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Chatham sits at the elbow of Cape Cod, where the peninsula bends sharply north. It’s one of the Cape’s most
recognizable towns — a lighthouse on a bluff, a Main Street lined with galleries and shops, working fishing boats,
and a seal colony visible from shore. It’s also one of the most consistently sought-after places to stay on the Cape,
and for good reason.

If you’re deciding where to base yourself for a Cape Cod trip, Chatham is a strong anchor. Here’s what the lodging
landscape looks like, and how to find the right fit.

What Makes Chatham a Great Base
Chatham’s location is genuinely excellent. You’re at the bend of the Cape, which means you’re roughly equidistant
from Provincetown to the north and Falmouth to the southwest. The Lower Cape — Harwich, Orleans, Eastham,
Wellfleet — is easy to reach. And Chatham itself has enough to keep you busy for days without moving the car at all.

The town has a walkable core: Main Street, the fish pier, the Chatham lighthouse, Oyster Pond, and several beaches
within biking distance. Chatham Bars Inn has anchored the high end of the hospitality market here for over a
century, but the town has a full range — from working-class motels to boutique guesthouses to genuinely special
waterfront inns.

The surrounding coastline is dramatic. The Chatham Break — a gap in the barrier beach that opened during a 1987
storm — created a new tidal inlet that reshaped the local fishing and seal habitat. Boat tours go out regularly to view
the seal colony. It’s become one of the Cape’s best wildlife experiences, and it’s right here.

Historic Inns on Main Street and Shore Road
Chatham’s most iconic lodging is clustered around Main Street and Shore Road, which runs south along the water
toward Lighthouse Beach. This is the postcard version of Cape Cod hospitality — shingled buildings with window
boxes, wide porches, rooms with water views.

Inns in this area tend to book up months in advance for peak summer weeks. If you want a specific property in July
or August, you’re often looking at booking in January or February. That’s not an exaggeration. The best rooms at the
best properties go that fast.

If you’re more flexible on timing, September is the sweet spot. Chatham in September is golden — literally, the light
is warm and low, the crowds are gone, and most of the restaurants are still running their full menus.

Waterfront and Near-Water Options
Chatham has ocean access on multiple sides, which creates several distinct lodging contexts:

Lighthouse Beach and the south shore: This is the Atlantic side — stronger surf, dramatic coast, visible from
the lighthouse bluff. Inns and small motels near here are coveted for their proximity to one of the most
photographed beaches on the Cape.

Oyster Pond and Pleasant Bay: The calmer, warmer inland waters. Pleasant Bay is a large protected estuary —
great for kayaking, paddleboarding, and swimming with kids. Properties near the bay have a different, quieter
energy than the ocean-facing spots.

https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/capecodkayak/?asn=fhdn&full-items=yes
https://www.viator.com/tours/Cape-Cod/Stand-Up-Paddle-Board-Ice-Cream-Boat-Adventure/d26302-80978P1?pid=P002985&mcid=42383&medium=link


Harborfront: Chatham’s fish pier is a working harbor. You can watch the draggers come in, walk to lunch at a fish
shack, and be back at your inn in ten minutes. A small number of properties are genuinely walkable to this area.

Smaller B&Bs and Cottage Rentals
Beyond the larger inns, Chatham has a healthy supply of small B&Bs — often historic Cape-style homes with 4 to 8
guest rooms, innkeepers who live on-site, and the kind of breakfasts that actually sustain you for a day of exploring.

Cottage rentals are also common in Chatham. Many are weekly rentals (Saturday to Saturday in peak season), which
suits families well. These tend to be residential neighborhoods within biking distance of the water rather than right
on it, but the tradeoff in price and space is usually worth it for longer stays.

What to Look For When Booking Chatham
Check-in days: Many Chatham properties switch to Saturday-to-Saturday weekly rentals in July and August. If
you want a mid-week arrival or a stay shorter than 7 nights in peak season, expect fewer options and higher nightly
rates.

Parking: Unlike Provincetown, Chatham is a driving town. Most inns and B&Bs have parking. Confirm, but it’s
rarely a problem here.

Bay vs. ocean: Know which water you want. Bay side means calmer, warmer, sunset views. Ocean side means surf,
cooler temperatures, and sunrise over the Atlantic. Both are beautiful — they’re just different experiences.

Direct booking: Chatham’s best inns are small, owner-operated properties. When you book through an OTA, the
inn pays 15–20% in commission — and often has less flexibility on rates, upgrades, and policies when you book that
way. Call or email directly.

Shoulder season value: May and October offer dramatically lower rates in Chatham. The town is quiet but far
from closed — most restaurants, galleries, and experiences run through Columbus Day at minimum. If you can
swing a May or October trip, do it.

Find Your Chatham Stay
Cape Cod Certified lists Chatham lodging that’s been locally verified — inns, B&Bs, and waterfront stays worth
booking. No OTA commission, no algorithm: just Cape Cod.

Browse Chatham certified stays → capecodcertified.com/lodging

Certified Local Businesses in Chatham
Cape Cod Certified recommends these verified local spots:

The Black Dog General Store Chatham — 4.4★ (105 Google reviews)

Cape Cod Coffee — Chatham — 4.4★ (242 Google reviews)

◈  T H I N G S  T O  D O

Make a day of it
Bookable experiences that pair perfectly with this guide. Scan any code to reserve.

BOOK ·  ~$90–$110

https://www.capecodcertified.com/lodging


Chatham Walking Food Tour
Chatham Food Tours · Chatham

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct.
Scan to book

BOOK ·  FROM $79

Chatham Bites and Sights Walking Guided Food Tasting Tour
Cape Cod Food Tours · Chatham

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

BOOK ·  ~$48/ADULT

Chatham Harbor Seal Tour
Beachcomber Boat Tours · Chatham

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

Headed to the Cape with friends? Share this guide.
Every share helps a real local business get found — and keeps Cape Cod guides free. Scan to send it
along.

Browse Chatham certified stays →

Cape Cod Certified · capecodcertified.com/guides/where-to-stay-chatham-cape-cod · Real guides, real local knowledge. Verify seasonal
details before you go.

https://www.capecodcertified.com/experiences


F O R  C A P E  C O D  B U S I N E S S E S

This is what being Cape Cod
Certified looks like.
You just read a guide that travelers and locals download, keep, and share. The businesses
inside it were chosen on merit — real vetting, real local knowledge, never pay-to-play.

Own a Cape Cod business? Get Certified and earn your place in guides like this one — in
front of the exact people planning their trip and their spend.

Get Certified → capecodcertified.com/join

https://www.capecodcertified.com/join?ref=guide-pdf

