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Most people blow through Barnstable on Route 6 without realizing that a few miles south sits one of the Cape’s most
quietly beautiful villages. Osterville doesn’t advertise itself. It doesn’t need to.

Morning: Walk the Village Center and Visit the Cahoon
Museum
Start on Main Street and West Bay Road, where Osterville’s compact village center has everything worth seeing
within easy walking distance. The shops here lean toward fine antiques, art, and local gifts.

The anchor stop of any Osterville morning is the Cahoon Museum of American Art. Housed in a historic Georgian
Colonial building on Falmouth Road, the museum focuses on American folk art, with particular depth in the work of
Ralph and Martha Cahoon, who painted whimsical maritime scenes that have become icons of Cape Cod visual
culture. Check their current hours before you go.

Midday: Water Views and a Picnic on the Peninsula
Osterville sits on a peninsula bracketed by North Bay to the east and West Bay to the west, with Nantucket Sound
opening up to the south. For lunch, grab something from one of the local spots along Main Street and take it to a
waterside bench or a quiet patch of grass near the bay.

Afternoon: North Bay Trail and Quiet Streets
The North Bay Trail is a short, accessible loop that gives you genuine bay views without requiring a resident beach
sticker. It’s a pleasant low-key walk — good for families with younger kids.

After the trail, spend some time just driving or cycling the back roads around the Grand Island area.

Evening: Sunset Over the Bay
Osterville faces west and south, which means it catches some of the Cape’s best sunset light. Cape Cod Bay and
Nantucket Sound are both visible depending on where you position yourself.

For dinner, the village has a small selection of restaurants that skew toward the relaxed-upscale end. Check current
hours before you go.

Practical Notes
Getting there: Osterville is off Route 28 in the village of Barnstable, roughly midway between Hyannis and
Falmouth. GPS to West Bay Road or Main Street, Osterville.

Parking: Street parking in the village center is generally available and free.

Beach access: Bay beaches in Osterville require a town resident parking sticker in season. The North Bay Trail is
publicly accessible on foot.

See the Osterville Town Directory or explore more of what the Barnstable area has to offer.

https://www.cahoonmuseum.org/
file:///trails/north-bay-trail
file:///directory/osterville
file:///directory/barnstable


Certified Local Businesses in Osterville
Cape Cod Certified recommends these verified local spots:

Osterville Fish Market — 4.6★ (303 Google reviews)

✦  C E R T I F I E D  L O C A L  B U S I N E S S E S

Who the locals trust for this
Real, vetted Cape Cod businesses — hand-picked by Cape Cod Certified. No pay-to-play, no fake
reviews. Scan any code to find them.

CERTIFIED LOCAL

Osterville Fish Market
Osterville · Restaurant / Food & Drink

A Cape Cod Certified local — restaurant. Scan to visit

◈  T H I N G S  T O  D O

Make a day of it
Bookable experiences that pair perfectly with this guide. Scan any code to reserve.

BOOK ·  FROM $189

Private Professional Vacation Photoshoot in Cape Cod
Localgrapher · Hyannis

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

BOOK ·  ~$55/PERSON

Schooner Liberté Sunset Sail
Schooner Liberté · Falmouth

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

Headed to the Cape with friends? Share this guide.
Every share helps a real local business get found — and keeps Cape Cod guides free. Scan to send it

along.

Explore Osterville Businesses →

Cape Cod Certified · capecodcertified.com/guides/guide-osterville-village-cape-cod · Real guides, real local knowledge. Verify seasonal
details before you go.

https://www.capecodcertified.com/directory/osterville


F O R  C A P E  C O D  B U S I N E S S E S

This is what being Cape Cod
Certified looks like.
You just read a guide that travelers and locals download, keep, and share. The businesses
inside it were chosen on merit — real vetting, real local knowledge, never pay-to-play.

Own a Cape Cod business? Get Certified and earn your place in guides like this one — in
front of the exact people planning their trip and their spend.

Get Certified → capecodcertified.com/join

https://www.capecodcertified.com/join?ref=guide-pdf

