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Yarmouth is Cape Cod at full width.

Stand at Bass Hole and look north toward the bay. The boardwalk stretches out over the marsh, the tidal flat spreads
a quarter mile into the water at low tide, and the light — especially in the hour before sunset — turns every blade of
spartina gold. Then drive south on any road that crosses Route 6A, pass through the quiet village of Yarmouth Port,
continue south through West Yarmouth, and arrive at the busy, cheerful, seafood-scented shore of Route 28. Same
town. Completely different Cape Cod.

That range is what makes Yarmouth worth understanding rather than just passing through.

The Four Villages (and Why It Matters)
Yarmouth contains four distinct places that share a town line but operate like separate worlds.

Yarmouth Port sits on the Old King’s Highway — Route 6A — and is one of the most intact historic villages on
Cape Cod. The road here is canopied by old trees, lined with captain’s houses, and interrupted by antique shops and
small galleries. The pace is slow. The architecture is serious. This is the Cape Cod that ends up on postcards.

West Yarmouth flanks Route 28 on the western side of town. It is a classic Cape resort strip — motels, mini golf,
pizza, ice cream, and beaches that fill up by 9am in July. It is not quaint, and it does not pretend to be. It is cheerful,
affordable, and functional, and families have been happy there for decades.

South Yarmouth continues east along Route 28 with more of the same resort character, anchored by the Bass
River area, which is where the scenery picks back up. The river, the bridge, the waterfront dining — South Yarmouth
earns its place on the itinerary.

Bass River is technically a geographic feature that doubles as a neighborhood identity. The river divides Yarmouth
from Dennis, and the area around it — on both shores — has a waterfront character that neither village fully claims
but both benefit from.

Start in Yarmouth Port. End at Bass River. Everything in between is up to you.

Gray’s Beach and Bass Hole: The One Thing You Cannot
Skip
If you do one thing in Yarmouth, do this.

Gray’s Beach, also called Bass Hole, sits at the end of Center Street in Yarmouth Port. It is not a swimming beach. It
is something better — a tidal flat experience that has no real equivalent on the south side of Cape Cod, and few rivals
anywhere on the peninsula.

The boardwalk leaves the parking area and crosses over the salt marsh, extending several hundred feet out to a small
platform at the edge of the flat. At high tide the water surrounds the marsh grass and the whole scene reads as a
classic Cape bay view. At low tide, everything changes. The flat exposes itself — a quarter mile of wet sand and tidal
pools stretching toward the channel, alive with shorebirds, crabs, periwinkles, and hermit crabs picked clean by
gulls. Children lose track of time here. Adults do too.



The practical details: - The boardwalk is completely flat and easy for strollers and young children - Low tide is the
target — check a tide chart before you go and arrive 30 to 60 minutes before low - Parking is free and the lot is small;
arrive early in summer or expect to circle - The light is extraordinary in the late afternoon; golden hour here is worth
planning around - There are no facilities beyond a small parking area; come prepared

The tidal flat at Bass Hole is one of those places that appears on every short list of underrated Cape Cod experiences.
The people who know, know. Now you know.

Bass River: Paddling, Herring, and Waterfront Views
Bass River is one of Cape Cod’s most appealing tidal rivers — wide, calm, lined with marsh and cottage-scale
development, and long enough to give a kayaker or paddleboarder a real sense of passage.

The river runs roughly north-south, draining into Nantucket Sound at the Bass River inlet near South Yarmouth.
You can launch from multiple points along both the Yarmouth and Dennis banks. The paddling is gentle enough for
beginners, interesting enough for experienced paddlers who want wildlife rather than challenge. Osprey nest along
the upper river. Great blue herons stand in the shallows at the bends. In spring, herring run up the river in numbers
that draw birds and people in equal measure.

The area around the Bass River Bridge on Route 28 is worth a stop even if you are not paddling. There are
waterfront restaurants within walking distance of the bridge, and the views up and down the river from the bridge
itself are among the better casual views in this part of the Cape.

What to know: - Kayak and paddleboard rentals are available in the area seasonally - The upper river near the
herring run is quieter and more wild than the lower stretches near the sound - The Bass River Herring Run is a
public conservation area worth visiting in late April and May - Motorboat traffic increases toward the sound; the
upper river is calmer for paddle sports

The Beaches
Yarmouth has three primary public beaches, each with a distinct character.

Gray’s Beach (Bass Hole)
Already covered above. Not a swimming beach — the water is very shallow and the tidal flat is the point. Ideal for
young children exploring.

Parker’s River Beach
Parker’s River Beach sits on Nantucket Sound in South Yarmouth, near where Parker’s River meets the shore. It is a
classic sound-side beach: calm water, gentle entry, warm temperatures by midsummer. Families dominate the scene
here, and for good reason — it is safe, manageable, and the water is genuinely comfortable. Parking fee applies in
summer.

Seagull Beach
Seagull Beach in West Yarmouth is the town’s largest and most popular south-facing beach. It faces Nantucket
Sound along a long, straight shore with good sand and reasonable surf by sound standards. It fills up early on clear
summer days. Come early or resign yourself to the parking fee and a walk. The beach itself is worth it — this is a
proper summer beach in the classic Cape mode, busy and energetic and fun.

Parking fees apply at all town beaches in summer. Purchase a daily or seasonal pass. Cash and card accepted
at most lots.



Route 6A: A Walk Through Yarmouth Port
Route 6A through Yarmouth Port is one of the most rewarding short drives — or walks — on Cape Cod. The road is
narrow and canopied, the houses are serious Greek Revival and Federal-period sea captain’s homes, and the
commercial interruptions are almost entirely antique shops and galleries rather than chains.

Give yourself an afternoon. Park anywhere along the main stretch and walk. The antique shops vary from formal
dealers to barn-style accumulations, and even if you buy nothing, the browsing is genuinely interesting. Several
galleries carry work by local artists. Small specialty shops appear without pattern and reward slow walking.

The character of Route 6A — the Old King’s Highway — survives in Yarmouth Port better than in some neighboring
towns. It is not a museum piece; people live here. But it has the texture of a place that has not been erased and
rebuilt, and that is increasingly rare on the Cape.

History Worth Knowing
Captain Bangs Hallet House
The Captain Bangs Hallet House on Strawberry Lane in Yarmouth Port is a Greek Revival house built in 1840 and
operated as a house museum by the Historical Society of Old Yarmouth. Captain Hallet was a China trade merchant
mariner, and the house depicts the life and material culture of a prosperous sea captain’s family in the mid-19th
century.

The house sits on a large property with a kitchen garden, a privy, and a dramatic weeping beech tree on the grounds.
Tours run seasonally. If you have any interest in Cape Cod’s maritime and mercantile history, this is one of the better
house museums on the peninsula — small enough to engage seriously, curated enough to tell a real story.

Winslow Crocker House
Also in Yarmouth Port, the Winslow Crocker House is a National Historic Landmark administered by Historic New
England. Built around 1780, the house was later moved to its current site and filled with a significant collection of
New England antiques — furniture, ceramics, and textiles accumulated by a private collector over decades.

Open seasonally. Check Historic New England’s schedule for tour times.

Family Highlights
Cape Cod Inflatable Park
On Bass River in South Yarmouth, the Cape Cod Inflatable Park is exactly what it sounds like — a water obstacle
course on the river, built from interconnected inflatable platforms, slides, and climbing structures. It is very popular
with children and teenagers in summer, and it books up. Reserve in advance online if this is on your list.

It is not scenic. It is loud and crowded and the children love it. That is the whole point.

YD Sox Baseball
The Yarmouth-Dennis Red Sox play in the Cape Cod Baseball League at Red Wilson Field in South Yarmouth. The
CCBL is one of the country’s premier summer collegiate leagues — these are the best amateur players in the country,
many of whom become major leaguers, playing for free under the lights on summer nights.



The YD Sox are one of the most storied franchises in the league. Tickets are free (donations appreciated). Bring lawn
chairs or blankets. Arrive early for a good spot. Evening games have a particular summer-in-New-England feeling
that is difficult to manufacture and very easy to enjoy.

Dining
Route 28 through West and South Yarmouth has a dense concentration of casual seafood restaurants, clam shacks,
pizza places, and family dining options. This is not a destination dining scene — it is a functional, affordable, and
varied resort-town strip where you will not go hungry and the fried seafood is reliably good.

What to look for: - Waterfront dining along Bass River, where a handful of restaurants take advantage of the river
views - Seafood shacks along Route 28 for fried clams, fish and chips, and lobster rolls - Route 6A in Yarmouth Port
for quieter, more local-feeling options

Yarmouth does not have a culinary identity the way Wellfleet or Provincetown does, but it is a town where you can
feed a family affordably and well, which matters more than the food press would have you believe.

Getting Around Yarmouth
Yarmouth stretches the full width of Cape Cod — about five miles from the bay to the sound — and is organized
around two parallel east-west corridors. Route 6A runs along the bay side and is the scenic, slower option. Route 28
runs along the sound side and handles the commercial traffic. North-south roads connect them, but they are not fast.

Expect to drive between the different parts of town. A bike is a genuine option for Route 6A and the Yarmouth Port
area, and the Cape Cod Rail Trail runs through South Yarmouth with easy access to the rest of the trail network.
Parking in Yarmouth Port is free and informal; beach parking requires a day pass in summer.

When to Go
July and August are the peak season in Yarmouth. The beaches fill, the restaurants run waits, and Route 28 moves
slowly on Friday afternoons and Sunday departures. Bass Hole and the historic areas on Route 6A are somewhat
buffered from the worst of the crowds, but the sound-side beaches are busy.

June is an excellent time to visit. The CCBL season starts in mid-June, the water is cold but the beaches are not
crowded, and the inflatable park is open. The days are long and the Cape is not yet at full summer saturation.

September is arguably the best time. The water is warmest after a summer of sun, the crowds thin dramatically
after Labor Day, and the light on the marsh at Bass Hole in early September is among the best of the year.

A Simple Two-Day Itinerary
Day One — Bay Side and Historic Yarmouth Port

Morning at Bass Hole. Check the tide chart and arrive 45 minutes before low tide. Walk the boardwalk, explore the
flat, watch the birds work the exposed pools. Leave before the heat peaks and the parking lot turns over.

Spend midday on Route 6A — browse the antique shops, have lunch at a local spot, stop at the Captain Bangs Hallet
House if the tour schedule aligns.



Afternoon: return to Bass Hole for golden hour if the tide is favorable, or drive Bass River Road for views of the
upper river.

Day Two — Sound Side and Bass River

Morning at Seagull Beach or Parker’s River Beach, depending on how much surf you want.

Afternoon: rent kayaks on Bass River and explore the upper river. Or let the kids loose at Cape Cod Inflatable Park.

Evening: YD Sox game at Red Wilson Field. Bring a blanket. Stay for the whole game.

Yarmouth does not announce itself. It does not have the drama of Wellfleet or the density of Provincetown. What it
has is width — a full cross-section of Cape Cod compressed into a single town, from the most serene tidal flat on the
bay to the cheerful chaos of a summer resort strip on the sound.

The people who take the time to walk the boardwalk at Bass Hole at low tide — and who come back the next night for
a CCBL game — understand why Yarmouth has been drawing families for a very long time.

◈  T H I N G S  T O  D O

Make a day of it
Bookable experiences that pair perfectly with this guide. Scan any code to reserve.

BOOK ·  FROM $135

Porgy / Seabass / Blackfish Private 6 Pass Charter
Bounty Hunter Fisheries LLC · Yarmouth

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

BOOK ·  FROM $135

Nantucket Shoals Fluke
Bounty Hunter Fisheries LLC · Yarmouth

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

BOOK ·  FROM $135

RI Tog Private Charter Bounty Hunter II Weekend & Holiday
Bounty Hunter Fisheries LLC · Yarmouth

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

Headed to the Cape with friends? Share this guide.
Every share helps a real local business get found — and keeps Cape Cod guides free. Scan to send it
along.

Explore Cape Cod Certified →

Cape Cod Certified · capecodcertified.com/guides/yarmouth-ma-guide · Real guides, real local knowledge. Verify seasonal details before
you go.

https://www.capecodcertified.com/directory
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This is what being Cape Cod
Certified looks like.
You just read a guide that travelers and locals download, keep, and share. The businesses
inside it were chosen on merit — real vetting, real local knowledge, never pay-to-play.

Own a Cape Cod business? Get Certified and earn your place in guides like this one — in
front of the exact people planning their trip and their spend.

Get Certified → capecodcertified.com/join

https://www.capecodcertified.com/join?ref=guide-pdf

