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Parking in Cape Cod towns in summer is not just inconvenient — it’s a genuine logistical problem that shapes how
people experience these places. The towns were built long before car tourism, the roads are often narrow one-ways

or dead ends, and in July and August the volume of visitors vastly exceeds what the infrastructure was designed for.

Knowing the actual situation before you arrive — where the lots are, what they cost, what’s metered, where locals

actually park, and when to give up and use alternatives — makes a meaningful difference.

This guide is for parking in the downtown/village areas. If you're headed to the beach, that’s a different situation

covered separately.

Provincetown

Provincetown is the hardest parking on the Cape. The town occupies the very tip of the peninsula, Commercial Street
is narrow and often closed to through traffic, and the summer population explodes from a few thousand year-round

residents to tens of thousands of day visitors. There is simply not enough parking.

Where to Park

MacMillan Pier lot — The lot at the pier is central and convenient, but it fills early and pricing reflects that. Verify
current pricing and hours — fees have increased in recent years and the situation changes. This is the closest lot to

most restaurants and shops on Commercial Street.

Province Lands Visitor Center / FLEX bus staging — Some visitors park at the Visitor Center area near the
dunes and use the FLEX bus (Cape Cod Regional Transit Authority). The FLEX bus has historically been free —

verify current operating status and schedule before planning around it, as it changes annually.

Satellite lots — Provincetown has several overflow and secondary lots farther from the commercial center. These

require a 10—20 minute walk to Commercial Street.

Alternatives to Driving

Ferry from Boston or Plymouth — The most practical way to visit Provincetown without the parking problem.
Bay State Cruise Company runs ferries from Boston and Plymouth to Provincetown throughout the summer season.
Verify current schedules and booking requirements — advance reservations are strongly recommended and

sometimes required for peak dates. This is the insider move for day-tripping to Provincetown.
FLEX bus from other Cape towns — Limited but functional.
Bike — Provincetown is navigable by bike from the Province Lands trail network. Bike rentals are available in town.

The Honest Assessment

If you're driving to Provincetown on a Saturday in July, budget 30—45 minutes for parking even if you arrive before

10am. The FLEX bus or ferry are genuinely better options for day visits.

Chatham

Chatham is one of the most visited towns on the Cape and one of the most difficult to park in during peak season.
Main Street is the draw — upscale shops, restaurants, the Chatham Lighthouse overlook — but parking supply is

small relative to demand.



Where to Park

Chatham municipal lot (Chatham Bars Avenue) — The main public lot close to Main Street. Metered; 2-hour
limit in the peak daytime window. Verify current rate and maximum stay limits — some recent seasons have
adjusted enforcement hours.

Lighthouse area street parking — Limited street parking on Shore Road near Chatham Lighthouse. Fills very

early — summer mornings before gam are the realistic window for lighthouse-area spots.

Overflow options — Chatham High School and other town facilities sometimes operate as overflow lots during

peak season. Check local signage.

What Locals Do

Arrive before 9am, park in the municipal lot, walk Main Street when it’s still quiet. Or arrive late afternoon (4pm+)

when some turnover happens. The 10am—2pm window on summer weekends is genuinely difficult.

ParkMobile — Chatham uses a digital parking payment system; verify current zone availability and whether

ParkMobile or another system is in use for 2026 (municipalities have switched platforms).

Hyannis

Hyannis is the commercial center of the Cape — larger than the village towns, with more infrastructure. Parking is

more available than Provincetown or Chatham but still requires some strategy in peak season.

Where to Park
Main Street area lots — Several municipal lots off Main Street in the village center. Mix of free (time-limited) and

metered spaces.

Steamship Authority terminal — If you're taking the ferry to Nantucket or Martha’s Vineyard, the Steamship
Authority has parking lots at the Hyannis terminal. Advance booking is recommended (and sometimes required) for

peak season. Verify current rates and booking process.

Kennedy Memorial area — Free or lower-cost parking options exist near the waterfront in this area — longer

walk to the village center.

ParkMobile — Verify current system in use for Hyannis metered areas.

Hyannis Practical Reality

Hyannis has more parking capacity than the smaller village towns and is more car-oriented by design. Peak

Saturdays in July are still challenging downtown but less so than Chatham or Provincetown.

Wellfleet

Wellfleet village is small and its parking is limited, but the town is less visited than Chatham or P-town, which helps.

The main draws are the Wellfleet Flea Market (weekend institution), oyster restaurants, and the harbor.

Wellfleet Flea Market — Operates weekends (verify current 2026 schedule). Has its own large lot. This generates

significant traffic on weekend mornings; plan for it if you're visiting for other reasons at the same time.
Harbor area — Small municipal lot. Fills on summer weekends.

Village — Street parking limited; free time-limited spaces.




Falmouth/Woods Hole

Woods Hole is the Steamship Authority terminal for Martha’s Vineyard ferry and has one of the most challenging
parking situations on the Cape during peak season. If you're driving to catch the ferry, you must book the Falmouth
terminal parking in advance — it fills completely. The Steamship Authority has a lot reservation system; verify

current procedure and book well ahead.

Falmouth village center has more parking availability than Woods Hole but still fills on peak summer weekends.

Universal Strategies

Park Once, Bike Around

The Cape Cod Rail Trail is the best parking-avoidance tool on the Cape. Park at any Rail Trail trailhead (most have

free parking), rent or bring bikes, and access multiple towns along the 25-mile corridor without moving the car.

This strategy works particularly well for: Brewster, Harwich, Orleans, Eastham, Wellfleet. Less useful for:

Provincetown (trail doesn’t reach the tip), Chatham (off the main trail), Hyannis (south of the trail).

Arrive Early or Late

The 7—9am arrival window is reliably productive for parking in almost every Cape town. The gam—12pm window on
summer weekends is when lots fill and turnover is minimal. Afternoon visits after 3—4pm often find better

availability as day-trippers leave.

Use the FLEX Bus (Where Available)

The Cape Cod Regional Transit Authority FLEX bus service connects several towns along Route 6A and Route 28
corridors. Service is more useful for some towns than others — verify current routes and schedules at capecodrta.org

before planning around it.

Accept the Walk

Every Cape town has parking within 10—15 minutes’ walk of the commercial center that’s far less contested than the
front-row lots. The lots that fill first are the ones closest to the action. The lots 3 blocks away often have space an

hour later.

@ THINGS TO DO

Make a day of it

Bookable experiences that pair perfectly with this guide. Scan any code to reserve.

((BOOK - ~$28/ADULT )

Cape Cod Duckmobiles Land & Sea Tour

Cape Cod Duckmobiles - Hyannis

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct.

(BOOK - FROM $25 )

Cape Cod Self Guided Driving Audio Tour

Action Tour Guide - Sandwich

Scan to book

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct.



(BOOK - FROM ~$40 )

Provincetown Trolley Sightseeing Tour

Mayflower Trolley - Provincetown

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct.

Scan to book

Headed to the Cape with friends? Share this guide.

Every share helps a real local business get found — and keeps Cape Cod guides free. Scan to send it

More Cape Cod Guides —

GE Cape Cod Certified - capecodcertified.com/guides/cape-cod-town-parking-guide - Real guides, real local knowledge. Verify seasonal details
€ pefore you go.


https://www.capecodcertified.com/guides
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FOR CAPE COD BUSINESSES

This is what being Cape Cod
Certified looks like.

You just read a guide that travelers and locals download, keep, and share. The businesses

inside it were chosen on merit — real vetting, real local knowledge, never pay-to-play.

Own a Cape Cod business? Get Certified and earn your place in guides like this one — in

front of the exact people planning their trip and their spend.

Get Certified — capecodcertified.com/join



https://www.capecodcertified.com/join?ref=guide-pdf

