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Most visitors driving through Yarmouth see Route 28 and assume the town is strip malls and miniature golf. That’s
one layer — and it misses the town entirely. Things to do in Yarmouth, Cape Cod range from a nearly tourist-free
boardwalk over a working salt marsh to striped bass fishing on the tidal river that divides Yarmouth from Dennis.
Yarmouth splits cleanly into two characters: the historic north along Route 6A, with sea captains’ homes and a
proper village center, and the family-oriented south facing Nantucket Sound. Knowing which side you want
determines where you park and how your day runs.

Gray’s Beach (Bass Hole): The Boardwalk Almost
Nobody Uses
Gray’s Beach in Yarmouth Port is one of the most underrated conservation areas in all of Mid Cape. It sits at the end
of Center Street off Route 6A — a quiet parcel anchored by a 900-foot elevated wooden boardwalk that extends out
over a working salt marsh and the tidal flats of Bass Creek.

At high tide, the boardwalk frames a clean view of marsh grass and Cape Cod Bay. At low tide — and this is when you
want to be here — the flats open up for a quarter mile or more. You can walk out onto them. The bay floor is sandy
and firm, the water ankle-deep in places, and on a clear day you can see Great Island across the water in Wellfleet.
This is the kind of quiet, textured Cape Cod experience that feels genuinely local, not curated.

Why almost no tourists come here: there is no surfing, no concession stand, no lifeguard in most areas [VERIFY
current lifeguard schedule], and no dramatic wave action to photograph. The parking lot off Center Street holds
maybe thirty cars. Come on a weekday morning in July and you share it with dog walkers, birders, and families with
young children wading in the flats. Low tide timing matters — check a tide chart before you go and aim to arrive
within an hour of low. The marsh smell in August is strong. That is the sign you are doing it right.

Gray’s Beach also has a small sandy area for bay swimming. The water is calm, shallow, and warm — bay side
temperatures in July and August regularly reach the low 70s Fahrenheit. For anyone who finds the Atlantic side too
cold or too rough, this is the right beach.

Parking: Free in the Center Street lot. Arrive early on summer weekends — the lot fills faster than its size suggests.

Bass River: Crabbing, Stripers, and Kayaking the Town
Line
Bass River forms the natural boundary between Yarmouth and Dennis, running north from Nantucket Sound
through the center of both towns. It is a proper tidal river — wide, with real current, and holding actual fish.

For families, the Route 28 bridge area is a reliable crabbing spot. Kids lower chicken-neck lines off the bridge at the
right stage of tide and pull blue crabs through August [VERIFY current bridge access and safety rail situation].
Recreational crabbing in Massachusetts requires no permit under the state’s personal-use limits — check current
Massachusetts Marine Fisheries regulations before you go. It costs nothing, keeps children occupied for hours, and
works.

For anglers, the lower Bass River is productive striped bass water. The channel edges and drop-offs hold fish at dawn
and dusk, particularly in June and September when bait is moving through. Shore access exists near the river’s
mouth where it meets Nantucket Sound [VERIFY exact public access points — access near the mouth has been
variable]. The river does not have a public boat ramp directly on it, but the surrounding area has launch options
[VERIFY current put-in locations, as access points have shifted in recent years].



Kayaking and paddleboarding on the Bass River is a genuine pleasure. The current is manageable for most paddlers,
the scenery is salt marsh and tidal pond rather than development, and you can work well north into sheltered water.
At least one outfitter in the South Yarmouth area rents sit-on-top kayaks suited for river use [VERIFY current rental
operators and pricing]. The stretch under Route 134 further north narrows and quiets — better birding territory than
the wider southern end.

South Yarmouth and the Nantucket Sound Beaches
Yarmouth’s south side faces Nantucket Sound, which sits between the Cape and the islands. The Sound’s shallow
geometry means water temperatures consistently outpace the Atlantic by several degrees — hitting the high 60s and
low 70s on good summer days. If the Atlantic side at Nauset or Marconi feels like swimming in a cold mountain lake,
the Sound side fixes that.

The main town beaches here include Seagull Beach and Parkers River Beach. Seagull Beach, at the end of South Sea
Avenue, is the largest, with bathhouses and lifeguards in season [VERIFY current lifeguard hours and season dates].
It is the right beach for families with young swimmers — no significant rip current on calm days, no heavy shore
break, reliable warmth.

Parkers River Beach, off River Street, is slightly smaller and often overlooked when Seagull fills up. Both operate
under the same parking arrangement: non-residents need a town parking pass during peak season [VERIFY 2026
day-pass availability, where to purchase, and cost — this changes year to year and has been handled differently
across recent summers].

Route 28 through South Yarmouth has the commercial density that gives Yarmouth its reputation — waterparks, ice
cream stands, pizza, and mini golf. None of that is wrong if you have a ten-year-old and a free afternoon. It is one
piece of a larger town, not the whole story.

Route 6A and Yarmouth Port: Sea Captains’ Row on the
North Shore
Cross Route 6 into Yarmouth’s north side and the town changes completely. Yarmouth Port, along Route 6A, holds
one of the most intact concentrations of Greek Revival and Federal-style sea captains’ homes on the entire Cape. The
captains who built them were active in the coastal and China trades through the 18th and 19th centuries, and their
wealth shows in the scale and architectural detail of the houses lining the road.

The Captain Bangs Hallet House on Strawberry Lane, just off Route 6A, is a preserved 1840s captain’s home
operated as a historic house museum by the Historical Society of Old Yarmouth [VERIFY current tour schedule, days
of operation, and admission cost — hours have shifted in recent years]. Even if you skip the tour, the streetscape of
Yarmouth Port village warrants a slow walk — the density of well-maintained period architecture here is unusual
even by Cape standards.

The village also holds the Parnassus Book Service, one of the oldest operating bookshops on the Cape. It occupies a
building with pre-Civil War roots, stocks floor-to-ceiling shelves of used and antiquarian books, and runs an honor-
system outdoor case of used paperbacks year-round [VERIFY current operating status and hours]. It is exactly the
kind of place that has disappeared from most towns.

Route 6A through Yarmouth Port also carries a reliable stretch of antique dealers, with several shops clustered here
and continuing into Barnstable to the west and Dennis to the east. The inventory leans maritime, Americana, and
Cape-specific — prices reflect a knowledgeable neighborhood, not a barn sale.

If you are splitting a day in Yarmouth, the sequence that works: Gray’s Beach at low tide in the morning, Route 6A
browsing at midday, a Sound beach in the afternoon.



Quick Facts: Yarmouth Logistics
Gray’s Beach (Bass Hole): Center Street, Yarmouth Port. Free parking in the lot at the end of Center Street.
No lifeguard in most areas [VERIFY]. Dog-friendly on leash outside swim zones. Best at low tide — bring a tide
chart.

Bass River crabbing: Route 28 bridge, South Yarmouth. No permit required for recreational crabbing under
Massachusetts limits — confirm current regulations at mass.gov. Best in summer on an incoming tide.

Sound beaches: Non-resident parking requires a town day pass [VERIFY 2026 pricing and purchase method].
Lifeguards in season [VERIFY specific dates and hours at each beach].

Captain Bangs Hallet House: Strawberry Lane off Route 6A, Yarmouth Port. Tours by the Historical Society
of Old Yarmouth [VERIFY current days, times, admission].

Parnassus Book Service: Route 6A, Yarmouth Port. Cash and check preferred [VERIFY current payment
methods and hours].

Getting here: Yarmouth sits in Mid Cape between Barnstable (west) and Dennis (east). Route 6A runs the
north side; Route 28 runs the south. Route 6 (the Mid-Cape Highway) divides them. For Yarmouth Port and the
north side, use Exit 7 (Willow Street) off Route 6 — there is no direct Route 6 exit for the village center.

FAQ
Is Gray’s Beach in Yarmouth Port worth visiting? Yes — Gray’s Beach, also called Bass Hole, is one of the
most underrated conservation areas on the Cape. The 900-foot boardwalk over the salt marsh and the tidal flats
exposed at low tide give it a character completely unlike any of the standard beach stops. It is rarely crowded even in
July and August. Arrive within an hour of low tide for the best walking on the flats.

Do I need a beach sticker for Yarmouth beaches? Non-residents need a parking pass for the main town
beaches, including Seagull Beach and Parkers River Beach. Day passes have been available in recent seasons
[VERIFY 2026 availability, cost, and where to purchase — arrangements have varied year to year]. Gray’s Beach on
the bay side has free parking in a small lot and does not require a sticker.

Is Bass River good for kayaking? Bass River is one of the better flat-water kayaking options in Mid Cape —
manageable current, salt marsh scenery, and enough river length for a solid half-day. Launch access exists in the
area, though you should confirm current put-in locations before going, as access points have shifted. Rentals are
available nearby [VERIFY current operators].

What is the difference between Yarmouth and South Yarmouth? Both are part of the same town.
Yarmouth Port (north, Route 6A) is the historic village with sea captains’ houses, Gray’s Beach, and the bookshop.
South Yarmouth (south, Route 28) is the commercial strip and family-beach side facing Nantucket Sound. They feel
like different towns — and that contrast is the point of this guide.

Find certified Cape Cod local businesses → capecodcertified.com/directory

◈  T H I N G S  T O  D O

Make a day of it
Bookable experiences that pair perfectly with this guide. Scan any code to reserve.

https://www.capecodcertified.com/directory


BOOK ·  VARIES

Kayak, SUP & Pedal Boat Rentals
Cape Cod Waterways · Dennis

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book
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Kayak & SUP Rentals + Bass River Tour
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A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book
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Kayak & Paddleboard Rentals — Mashpee
RideAway Adventures · Mashpee

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

Headed to the Cape with friends? Share this guide.
Every share helps a real local business get found — and keeps Cape Cod guides free. Scan to send it
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