months. Thanksgiving week is an ideal time to browse — the shops are open,
unhurried, and the proprietors are often the artists and owners themselves rather than seasonal staff. Sandwich,
Brewster, and Dennis along Route 6A are particularly good.

Wellfleet Gallery Scene
Wellfleet has a serious year-round gallery community — several of the town’s best galleries stay open through
November and the Thanksgiving week period. Commercial Street in Wellfleet (not to be confused with
Provincetown’s) is a short but rewarding walk.

Provincetown Year-Round Life
Provincetown in November is one of the Cape’s genuine pleasures. Commercial Street quiets dramatically from its
summer chaos, but the coffee shops, galleries, bookstores, and restaurants that stay open do so because the
community itself demands them. The Provincetown Art Association and Museum (PAAM) stays open through the
fall with changing exhibitions. Marine Specialties on Commercial Street — one of Provincetown’s legendary
surplus and oddities stores — is open year-round. The East End and West End galleries often run fall shows. And the
harbor views from MacMillan Pier in November, with the Pilgrim Monument rising above a quiet town, are among
the most evocative scenes on the entire Cape.

The Wellfleet OysterFest: October Context
The Wellfleet OysterFest, held annually on the third weekend of October, is not a Thanksgiving event — but it
sets the tone for late-fall Cape Cod and many visitors use it as a first taste of the off-season. The festival celebrates
Wellfleet’s centuries-old shellfishing tradition with oyster shucking competitions, local beer, live music, and an
enormous tent full of raw bars and food vendors on the Wellfleet town pier. Attendance rivals some summer events,
drawing 15,000+ visitors to a town of 2,700 permanent residents.

If you are planning Thanksgiving on the Cape and want to understand what makes Wellfleet special, OysterFest in
October is the preview. By Thanksgiving, the same oysters are in their peak season — sweeter, brinier, and fatter in
cold water — and the town has returned to its quiet, authentic self. Several Wellfleet restaurants serve local oysters
throughout November, and the shellfish grant holders often sell directly; ask around at the town pier.

Lodging That Stays Open: Where to Stay Thanksgiving
Week
A significant portion of the Cape’s lodging closes between Columbus Day and Memorial Day, but a meaningful
number of inns, hotels, and rentals stay open — and Thanksgiving week specifically is a period when many inns run
at full capacity precisely because of the holiday.



Full-Service Resorts
Chatham Bars Inn (Chatham) stays open year-round and is the flagship experience. Rooms and cottages in
November carry off-season rates — dramatically lower than summer — while the dining, spa, and service levels
remain the same.

Wequassett Resort (Harwich/Pleasant Bay) similarly stays open through the fall and offers a full resort
experience in a far quieter setting than summer.

Cape Codder Resort (Hyannis) is a year-round family-friendly resort with an indoor waterpark — which, in
November, becomes a genuinely useful amenity for families with children.

Historic Inns and B&Bs
Route 6A through Sandwich, Barnstable, Dennis, and Brewster is the spine of Cape Cod’s inn culture, and many of
these properties stay open into the off-season or specifically for Thanksgiving:

The Belfry Inn (Sandwich), Isaiah Hall B&B Inn (Dennis), The Brewster Inn (Brewster), and Captain
Freeman Inn (Brewster) are among the properties that have historically offered Thanksgiving week availability.
Always call directly — these smaller operations sometimes make decisions about holiday availability late.

Provincetown
Provincetown has a year-round lodging economy. The Brass Key Guesthouse, The Beachcomber at the town’s
edge, and several other guesthouses stay open through fall and into winter. Rates are at their annual low and the
town feels most authentically itself.

Vacation Rentals
VRBO and Airbnb listings on the Cape thin out but do not disappear in November. Families renting a full house for
Thanksgiving week often find this to be the most economical season of the year — the same property that rents for
$5,000 per week in July might be $700 in late November. This is the scenario many second-home owners use
themselves, renting their property in summer and occupying it for extended off-season stays.

What to Expect: Weather and Packing for Late
November
Late November on Cape Cod means temperatures ranging from the high 30s at night to the upper 40s or low 50s
during the day. Wind is a constant — the Cape sits surrounded by water and the fetch off the Atlantic in November is
real. A sunny November day on the National Seashore can feel cold and exhilarating in equal measure; a gray day
with northeast wind is genuinely raw.

Pack accordingly: - Waterproof shell layer (wind and occasional rain) - Warm mid-layer (fleece or down) - Wool
or moisture-wicking base layers - Warm hat and gloves for beach walks - Waterproof boots for marsh trails and wet
sand

The tradeoff for the cold is absolute clarity. November air on the Cape is some of the cleanest in New England —
visibility on a clear day can stretch for miles, and the Atlantic in late fall has a depth of color and light that summer
haze never allows.

Planning Your Thanksgiving Trip: A Practical Timeline
6–8 weeks out: Book your dining reservations. Thanksgiving seatings at Chatham Bars Inn, Wequassett, The
Belfry Inn, and the major inns fill in October.



4–6 weeks out: Book lodging. November availability is good but Thanksgiving week specifically draws families and
second-home visitors who plan ahead.

3–4 weeks out: Order your turkey and Thanksgiving groceries through Shaw’s, Stop & Shop, or Roche Bros. pre-
order programs if you plan to cook in.

Register for the Falmouth Turkey Trot as soon as registration opens, typically in late September or early
October.

The week of: Check National Seashore Visitor Center hours (Salt Pond and Province Lands typically close for
winter by late November). Confirm restaurant reservations. Check Provincetown ferry schedules if you are
considering a day trip — service is seasonal.

The Case for Making It a Tradition
The families and couples who discover Thanksgiving on Cape Cod rarely stop coming back. There is something about
the off-season Cape — the quiet, the quality of light, the feeling of having one of the East Coast’s most beautiful
landscapes almost entirely to yourself — that winter visitors describe with a particular loyalty. The summer Cape is a
spectacular thing. But the November Cape is a different kind of reward: for people who know what they are looking
for, who do not need a crowd to tell them something is worth experiencing, who want a Thanksgiving that is about
the table and the walk on the beach rather than the traffic getting there.

The oysters are at their best. The fires are lit. The Cape is yours.

◈  T H I N G S  T O  D O

Make a day of it
Bookable experiences that pair perfectly with this guide. Scan any code to reserve.

BOOK ·  FROM $689

Cape Cod Catamaran — Sailing & Billingsgate Island
Cape Cod Catamaran · Wellfleet

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

BOOK ·  FROM $80/PERSON

Cape Cod Sunset Paddleboard Tour
RideAway Adventures · Mashpee

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

BOOK ·  FROM $100

Cape Cod Pirate Adventure Paddle Hunt and Battle
Cape Cod Pirate Adventures · Dennis

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

Headed to the Cape with friends? Share this guide.
Every share helps a real local business get found — and keeps Cape Cod guides free. Scan to send it
along.
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