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Most people drive through Buzzards Bay with their windows up and their eyes on the Bourne Bridge. That’s a
mistake. The village at the western gateway to Cape Cod sits where the Cape Cod Canal meets the bay — a working
waterfront with good fishing, a legendary bike path, and the kind of no-pretense energy that the boutique-and-

gallery towns to the south have long since lost.

Morning: Ride the South Bank of the Canal

Get to the Cape Cod Canal Trailhead off Trowbridge Road in Buzzards Bay before 9 a.m. if you can. The south bank
path — the Bourne side — runs 7 miles from the railroad bridge near Buzzards Bay village all the way to the
Sandwich end. It is flat, paved, and genuinely spectacular. The canal is one of the busiest sea-level waterways in the
country: container ships, tankers, and sailboats all move through on a fixed schedule, and watching a cargo vessel

pass at eye level from a bike path is something that never fully normalizes.

If you didn’t bring bikes, rentals are available seasonally nearby — check ahead before you go.

Midday: Fish the Breakwater or Wade Onset Beach

For fishing families, the canal’s Buzzards Bay end has public access points where surf casters and bottom fishermen

set up. Blues and stripers are the main targets in summer.

If you want water for swimming, head just north to Onset Beach in Wareham — it’s a short drive up Route 6 and sits
directly on Buzzards Bay. The beach faces west, so afternoon sun hits the water directly and the bay here is calm

compared to the ocean-facing south shore.

For lunch, the village along Main Street in Buzzards Bay has the kind of places locals actually eat: a diner, a sub

shop, a pizza counter.

Afternoon: Explore the Canal’s Eastern End

If you rode west in the morning, ride east in the afternoon toward Sandwich. The canal path shifts character as you

move — the Buzzards Bay end is more industrial and working, the Sandwich end more wooded and quiet.

Evening: Sunset Over Buzzards Bay

Buzzards Bay faces west. The breakwater area near the canal entrance gives an unobstructed view across the bay
toward the Elizabeth Islands and the distant smudge of Martha’s Vineyard. On a clear evening in July, the light on

Buzzards Bay turns the water copper and the ospreys make their last passes before dark.

Practical Notes

Getting there: Buzzards Bay village is just north of the Bourne Bridge on Route 6.

Parking: Canal path lots are free and managed by the Army Corps of Engineers. They fill on summer weekends by

mid-morning — arrive by 8:30 a.m.

Season: The canal path is open year-round and beautiful in every season.
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Tides: Buzzards Bay tides are modest, but they matter for fishing (canal current reverses with tide). Check a local

tide chart if fishing or wading is on the agenda.

Wind: Plan for it. Buzzards Bay earns its reputation — the bay is wide open to the southwest and afternoon wind is

nearly guaranteed in summer.

Certified Local Businesses in Buzzards Bay
Cape Cod Certified recommends these verified local spots:

¢ Leo’s Restaurant — 4.3% (697 Google reviews)

e Mezza Luna — 4.5% (1508 Google reviews)

4+ CERTIFIED LOCAL BUSINESSES

Who the locals trust for this

Real, vetted Cape Cod businesses — hand-picked by Cape Cod Certified. No pay-to-play, no fake

reviews. Scan any code to find them.

(CERTIFIED LOCAL )

Hair Today Plus
Buzzards Bay - Wellness / Spa / Salon

A Cape Cod Certified local — wellness. Sean fo visit

(CERTIFIED LOCAL )

Leo's Restaurant

Buzzards Bay - Restaurant / Food & Drink

A Cape Cod Certified local — restaurant.

(CERTIFIED LOCAL )

Mina's Barbershop

Buzzards Bay - Wellness / Spa / Salon

A Cape Cod Certified local — wellness. Scan to visit

(CERTIFIED LOCAL )

Hair Boutique 2

Buzzards Bay - Wellness / Spa / Salon

A Cape Cod Certified local — wellness.

(CERTIFIED LOCAL )

Brows Boutique & Spa

Buzzards Bay - Wellness / Spa / Salon

A Cape Cod Certified local — wellness. Scan to visit

(CERTIFIED LOCAL )




Mezza Luna

Buzzards Bay - Restaurant / Food & Drink

A Cape Cod Certified local — restaurant.

Scan to visit

@ THINGS TO DO

Make a day of it

Bookable experiences that pair perfectly with this guide. Scan any code to reserve.

Guided Kayak Tours
Cape Cod Kayak - Bourne

Scan to book

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct.

((BOOK - 28 PER PERSON )

Cape Cod Canal: Bike Rental

RideAway Adventures - Bourne
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Scan to book

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct.

Headed to the Cape with friends? Share this guide.

Every share helps a real local business get found — and keeps Cape Cod guides free. Scan to send it

along.

Explore Buzzards Bay Businesses —

Qe Cape Cod Certified - capecodcertified.com/guides/guide-buzzards-bay-cape-cod-canal - Real guides, real local knowledge. Verify seasonal
" details before you go.


https://www.capecodcertified.com/directory/buzzards-bay
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FOR CAPE COD BUSINESSES

This is what being Cape Cod
Certified looks like.

You just read a guide that travelers and locals download, keep, and share. The businesses

inside it were chosen on merit — real vetting, real local knowledge, never pay-to-play.

Own a Cape Cod business? Get Certified and earn your place in guides like this one — in

front of the exact people planning their trip and their spend.

Get Certified — capecodcertified.com/join



https://www.capecodcertified.com/join?ref=guide-pdf

