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Cape Cod is not the obvious honeymoon choice — and that is exactly why it is the right one. No over-touristed resort
district, no rigid all-inclusive schedule. Instead: a 70-mile arm of land curling into the Atlantic, every bend revealing
a new harbor, a hidden beach, a raw bar serving oysters pulled from the bay that morning. You drive when you feel
like it, linger over a Wellfleet oyster and a glass of Gruet when you do not, and watch the sun sink into Cape Cod Bay
from a beach with almost no one else on it. A Cape Cod honeymoon rewards couples who want intimacy, beauty, and
world-class food without the script.

Why Cape Cod Is Made for Honeymooners
The geography alone sets the mood. The Cape faces two entirely different oceans of light. On the Bay side — the
west-facing shore — the water is calm, warm, and shallow, and every summer evening concludes with a sunset
that spreads pink and amber across the horizon in slow motion. On the Atlantic side — the east-facing shore —
the coast is wilder: tall bluffs, crashing surf, and dramatic sunrises that turn the sky orange before the rest of the
world wakes up. Knowing which shore you are standing on is everything. Sunset belongs to the Bay. Sunrise belongs
to the Atlantic.

Beyond the scenery, the Cape is compact enough to explore without a rigid itinerary. Provincetown is 115 miles from
the Sagamore Bridge — about two hours by car — but within that distance you move through salt marshes, pine
barrens, cranberry bogs, fishing harbors, and art colonies. The restaurant scene rivals any coastal destination in New
England. The pace is genuinely unhurried.

The Most Romantic Towns on Cape Cod
Provincetown
No town on Cape Cod is more fully itself than Provincetown. Bohemian, art-filled, wildly accepting of everyone, and
sitting at the very tip of the Cape with water visible from nearly every street — P-town is romantic in the most
unguarded way. The galleries on Commercial Street are worth an afternoon. The cocktail bars (try the Canteen or the
Crown & Anchor) are genuinely excellent. The restaurants — The Red Inn, The Lobster Pot, Strangers &
Saints — range from elegant harborfront dining to exceptional casual.

For the signature honeymoon moment: walk up to the Pilgrim Monument at dusk. The 252-foot granite tower is
the tallest all-granite structure in the United States, and the steps outside the base offer a panoramic view of the
harbor, the bay, and — on clear evenings — the curve of the Cape stretching south toward Truro. Alternatively, stand
at MacMillan Pier at sunset and watch the fishing boats come in while the western sky lights up behind the bay.
You will not forget it.

Chatham
Where Provincetown is bohemian and exuberant, Chatham is quintessential New England romance: white picket
fences, a pristine Main Street, and a working harbor where seals haul out on the outer bars. Chatham Lighthouse
sits on a bluff above the Atlantic — technically east-facing, so this is sunrise territory — and the view south toward
the barrier beach is one of the most photographed on the Cape. Walk out to Chatham Fish Pier in the late
afternoon when the day boats unload their catch and the whole village gathers.

Dining in Chatham skews upscale. Chatham Bars Inn has multiple dining options ranging from the casual beach
bar to a formal dining room overlooking Pleasant Bay. Del Mar Bar & Bistro and Impudent Oyster are both
excellent for a long romantic dinner. Book ahead — Chatham in July fills fast.



Wellfleet
Wellfleet is quieter, more literary, and quietly spectacular. This is where artists and writers have been summering for
a century, and the town’s restraint — no chain stores, one blinking traffic light — is part of its appeal. The Wellfleet
oyster is one of the great shellfish of the world, briny and clean, cultivated in the tidal flats of Wellfleet Harbor.
Order them at PB Boulangerie Bistro, at Mac’s Shack, or at the outdoor bar at the Beachcomber at Cahoon
Hollow Beach — which sits atop an Atlantic bluff and is one of the best places on Cape Cod to watch a sunset. Wait —
Cahoon Hollow faces east toward the Atlantic, so what you get at the Beachcomber is not a sunset over the water but
something arguably better: golden late-afternoon light flooding down the bluff face while the surf crashes below. It is
worth the trip regardless.

Romantic Experiences Worth Planning Around
A Sunset Sail on Cape Cod Bay
Several charter companies in Provincetown and Barnstable offer two-hour sunset sails on Cape Cod Bay. This is the
classic honeymoon experience for good reason: the Bay water is calm, the horizon is unobstructed, and a skilled
captain will time the sail so you are on the water as the sun touches the horizon. Flyer’s Boat Rental in
Provincetown runs sailing charters; the Bay Lady schooner sails out of MacMillan Pier. Book early in the summer
— sunset sail slots fill weeks ahead.

Oysters and Champagne at a Raw Bar
The combination of a Cape Cod oyster — cold, briny, pulled from the tidal flats within the last 24 hours — and a glass
of sparkling wine is nearly impossible to improve upon. Wellfleet and Orleans are the two best towns for this. In
Orleans, Land Ho! and the raw bars near Rock Harbor are reliable. In Wellfleet, the selection at Mac’s or PB
Boulangerie is among the best on the East Coast.

Cycling the Cape Cod Rail Trail
The Cape Cod Rail Trail runs 25 miles from Dennis to Wellfleet along a former railroad bed, passing through
Brewster, Orleans, Eastham, and into the National Seashore. Renting bikes and riding a section of the trail together
— stopping for coffee in Brewster, a swim at a kettle-pond beach, a late-afternoon glass of wine — is one of the most
genuinely pleasant afternoons you can spend on Cape Cod. The trail passes near Truro Vineyards (technically
accessible from the road near the trail’s northern end), and Brewster has a handful of small wineries and farm stands
worth stopping at.

Bay-Side Sunset Beaches
The west-facing beaches on Cape Cod Bay are the place to be for the classic Cape Cod sunset. First Encounter
Beach in Eastham is legendary: at low tide the flats extend nearly a mile into the Bay and the sunset colors the wet
sand every shade of orange and pink. Skaket Beach in Orleans is shallower and calmer, ideal for wading into
warm water as the sun goes down. Sandy Neck in Barnstable is a long barrier beach on the bay side with a wild,
undeveloped feel. Any of these beaches, a bottle of wine, and a blanket is a perfectly legitimate honeymoon evening.

Atlantic Sunrise Beaches
The east-facing National Seashore beaches deliver something different: drama. Nauset Beach in Orleans is a long
barrier beach with significant surf and a beautiful bluff-backed profile. Marconi Beach in Wellfleet sits below
100-foot clay bluffs with an unobstructed Atlantic view — the spot where Marconi sent the first transatlantic wireless
transmission in 1903. Cahoon Hollow Beach in Wellfleet is arguably the most striking beach on the Outer
Cape, with a steep bluff, crashing waves, and the Beachcomber bar and restaurant at the top. Set an alarm, drive out
before dawn, and watch the Atlantic sky catch fire. It is an experience that stays with you.



A Clambake for Two
A traditional New England clambake — steamer clams, mussels, corn, potatoes, lobster, all cooked in a pit or a large
pot — is one of the great communal meals. For a honeymoon version, several caterers and inns on Cape Cod will
arrange a private clambake. Ask your inn about local providers; in Brewster and Chatham especially, this is a
standard request during summer months.

Where to Stay
Character matters more than amenities on a Cape Cod honeymoon. Skip the chain hotels and look for:

Waterfront or harbor-view inns in Provincetown and Chatham — rooms with private water views are worth
the premium in July and August

Historic B&Bs in Brewster — Brewster has more inns per square mile than almost anywhere on the Cape,
many in restored sea captains’ homes from the 19th century; the Old Sea Pines Inn and Captain Freeman
Inn are long-established and offer genuine character

Private cottages — rental platforms list waterfront cottages on both the Bay and Atlantic sides; a private
cottage with a deck overlooking the water is the highest-tier Cape Cod honeymoon option and often comparable
in price to a summer hotel room

Book accommodations before May for July and August travel. The Cape’s best rooms disappear fast.

FAQ
Q: When is the best time for a Cape Cod honeymoon?
Late June through mid-September offers the most reliable warm weather, calm Bay waters, and the full range of
open restaurants and charter services. July and August are peak season — crowds are real, but the energy is high
and everything is open. Late June and September offer noticeably fewer crowds, the same warmth, and often
lower accommodation rates. Avoid planning a beach-focused honeymoon before mid-June, when water
temperatures are still quite cold.

Q: Is Cape Cod Bay warmer than the Atlantic side for swimming?
Yes, significantly. Cape Cod Bay on the west side typically reaches 68–74°F by mid-July, and the shallow tidal flats at
beaches like First Encounter and Skaket warm even further. The Atlantic side at Nauset, Marconi, and Cahoon
Hollow runs 58–65°F in summer — bracing even on the hottest days. For romantic swimming, the Bay side wins.

Q: Do we need a car on a Cape Cod honeymoon?
For a multi-town honeymoon itinerary, yes. Public transportation exists but is limited. However, once you are settled
in a town like Provincetown or Chatham, much of the best experience — restaurants, galleries, harbor walks, nearby
beaches — is walkable or bikeable. Renting a car for the drive down and the Rail Trail day-trip, then parking it for
the rest of the stay, is a common approach.

Q: Which Cape Cod town is best for a honeymoon?
It depends on what kind of romantic experience you want. Provincetown is best for couples who love art, nightlife,
exceptional food, and a wildly accepting atmosphere. Chatham is best for classic New England elegance, harbor
views, and upscale dining. Wellfleet is best for quieter, literary romance, the world’s best oysters, and dramatic
National Seashore access. Most honeymooners who spend a week on the Cape visit at least two of these towns rather
than anchoring in just one.



Q: Are there private beach options on Cape Cod?
The National Seashore beaches are public, but many town beaches in Brewster and Orleans have town-resident
sticker requirements in summer that effectively limit crowds. Private cottage rentals often come with access to
quieter association beaches. For a truly secluded beach experience, ask your innkeeper or rental host — locals always
know which spots the crowds have not found yet.
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Make a day of it
Bookable experiences that pair perfectly with this guide. Scan any code to reserve.

BOOK ·  FROM $689

Cape Cod Catamaran — Sailing & Billingsgate Island
Cape Cod Catamaran · Wellfleet

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

BOOK ·  VARIES

Cape Cod Rail Trail Bike Rentals
Idle Times Bike Shop · Orleans

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

BOOK ·  77  PER PERSON

Cape Cod: Explorer Kayak Tour
Cape Cod: Explorer Kayak Tour · Orleans

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

Headed to the Cape with friends? Share this guide.
Every share helps a real local business get found — and keeps Cape Cod guides free. Scan to send it
along.

Explore the Cape Cod Directory →

Cape Cod Certified · capecodcertified.com/guides/cape-cod-honeymoon-guide · Real guides, real local knowledge. Verify seasonal details
before you go.
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inside it were chosen on merit — real vetting, real local knowledge, never pay-to-play.

Own a Cape Cod business? Get Certified and earn your place in guides like this one — in
front of the exact people planning their trip and their spend.
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