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Best Bars on Cape Cod:
Where to Drink After
Dinner, Town by Town

A free field guide from the people who actually live here.
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The Cape Cod bar scene is best understood on its own terms: this is not a city nightlife destination, and that is part of
its appeal. What you will find is cold beer with ocean views, genuine local dive bars that have been pouring since
before you were born, raw bars on a bluff above the Atlantic, and — if you make it to Provincetown — one of the most
distinctive evening scenes on the entire East Coast. Here is where to drink, town by town, with honest notes on what

each spot actually delivers.

Provincetown: The Cape’s Only True Nightlife Scene

If you want something that feels like an actual city after dark, Provincetown is your only option on the Cape — and it
delivers in a way most beach towns simply cannot. Commercial Street at 10pm on a Saturday in July has real energy:
people spilling out of bars, drag performers posting up outside venues, and the kind of loose crowd that only exists

when everyone is on vacation and no one has anywhere to be the next morning.

The Crown & Anchor complex on Commercial Street is the anchor of the scene. In a single building you will find
multiple venues including a nightclub called The Vault, a cabaret space, and a dance floor [VERIFY current lineup —
the venue mix has shifted seasonally in recent years]. Drag shows run Thursday through Sunday in peak season
[VERIFY current schedule] and are genuinely worth attending for anyone regardless of sexual orientation or prior

drag show experience.

The Atlantic House — locally called the A-House — has a claim to being one of the oldest gay bars in America
[VERIFY founding date; the bar has been in continuous operation for decades]. It is a Provincetown institution with

multiple bars and a dance floor. Less polished than Crown & Anchor, more local in feel.

The Paramount is another venue for live entertainment and drag performances [VERIFY current lineup and
schedule]. Commercial Street has enough options that you can wander and find your crowd without a plan. Bars in

Provincetown stay open later than anywhere else on the Cape in peak season.

One practical note: parking in Provincetown in summer is genuinely difficult. Town lots off Bradford Street fill by
early afternoon on weekends. Arrive before noon or use the Provincetown Ferry from Boston or Plymouth if you are
day-tripping.

Chatham: The Chatham Squire Is the Essential Cape Bar

The Chatham Squire, on Main Street in Chatham, is the essential Cape Cod bar — and if you only do one thing on
this list, do this one. There is a bar side and a restaurant side in the same building, and they are very different
experiences. The bar side is cash-only [VERIFY current payment policy — this has been the long-standing practice],
loud in a comfortable way, and packed with people who have been coming here for twenty years sitting next to

people who discovered it three hours ago. The restaurant side takes cards and does solid seafood.

The Squire is where you go to feel like you are actually on Cape Cod rather than at a generic coastal resort. It
operates year-round, which means the locals are there in January when the visitors are gone, and those same locals
are wedged between summer crowds in August. The tap list is not remarkable. The atmosphere is. There are very few

bars on the Cape worth making a trip to see. The Squire is one of them.

For a more upscale cocktail in Chatham, Del Mar Bar and Bistro [VERIFY current hours and whether it still operates

under this name] offers a refined alternative along the same Main Street corridor.



Wellfleet: The Beachcomber Above the Atlantic

The Beachcomber at Cahoon Hollow Beach in Wellfleet is a summer institution, and its setting is the reason. It sits
on a bluff above the Atlantic at the top of a dune path, which gives it the kind of view that most bars claim to have
and don’t. Raw bar, draft beer, and live music on weekend afternoons [VERIFY current entertainment schedule and
whether the beach party atmosphere continues]. It is crowded from mid-afternoon on a summer weekend, and that

is entirely the point.

The Beachcomber operates seasonally — do not assume it is open before Memorial Day or after Labor Day without
confirming [VERIFY exact season dates]. Parking at Cahoon Hollow Beach requires a Wellfleet beach sticker or a
paid day pass [VERIFY current day parking rate].

For a quieter drink in the area, Duck Creek Tavern in Wellfleet Center [VERIFY current operation] offers a more

local alternative without the beach-party energy.

A note for Outer Cape visitors who plan to swim before or after a visit: the Great White shark presence near Outer
Cape beaches from July through November is well-documented by the Atlantic White Shark Conservancy. Cahoon
Hollow is on that stretch. The Beachcomber sits on a bluff well above the beach, so it is not relevant to your

afternoon drink — but know what is in the water before you go in.

Hyannis and Falmouth: Functional Mid-Cape Options

Hyannis is the most conventional nightlife hub on the Cape by default — it is the largest town center and has the
most concentrated commercial activity. Embargo [VERIFY still operating and current hours] has been a Main Street
anchor for cocktails and bar crowds. The options here are serviceable without being destination-worthy. Hyannis

drinking is something you do because you are staying nearby, not something you plan a special evening around.

In Falmouth, the British Beer Company [VERIFY current hours and tap list] offers a pub atmosphere with a solid
draft selection. Liam Maguire’s Irish Pub [VERIFY still operating] has historically been the live music option in

Falmouth. Neither is extraordinary, but both are reliable stops if you are on the Upper Cape for the weekend.

Breweries and the Cape’s One Winery

Cape Cod Beer in Hyannis is the largest regional producer and operates a taproom where you can work through their
lineup, including the flagship Cape Cod Red and whatever seasonal is pouring [VERIFY current taproom hours and

whether tours still run]. It is a straightforward and pleasant way to spend an hour if you are in the Hyannis area.

Devil’s Purse Brewing in South Dennis [VERIFY current taproom hours] is a smaller operation with a loyal local
following. Their ales are well-regarded and the taproom is a worthwhile stop on the mid-Cape, particularly if you are
coming off the Rail Trail.

Naukabout Beer Company [VERIFY current location and hours — the brewery has shifted operations in recent

seasons] has a following worth checking on before making a special trip.

Truro Vineyards is the most established winery operating on Cape Cod proper [VERIFY whether any additional
small producers have opened]. The wine ranges from competent to good. The setting — a working vineyard in one of
the more rural stretches of the Lower Cape near Route 6A — is the main draw. They offer tastings and occasional

tours [VERIFY current tasting hours and fee].

Quick Facts Before You Go



Closing times: Most bars on the Cape close between midnight and 1am. On Sunday nights and in the shoulder
season, many close earlier — 11pm is not unusual outside of Provincetown. Plan your evenings earlier than you

would in a city.

Shoulder and off-season: After Labor Day, options contract fast. The Chatham Squire operates year-round. The
Beachcomber closes seasonally. Provincetown has a real shoulder season through October — Carnival in August,
Bear Week, and Wellfleet OysterFest on the third weekend of October bring crowds — but winter is quiet across the
whole Cape.

Getting around: Uber and Lyft are available but thinner than you expect, especially on the Outer Cape. Wait times

on weekend nights in Wellfleet or Truro can be significant. Sort out your transportation before you go out, not after.

Dress code: None, anywhere on this list. Shorts and flip-flops are standard at every venue here except possibly Del

Mar in Chatham for a nicer dinner.

FAQ

Is Provincetown worth a trip just for the nightlife? Yes, if you enjoy a genuine evening scene with some real
energy behind it. The Commercial Street crowd on a summer Saturday night is unlike anything else on the Cape —
drag shows, dancing, people in the street, and bars that actually stay open. For anyone who finds generic beach-town

nights too quiet, Provincetown solves that problem.

What is the Chatham Squire and why does everyone recommend it? It is a cash-only (bar side) local
institution on Main Street in Chatham that has served as the town’s social anchor for decades. The bar side is loud,

crowded, and genuinely fun. The restaurant side is calmer. Most people mean the bar side when they recommend it.

Does Cape Cod have craft beer worth seeking out? A modest but real scene exists. Cape Cod Beer in Hyannis
is the largest local producer. Devil’s Purse in South Dennis is the other consistent name. You will not find the density

of options you would in a craft beer city, but there are legitimate local options if you look for them.

What time do bars close on Cape Cod? Most close between midnight and 1am, with earlier closings on
weeknights and in the shoulder season. Provincetown in July and August is the exception — expect later hours there.
Plan accordingly if you are driving back to another town.

Find certified Cape Cod restaurants, bars, and local businesses in the Cape Cod Certified directory.

@ THINGS TO DO

Make a day of it

Bookable experiences that pair perfectly with this guide. Scan any code to reserve.

(BOOK - FROM $689 )

Cape Cod Catamaran — Sailing & Billingsgate Island

Cape Cod Catamaran - Wellfleet

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct.

(BOOK - FROM $100 )

Cape Cod Pirate Adventure Paddle Hunt and Battle

Cape Cod Pirate Adventures - Dennis

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. e el


https://www.capecodcertified.com/directory

Cape Heli Tours — Helicopter Sightseeing

Cape Heli Tours - Hyannis

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Sean fo book

Headed to the Cape with friends? Share this guide.

Every share helps a real local business get found — and keeps Cape Cod guides free. Scan to send it
along.

Explore the Cape Cod Directory —

Qe Cape Cod Certified - capecodcertified.com/guides/best-bars-cape-cod-nightlife - Real guides, real local knowledge. Verify seasonal details
before you go.


https://www.capecodcertified.com/directory
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FOR CAPE COD BUSINESSES

This is what being Cape Cod
Certified looks like.

You just read a guide that travelers and locals download, keep, and share. The businesses

inside it were chosen on merit — real vetting, real local knowledge, never pay-to-play.

Own a Cape Cod business? Get Certified and earn your place in guides like this one — in

front of the exact people planning their trip and their spend.

Get Certified — capecodcertified.com/join



https://www.capecodcertified.com/join?ref=guide-pdf

