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Cape Cod Pet Services: Veterinarians, Groomers,
Boarding & Emergency Animal Care
The most important number every Cape Cod pet owner should have saved: Cape Cod Veterinary Specialists in
Buzzards Bay operates a 24/7 emergency and critical care service — the only round-the-clock facility on the
peninsula for after-hours emergencies. If your dog eats something on the beach at 11pm or your cat spikes a fever the
night before you planned to leave, that’s your first call.

Beyond emergencies, the good news is that Cape Cod is genuinely well-served for pet care. Falmouth and Barnstable
carry the highest concentration of practices and grooming studios. Outer Cape towns like Eastham and Brewster run
leaner, with fewer options but typically shorter wait times and easier parking. Here’s what locals and seasonal
residents actually need to know.

Emergency Veterinary Care
After-Hours Emergencies
Cape Cod Veterinary Specialists (CCVS) — located at 230 Main Street in Buzzards Bay — is the anchor
emergency clinic for the peninsula. It’s not technically “on Cape” in the geographic sense, but it’s the closest 24/7
facility to all five towns covered here. Drive times vary: about 30–45 minutes from Falmouth, 40–55 minutes from
Barnstable, and 60–75 minutes from Brewster, Chatham, and Eastham. Know that route before you need it.

CCVS also provides specialist services — internal medicine, oncology, surgery, cardiology, and neurology — that
most Cape-based practices refer out anyway. If your primary vet mentions a specialist referral, this is likely where
they’re sending you.

For emergencies closer to the Outer Cape, Angel Memorial Animal Hospital in Boston is the regional
benchmark, but it’s realistically a 2-hour drive from Eastham in summer traffic. CCVS is almost always the right call
first.

What to Do Before You Get There
Call ahead — CCVS and most emergency clinics do triage by phone before you arrive

Bring any medications your pet is currently taking

Note the time of any ingestion, fall, or injury — this detail matters for treatment

Keep your pet warm and as still as possible during transport

Veterinarians by Town
Falmouth
Falmouth is the best-served town on this list for routine veterinary care, with several independent practices and at
least one multi-vet clinic operating year-round.

Falmouth Veterinary Hospital has been a long-standing community practice. They handle wellness exams,
vaccinations, dental cleanings, and routine surgeries. Summer appointment slots fill fast — if you’re a seasonal
resident, call in April or May to book July visits. Walk-ins are rarely accommodated in peak season.



Woods Hole Veterinary Clinic serves the southern Falmouth/Woods Hole corridor. It’s a smaller practice,
which some owners prefer for the more personal relationship with staff. Parking is straightforward and the location
is easy to reach from the Shining Sea Bikeway corridor if you’re biking with a dog and need a quick stop.

Check ahead for current hours and whether they’re accepting new patients — practices on Cape Cod regularly close
their books to new clients in summer.

Barnstable / Hyannis
The Hyannis area functions as the commercial center of the Cape, and pet services reflect that density.

Anchor Animal Hospital in South Dennis (just east of Barnstable) is frequently cited by longtime Cape residents
as a well-rounded practice with reasonable wait times. Barnstable itself has several options including mobile
wellness clinics that set up at pet supply retailers during summer weekends — useful for heartworm tests and rabies
tags if you just need the basics.

The Cape Cod MSPCA branch in Centerville (technically within the Barnstable town limits) is worth knowing
about — they run a veterinary clinic that sees MSPCA animals and public patients, often at lower cost. They also
operate animal rescue, adoption, and humane law enforcement. If you find a lost or injured wild animal in
Barnstable, this is your call.

Brewster
Brewster has fewer standalone vet practices but benefits from proximity to both Harwich and Orleans. Many
Brewster residents use practices in Orleans (about 10–15 minutes east) or Dennis (15 minutes west).

Animal Hospital of Orleans draws patients from throughout the Outer Cape including Brewster. It has a solid
reputation for thoroughness and is one of the more accessible practices for first-time visitors who need an
unscheduled visit.

If you’re hiking with your dog on the Cape Cod Rail Trail through Brewster and your dog picks up an injury or thorn
in the paw, the Orleans practice is a reasonable distance away. Keep their number in your phone for trail days.

Chatham
Chatham residents and summer visitors often travel to Harwich or Orleans for vet care, as the town’s own options
are limited to one or two smaller practices. Chatham Animal Clinic has historically served the area, though
seasonal hours and new-patient availability should always be confirmed in advance.

The town’s relative isolation at the elbow of the Cape means that for anything beyond routine wellness, you’re likely
looking at 20–30 minutes of driving to reach a fuller-service facility. Factor that into your planning if you’re bringing
a senior pet or an animal with known health conditions.

Eastham
Eastham sits within easy reach of Orleans and the Outer Cape’s small network of practices. The Cape Cod National
Seashore runs directly through Eastham, and the combination of beach access and sandy trails means dogs here can
pick up sand impaction, jellyfish stings, and saltwater ingestion — the latter worth calling a vet about if your dog
drinks more than a small amount.

There is no large standalone vet clinic in Eastham proper. Orleans is the practical go-to. Wellfleet has a small animal
hospital that serves the northern Outer Cape. For emergencies from Eastham, CCVS in Buzzards Bay is the
destination.

Dog Grooming
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Falmouth and Barnstable
These two towns carry the bulk of the Cape’s grooming studios. Expect full-service groomers (bath, cut, nail trim, ear
cleaning) alongside mobile grooming vans — the latter are worth booking in summer for convenience if your rental
property or campsite doesn’t have outdoor dog-washing facilities.

Summer grooming appointments in Falmouth and Hyannis book 3–4 weeks out by July. If you’re a seasonal visitor,
schedule before you arrive or ask your groomer at home for a referral. Some studios restrict summer-only clients
during peak weeks to protect regular customer slots.

Self-serve dog wash stations exist at several pet supply retailers in the Hyannis area — bring quarters or check if
they’ve switched to card payment. These are practical for between-appointment rinses after a day at a dog-friendly
beach like Kalmus Beach in Hyannis or the tidal flats in Eastham.

Outer Cape Options
Brewster, Chatham, and Eastham have fewer dedicated grooming studios. Chatham has had at least one boutique
groomer operating within the village. Brewster and Eastham residents typically drive to Orleans or Harwich.

Mobile groomers who serve the Outer Cape are your best bet for convenience — search specifically for mobile van
groomers covering “Outer Cape” and confirm they travel to your specific town. These fill quickly in summer; book in
the first two weeks of June if you can.

Boarding and Doggy Daycare
What to Know About Cape Boarding
Cape Cod boarding is tight in July and August. Many facilities cap reservations and require proof of current
vaccinations — typically rabies, distemper-parvo (DHPP), and Bordetella. Some require the Leptospirosis vaccine as
well, given the Cape’s freshwater ponds and wildlife exposure. Have your records ready before you inquire.

Falmouth has several boarding options ranging from small home-based pet sitters to larger kennel facilities. One
option that’s worth researching is whether your vet offers boarding — veterinary-adjacent boarding is a common
preference for owners with medically complex pets.

Barnstable/Hyannis has the widest selection, including dedicated daycare facilities that run structured play
groups. If you’re spending a day whale watching out of Provincetown or doing a long bike ride on the Rail Trail,
daycare in Hyannis is a practical drop-off.

Brewster is home to a few small kennel operations in the residential interior of the town — look for these in the
Cape Cod directory rather than expecting to find them on Main Street storefronts. Word-of-mouth referrals from
local vets are the most reliable filter here.

For Chatham and Eastham, home-based pet sitting services are more common than traditional kennels. Check
with your rental property manager or your vet’s front desk — they almost always know the trusted local options.

In-Home Pet Sitting
For vacation rentals, in-home sitting is often the cleanest solution. Several pet sitters on the Cape serve specific
towns on a consistent basis. When vetting a sitter, ask for: - Proof of insurance (pet sitting business insurance, not
just homeowners) - Whether they can administer medications if needed - Their protocol if a pet becomes ill or
injured

Camping with Pets
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If you’re camping at Nickerson State Park in Brewster — one of the Cape’s most popular campgrounds — dogs
are permitted in the campground (on leash) but not on certain trails. There is no on-site veterinary service, and the
nearest groomer or vet is in Orleans. Pack a basic pet first aid kit: antiseptic spray, tweezers for ticks, gauze, and a
tick removal tool. The Cape’s tick pressure is real and consistent from April through November.

Ticks, Heartworm, and Cape Cod-Specific Health Risks
This is not filler — it’s the section that actually matters for Cape Cod pets.

Ticks: The Cape has high rates of deer tick activity from early spring through late fall. Lyme disease, Anaplasmosis,
and Babesiosis are all documented in Cape Cod dogs. Use a vet-recommended tick preventive year-round if your dog
spends any time in the woods or tall grass. Check your dog after every trail walk, including on the Rail Trail and in
National Seashore brush areas.

Heartworm: Mosquitoes breed heavily around the Cape’s freshwater ponds and kettleholes. Heartworm
prevention is essential, especially in summer. If you’re a seasonal visitor who stopped preventive meds over winter,
get your dog tested before restarting prevention — this matters medically.

Sand impaction: Dogs that dig and mouth sand at the beach can develop sand impaction (gastrointestinal
blockage). Symptoms include vomiting, lethargy, and refusal to eat after a beach day. It can become serious quickly.
Keep beach play monitored and provide fresh water constantly.

Saltwater ingestion: Small amounts are typically self-limiting, but a dog that drinks significant seawater can
develop sodium toxicosis. Symptoms: excessive thirst, vomiting, staggering, seizures. Fresh water access and
monitoring are the prevention.

Blue-green algae: Certain Cape Cod ponds develop toxic algae blooms in late summer (July–September). The
town of Barnstable and others post warnings, but blooms can appear quickly. If the pond water looks green or
foamy, keep your dog out. Cyanobacteria toxins are fast-acting and potentially fatal. When in doubt, skip the pond
swim.

Seasonal Considerations
Peak summer (July–August): Book all services early. Vet appointments, grooming, and boarding fill weeks out.
Emergency clinics see higher volume — expect wait times even at CCVS if it’s not a critical case.

Shoulder season (May–June, September–October): The best time for Cape Cod pet care logistics. Easier
appointments, calmer grooming studios, and boarding availability. Tick pressure is still high through October.

Off-season (November–April): Many small grooming studios and home boarders operate reduced hours or by
appointment only. The core vet practices stay open. This is the easiest time to establish care at a new practice or
catch up on dental work and routine bloodwork.

Frequently Asked Questions
Is there a 24-hour emergency vet on Cape Cod? Cape Cod Veterinary Specialists (CCVS) in Buzzards Bay
operates 24/7 emergency and critical care. It is located just off-Cape at the bridge, accessible from all towns. No full
24-hour emergency facility currently operates within the towns proper on the peninsula.

Do Cape Cod beaches allow dogs? Rules vary significantly by town and season. Most town beaches prohibit
dogs Memorial Day through Labor Day. Some allow dogs before 9am and after 5pm. National Seashore beaches have



their own rules — dogs are allowed on some beaches on leash year-round, but banned from others during shorebird
nesting season (roughly April–July). Always check the specific beach before you go.

How do I find a vet willing to see my pet as a visitor, not an established patient? Call ahead and be
upfront that you’re a seasonal visitor with a non-emergency issue. Many practices reserve a small number of “sick
visit” or “urgent” slots each day that non-established patients can access. CCVS in Buzzards Bay sees anyone
regardless of established patient status — that’s the reliable fallback for visitors.

What vaccinations do Cape Cod boarding facilities require? Most require current rabies, DHPP
(distemper-parvo), and Bordetella. Some add Leptospirosis, which is a reasonable ask given the pond and wildlife
exposure on the Cape. Bring physical records or have your home vet email documentation before you arrive.

Are there any low-cost vet options on Cape Cod? The MSPCA in Centerville (Barnstable) runs a clinic that
can be more accessible cost-wise for certain services. Some towns run periodic low-cost vaccination clinics through
the animal control office — check with your town’s animal control officer for current offerings. Petco and similar
retailers sometimes host mobile vaccine clinics on weekends.

Find Trusted Cape Cod Pet Services in the CCC Directory
The Cape Cod Certified directory lists verified local pet care businesses — veterinary practices, groomers, boarding
facilities, and pet supply shops — across all five towns covered in this guide and beyond. Search by town, filter by
service type, and find the businesses locals actually use. Browse the Cape Cod Certified directory to plan your pet
care before you arrive, not after you need it.
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Make a day of it
Bookable experiences that pair perfectly with this guide. Scan any code to reserve.

BOOK ·  VARIES

Cape Cod Rail Trail Bike Rentals
Idle Times Bike Shop · Orleans

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

BOOK ·  FROM $14

Bike Rentals — Bourne
Buzzards Bay Bikes · Bourne

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book

BOOK ·  FROM $75

Electric Bike Tour of Martha's Vineyard
Bike Martha's Vineyard · Martha's Vineyard

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. Scan to book
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Headed to the Cape with friends? Share this guide.
Every share helps a real local business get found — and keeps Cape Cod guides free. Scan to send it
along.

Explore Cape Cod →

Cape Cod Certified · capecodcertified.com/guides/cape-cod-rail-trail-safety-tips-what-to-bring · Real guides, real local knowledge. Verify
seasonal details before you go.

https://www.capecodcertified.com/
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This is what being Cape Cod
Certified looks like.
You just read a guide that travelers and locals download, keep, and share. The businesses
inside it were chosen on merit — real vetting, real local knowledge, never pay-to-play.

Own a Cape Cod business? Get Certified and earn your place in guides like this one — in
front of the exact people planning their trip and their spend.

Get Certified → capecodcertified.com/join
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