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A Nantucket day trip from Cape Cod is genuinely worth doing — but only if you go in with honest expectations. From
Hyannis, you can be walking cobblestone streets in about an hour on the fast ferry, and you’ll have roughly 6 to 7
hours on the island before you need to board for the return. That’s enough to explore downtown, rent a bike, ride to
a beach, eat a proper lunch, and soak in something that feels unlike anywhere else in New England. It is not enough
to “see Nantucket.” That’s a different trip entirely.

Fast Ferry vs. Slow Ferry: This Decision Defines Your
Day
This is the most important logistics call for a Nantucket day trip, and the right answer is almost always the fast ferry.

Hy-Line Cruises operates a high-speed catamaran from Hyannis Harbor to Nantucket in approximately 1 hour.
The Steamship Authority also runs from Hyannis, but their traditional vessel takes about 2 hours and 15 minutes
each way — that’s 4.5 hours round-trip in transit versus 2 hours. For a day trip, every hour is real money.

Both ferries depart from Hyannis. Hy-Line uses the Ocean Street Dock; the Steamship Authority departs from South
Street Dock — a short walk apart. [VERIFY 2026 dock assignments haven’t changed.]

What to know before you book: - Book round-trip tickets well ahead, especially for July and August weekends.
Boats sell out. - The last fast ferry back from Nantucket in peak season is typically around 6:00–7:00pm [VERIFY
exact 2026 last departure time on Hy-Line’s published schedule before publishing this]. - Adult fast ferry fares run
approximately $85–$95 round-trip [VERIFY current 2026 pricing at hylinecruises.com]. - The Steamship
Authority’s traditional ferry is cheaper (roughly $40–$50 round-trip [VERIFY]) but costs you the island. - Paid
parking is available in lots near both Hyannis docks. Expect $20–$30 per day [VERIFY current lot rates]. Arrive
early — spaces fill before 8:00am on summer weekends.

Your First Two Hours: Nantucket Town on Foot
When the ferry docks at Straight Wharf, you’re already at the edge of one of the most intact historic downtowns in
America. Resist the urge to immediately rent a bike and leave. Nantucket Town deserves the first two hours.

Walk up Main Street from the dock. The cobblestones are original, not decorative. The Federal-style buildings along
Main and Centre Streets were built on whaling money in the early 1800s. The entire town center is a designated
historic district, which is why there are no chain stores, no drive-throughs, and no visual noise competing with the
architecture. It looks this way because it has always looked this way.

Stops worth making in town: - The Whaling Museum on Broad Street: One of the finest maritime museums
in New England. The 46-foot sperm whale skeleton suspended from the ceiling alone justifies the visit. Adult
admission approximately $20+ [VERIFY current 2026 pricing]. On a day trip, budget 60–90 minutes. - Old Pacific
National Bank building at Main and Federal: The Greek Revival columns and the view down the brick sidewalk is
the iconic Nantucket photo. Worth a minute. - The wharves — Straight Wharf, Commercial Wharf, Old South
Wharf: galleries, shops, good boats. Walk them slowly.

Renting a Bike: How You Actually See the Island
Once you’ve walked the town, rent a bike. Several shops operate near the ferry docks. Young’s Bicycle Shop on Broad
Street is one of the longest-established on the island [VERIFY still operating in 2026 under same name]; there are



additional rental shops within a few blocks of Straight Wharf [VERIFY current operators]. Expect to pay $30–$40
for a full-day rental [VERIFY current rates].

Nantucket’s dedicated bike path network is excellent. What matters for a day trip:

Town to Surfside Beach: Approximately 3.5 miles one-way, mostly flat, about 20–25 minutes by bike.
Surfside is a south-facing Atlantic beach with real surf, lifeguards in season, and the essential Nantucket ocean
experience. [VERIFY current path distance and lifeguard hours.]

Town to Madaket Beach: Approximately 5 miles west [VERIFY], west-facing, famous for sunsets. Beautiful —
but the sunset timing means you’d miss the last ferry.

Town to Siasconset (Sconset): Approximately 8 miles east [VERIFY], a historic village of rose-covered
cottages worth half a day minimum. Too far for most day trips unless you skip both the museum and a real
beach.

The recommended day-trip loop: Rent a bike near the dock, ride to Surfside Beach, swim for an hour, ride back
to town, eat lunch downtown, wander the wharves, catch the ferry. This sequence hits all the essential elements —
the town architecture, the island’s bike culture, and the Atlantic — without overreaching.

Where to Eat Lunch on a Nantucket Day Trip
Eat lunch between noon and 1:00pm before the afternoon crowds stack up. Summer Saturdays in particular get
backed up at every restaurant in the downtown core.

Good options for day-trippers: - Something Natural: A Nantucket institution for take-out sandwiches —
large portions, reasonable lines, perfect fuel before or after a bike ride. [VERIFY current 2026 location, historically
on Cliff Road, and summer hours.] - Brotherhood of Thieves: A casual pub on Broad Street serving burgers,
chowder, and pub staples. Good for a relaxed sit-down lunch without the fuss of a reservation. [VERIFY still
operating in 2026 under same format.] - Lola 41: More polished, worth it if you plan ahead. Reservations
recommended even for lunch in season. [VERIFY 2026 reservation policy and current menu format.]

Budget roughly $30–$60 per person for a full lunch with a drink [VERIFY rough current pricing]. A bowl of New
England chowder and a lobster roll at a table outside on Broad Street — that’s the Nantucket lunch experience.

What You Cannot Do in a Day (Be Honest With Yourself)
Trying to cram too much into a Nantucket day trip is how people end up sprinting for the last ferry without having
actually enjoyed anything. These things simply don’t fit:

Great Point Light: Reaching the northern tip of the island requires either an off-road vehicle with an ORV
permit or a dedicated guided tour. It’s a 2–3 hour commitment from town. Skip it for a day trip; it’s a reason to
come back and stay overnight.

Siasconset properly: The village is genuinely beautiful, the 8-mile bike ride is lovely, and doing it well takes
half a day. You can technically do it, but you’ll give up either the beach or a real lunch. Make a choice.

A Nantucket sunset: The last fast ferry typically departs before the best summer sunset light hits Madaket. If
that’s what you’re after, stay overnight.

The island without crowds: Day-trippers make up a significant portion of summer visitors. The island at
8:00pm, after the last ferries have left and the streets quiet down, is a completely different place — calmer,
genuinely peaceful. That Nantucket requires an overnight.

Should You Stay Overnight Instead?



If your budget allows: yes. Hotels on Nantucket in peak season run $400–$700/night for mid-range properties
[VERIFY current 2026 rate range; rates have climbed steadily]. That’s a real number. But an overnight changes the
entire character of the trip. You get the town after dark, the early harbor before the ferries start arriving, time in
Siasconset without watching the clock, and sunset at Madaket with nowhere to be.

The day trip is a legitimate introduction to Nantucket. An overnight is the actual Nantucket.

Quick Practical Facts
Detail Info

Fast ferry operator Hy-Line Cruises, Ocean Street Dock, Hyannis

Travel time (fast ferry) ~1 hour each way

Fast ferry fare (round-trip) ~$85–$95/adult [VERIFY 2026]

Last fast ferry back ~6:00–7:00pm peak season [VERIFY exact 2026 schedule]

Hyannis dock parking $20–$30/day [VERIFY]

Bike rental near ferry ~$30–$40/day [VERIFY]

Surfside Beach (from town) ~3.5 miles via bike path [VERIFY]

Whaling Museum admission $20+/adult [VERIFY]

Recommended time on island 6–7 hours on the fast ferry schedule

FAQ
Is a Nantucket day trip actually worth it? Yes — with managed expectations. You’ll have roughly 6–7 hours on
the island on the fast ferry schedule, which is enough to walk a genuinely remarkable historic town, ride a bike to a
real Atlantic beach, and eat a good lunch. It is not enough to see all of Nantucket. As a first look at the island or a
focused summer day trip, it absolutely delivers.

How far in advance should I book the ferry? As early as possible for summer weekends. July and August
ferries — especially Friday outbound departures and Sunday return sailings — sell out. Book directly through Hy-
Line Cruises weeks ahead of your trip. Last-minute availability in peak season is rare and never guaranteed.

Can I bring my car to Nantucket on a day trip? Technically yes via the Steamship Authority, but it adds
significant cost, requires advance vehicle reservations that are notoriously difficult to get in summer, and is
completely unnecessary for a day trip. Walk on the ferry, rent a bike near the dock, and leave the car in a Hyannis
parking lot. You’ll cover the island faster on a bike than you would sitting in Nantucket traffic anyway.

What’s the single best thing to do on a Nantucket day trip? Ride a bike to Surfside Beach. It’s the closest
Atlantic-facing beach to town (about 3.5 miles via a dedicated path), has lifeguards in season, and delivers the
essential Nantucket ocean experience. Ride there, swim, ride back, eat lunch downtown. That loop covers the town
architecture, the island’s bike culture, and the Atlantic — in a sequence that actually fits inside a 6-hour window.

Heading to Cape Cod and planning your Nantucket trip? Browse the Cape Cod Certified local directory for Hyannis-
area accommodations, Cape-based ferry departure points, and local experiences worth building into your itinerary.

◈  T H I N G S  T O  D O

Make a day of it
Bookable experiences that pair perfectly with this guide. Scan any code to reserve.

https://www.capecodcertified.com/directory


BOOK ·  ~$59/ADULT

Hyannis Whale Watcher Cruise
Hyannis Whale Watcher Cruises · Barnstable

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

Headed to the Cape with friends? Share this guide.
Every share helps a real local business get found — and keeps Cape Cod guides free. Scan to send it
along.

Explore Barnstable Listings →

Cape Cod Certified · capecodcertified.com/guides/nantucket-day-trip-from-cape-cod · Real guides, real local knowledge. Verify seasonal
details before you go.

https://www.capecodcertified.com/directory?town=barnstable
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This is what being Cape Cod
Certified looks like.
You just read a guide that travelers and locals download, keep, and share. The businesses
inside it were chosen on merit — real vetting, real local knowledge, never pay-to-play.

Own a Cape Cod business? Get Certified and earn your place in guides like this one — in
front of the exact people planning their trip and their spend.

Get Certified → capecodcertified.com/join

https://www.capecodcertified.com/join?ref=guide-pdf

