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Few regions as compact as Cape Cod pack this much live performance into a single summer. Within fifty miles of
highway — from the bridges at the base of the arm to the tip of Provincetown — you can catch a Tony Award-winning
revival at the oldest professional summer theater in the United States, watch an avant-garde world premiere that
may move to off-Broadway by October, hear a free band concert under a Kate Gould Park sky, and end the night at a
cabaret where the drinks are strong and the performers are stronger. The Cape’s performing arts calendar is not a
sideshow to its beaches. For a certain kind of visitor — and for most locals who have lived here longer than a season
— it is the whole point.

Here is everything you need to plan a summer built around the best stages on the Cape.

Cape Playhouse, Dennis — The Oldest Professional
Summer Theater in America
Route 6A, Dennis, MA

The Cape Playhouse opened in 1927, making it the oldest continuously operating professional summer theater in the
United States. Its founder, Raymond Moore, purchased an 1838 Unitarian meetinghouse in Dennis, had it moved to
the current site on Route 6A, and converted it into a theater. The building’s broad white clapboard exterior and
simple New England lines give no hint of what has happened inside it over the past century: Broadway-caliber
productions staged every summer by Equity actors in a house that seats just under 500 people.

The alumni list reads like a classic Hollywood casting call. Bette Davis worked here as an usher — she reportedly
took the job to get close to the actors — before being cast in a production and launching a career that would make
her one of the most celebrated actresses in American film history. Henry Fonda, Ginger Rogers, Humphrey Bogart,
and Lana Turner all performed on this stage in its early decades.

The season runs from June through Labor Day. Productions tend toward crowd-pleasing fare — musicals, comedies,
classic plays — performed at a professional level that regularly surprises first-time visitors expecting community
theater. Tickets sell out early for popular shows; book as soon as the season is announced.

The Cape Cinema next door is not an afterthought. Built in 1930 in art deco style, the Cape Cinema is one of the
most beautiful small movie theaters in New England. Its interior features a massive canvas mural painted by
Rockwell Kent, and the original Moderne architecture has been meticulously preserved. The cinema screens
independent and art-house films throughout the summer. A Playhouse show followed by a late film at the Cinema is
one of the great one-two evenings on the Mid-Cape.

Wellfleet Harbor Actors Theater (WHAT) — The Artistic
Counterweight
2357 US-6, Wellfleet, MA

If the Cape Playhouse represents the tradition of American summer theater, the Wellfleet Harbor Actors Theater
(known universally as WHAT) represents its edge. Founded in 1985, WHAT has built a national reputation for
premiering new works, staging challenging material, and attracting playwrights whose work is genuinely
unpredictable. Several WHAT productions have moved directly to off-Broadway runs after their Cape premieres.



The theater operates from two stages in Wellfleet, roughly an hour’s drive from Dennis along Route 6 through
Eastham and the Outer Cape. The Outer Cape’s landscape shifts noticeably as you approach Wellfleet — the light is
different, the pines give way to more open scrub, and the Atlantic coast (the east-facing shore, where the sun rises
across the open ocean) is close enough that you can smell it from the parking lot. WHAT fits its geography: theatrical
work that faces outward, toward something larger than easy entertainment.

The season runs late June through mid-September. Because productions are often edgier and more experimental,
WHAT is the right choice when you want to see something you might argue about over dinner afterward. It is also a
genuine discovery for visitors who did not know this caliber of theater existed this far from a major city.

Provincetown Theater — Where Tennessee Williams
Wrote
238 Bradford Street, Provincetown, MA

Tennessee Williams lived and worked in Provincetown, and his connection to the town runs deeper than biography.
The free-thinking, boundary-dissolving spirit of Provincetown — at the very tip of the Cape, two hours from the
bridges, accessible by ferry from Boston — shaped his sensibility and appears in his work. The Provincetown Theater
carries that inheritance.

The Provincetown Theater is a year-round venue, but summer is when it operates at full intensity. Multiple
companies use the space across the season, ranging from the Provincetown Theater’s own productions to visiting
troupes and festival programming. The Eugene O’Neill connection predates Williams: O’Neill began his career in
Provincetown with the Provincetown Players in the early twentieth century, and the town’s identity as a place that
incubates serious American drama is well over a hundred years old.

Provincetown itself warrants a full day or an overnight stay. The Commercial Street scene, the harbor views looking
west across Provincetown Harbor toward the bay sunset, the galleries, and the food make the drive to the tip
worthwhile even before you set foot in the theater. For couples, a summer evening in Provincetown — dinner,
theater, a walk on the pier as the sun drops into Cape Cod Bay — is about as good as the Cape gets.

Chatham Band Concerts at Kate Gould Park — The Free
Cape Cod Classic
Kate Gould Park, Chatham, MA — Friday evenings, 8:00 PM

No venue on this list costs less or delivers more authentic Cape Cod summer feeling than the Chatham Band
Concerts. Every Friday evening throughout the summer, the Chatham Band plays in Kate Gould Park in the center of
Chatham village. The concerts are free. The crowd — locals with folding chairs and blankets mixed with visitors who
wandered over from Main Street — numbers in the hundreds on a good night.

Chatham is one of the most picturesque towns on the Cape, with a classic downtown, excellent restaurants, and the
famous Chatham Fish Pier on the Atlantic (east) side where the fishing fleet comes in. The band concert starts at
8:00 PM, which means you arrive in the golden late-summer light and stay as dusk settles. Bring a blanket, find a
patch of grass, and listen to the music. This is not a performance you need to plan weeks in advance. It is the kind of
thing that becomes a ritual for second-home owners and repeat visitors: every Friday, without question, Kate Gould
Park.

The repertoire runs toward classic American band music, marches, show tunes, and popular standards. The quality
is high and the atmosphere is entirely relaxed. Children run around the periphery of the crowd. Someone always has
a dog. It is one of the most genuinely pleasurable free experiences on the Cape.



Cape Cod Melody Tent, Hyannis — Major Touring Acts
Under Canvas
21 West Main Street, Hyannis, MA

The Melody Tent is the Cape’s largest performing arts venue by capacity: a 2,300-seat tent theater in the round,
located in Hyannis, which sits on the south shore looking across Nantucket Sound. The tent format means every seat
has a sightline to the stage — there is no bad seat in the Melody Tent, which matters when a nationally touring act is
in the round 30 feet from the front row.

The Melody Tent books artists across genres: classic rock legends, country stars, comedy acts, tribute bands, R&B
performers. The season runs June through September. This is where you catch the larger names that a venue like the
Playhouse or WHAT cannot accommodate. The tent is open-air at the sides, which means a summer breeze and the
ambient warmth of a Cape evening, but also means performances are weather-dependent — check conditions before
you go.

Hyannis is about 30 minutes from Dennis and about 90 minutes from Provincetown, making it a natural midpoint
stop on a Cape itinerary built around the arts.

Brewster Band Concerts — A Quieter Village Tradition
Drummer Boy Park, Brewster, MA

Brewster’s band concerts offer a smaller-scale version of the Chatham tradition: outdoor music in a park setting, free
to attend, drawing a mix of locals and visitors. Drummer Boy Park in Brewster, with its broad open lawn and historic
windmill backdrop, is one of the loveliest outdoor settings on the Mid-Cape. The concerts happen on selected
evenings through the summer — check the Brewster town calendar for the current schedule.

Brewster sits on the Bay side (west-facing shore), so summer evenings here come with the kind of slow, extended
sunsets across Cape Cod Bay that visitors photograph and locals have learned to simply sit and watch. Pair a
Brewster concert with dinner at one of the Route 6A restaurants and a walk along the Bay flats at low tide.

Provincetown Cabaret and Comedy — Crown & Anchor
and Post Office Café
Provincetown’s nightlife arts scene is unlike anywhere else on the Cape. The Crown & Anchor on Commercial Street
hosts cabaret, drag performance, comedy, and live music across multiple indoor and outdoor spaces throughout the
summer. The Post Office Café & Cabaret presents polished cabaret acts in an intimate setting — the kind of room
where the performer is close enough to make eye contact with the front row.

This is performance culture that has its roots in Provincetown’s identity as a destination for LGBTQ+ travelers and
artists going back decades. The result is a cabaret tradition with genuine depth and professional caliber. Shows run
late — plan for a 9:00 or 10:00 PM curtain — and sell out on peak summer weekends. Book in advance.

Planning Your Cape Cod Arts Summer
A practical week of performing arts on the Cape might look like this: Cape Playhouse on Tuesday or Wednesday
evening, a day trip to WHAT in Wellfleet with time to walk the Atlantic-facing Outer Beach beforehand, a Friday



evening at the Chatham Band Concert, and a weekend night in Provincetown for theater and cabaret. The Melody
Tent fits into any night you want a major touring act.

Most venues open their summer season in mid to late June and run through Labor Day, with some extending into
September. Weekend performances sell out at the Playhouse and Provincetown venues particularly quickly in July
and August. Book leading roles in your week the way you would book a restaurant on a Saturday night in peak
season: early.

FAQ
Q: Is the Cape Playhouse really worth the drive to Dennis?
Yes, without qualification. The Cape Playhouse is a legitimate national treasure — the oldest professional summer
theater in the United States, housed in a nineteenth-century meetinghouse, with a performance history that spans
nearly a century of American theatrical culture. Productions are Equity shows performed by professional actors, and
the house is intimate enough that even the back rows feel close to the stage. If you visit the Cape in summer and care
about theater at all, Dennis is worth the trip. Budget time for the Cape Cinema next door.

Q: How different is WHAT from the Cape Playhouse?
They are complementary opposites. The Playhouse produces crowd-pleasing, accessible work — musicals, familiar
plays, polished entertainment. WHAT produces riskier, more challenging work: world premieres, avant-garde
pieces, plays that require and reward active engagement from the audience. Both are worth your time, but they serve
different moods. Choose the Playhouse when you want a reliable, excellent evening. Choose WHAT when you want
to see something that might change how you think about theater.

Q: Do I need tickets in advance for the Chatham Band Concerts?
No. The Chatham Band Concerts at Kate Gould Park are free and unticketed. Arrive early to claim a good spot,
especially on peak summer Fridays in July and August when the crowd can number several hundred people. Bring a
low-profile beach chair or a blanket, and be prepared for the park to fill in the hour before the 8:00 PM start.

Q: What is the best way to combine a Provincetown theater visit with a day on
the Cape?
Take the ferry from Hyannis to Provincetown if you want to avoid the two-hour drive. The Hy-Line Cruises high-
speed ferry makes the crossing in about an hour. Arrive in the late morning, walk Commercial Street, have lunch,
spend the afternoon exploring the Provincetown Art Association or the Cape Cod National Seashore dunes on the
Atlantic side, have dinner, and catch an evening show at the Provincetown Theater or a cabaret at the Crown &
Anchor. The last ferry back runs in the evening — check the schedule for the current timetable, as last departures
vary by season.

Q: Is the Cape Cod Melody Tent indoors or outdoors?
The Melody Tent is a tent theater — open at the sides, covered overhead. This means you get the feel of an outdoor
concert without full exposure to rain, but the venue is not climate-controlled. Dress in layers for summer evenings,
which can cool significantly after sunset even in July and August. The in-the-round format means every one of the
2,300 seats has a direct view of the stage, which is one of the Melody Tent’s strongest selling points for major touring
acts.

◈  T H I N G S  T O  D O

Make a day of it
Bookable experiences that pair perfectly with this guide. Scan any code to reserve.



BOOK ·  FREE–$30+

Glassblowing Demonstration & Studio
The Glass Studio on Cape Cod · Sandwich

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

BOOK ·  ~$200+ COURSE

Wheel-Throwing Pottery Class
Cultural Center of Cape Cod · Yarmouth

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

BOOK ·  ~$10–$14 +  PIECE

Paint-Your-Own-Pottery Session
Color Me Mine Cape Cod · Mashpee

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

Headed to the Cape with friends? Share this guide.
Every share helps a real local business get found — and keeps Cape Cod guides free. Scan to send it

along.

Explore the Cape Cod Directory →

Cape Cod Certified · capecodcertified.com/guides/cape-cod-outdoor-theater-guide · Real guides, real local knowledge. Verify seasonal
details before you go.
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This is what being Cape Cod
Certified looks like.
You just read a guide that travelers and locals download, keep, and share. The businesses
inside it were chosen on merit — real vetting, real local knowledge, never pay-to-play.

Own a Cape Cod business? Get Certified and earn your place in guides like this one — in
front of the exact people planning their trip and their spend.

Get Certified → capecodcertified.com/join
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