CAPE COD CERTIFIED

CAPE COD DAY TRIPS WITH KIDS

Cape Cod Aquariums &
Marine Centers: Where Kids
Actually Learn About Sea
Life

A free field guide from the people who actually live here.




Cape Cod is surrounded by one of the richest marine ecosystems on the East Coast — seals, sharks, whales,
horseshoe crabs, and the whole tidal-flat food web are right offshore. For families, that’s a gift: the Cape has a cluster
of aquariums, science centers, and marine research stations where kids can put their hands in a touch tank, watch a
shark-tagging talk, and actually understand the wild water they’ll swim in that afternoon. Here’s where to go, and

which stop fits which age.

The marine science stops worth making

Place Town What kids get Best age
. . Woods Hole The oldest US aquarium; local species, seals, All ages;

Woods Hole Science Aquarium (Falmouth) touch tank free
WHOI / Woods Hole science Ocean research exhibits, the science-town

. Woods Hole . 8+
village vibe
Cape Cod Museum of Natural Trails, marsh, exhibits, live animals, marine

. Brewster 4-12
History programs
Atlantic White Shark Conservancy Chatham Gre.at.whlte science, tagging, interactive shark 64
Center exhibits
National Marine Life Center (BBu(leliII:(ii Bay Sea turtle & seal rehab hospital you can visit 5+

The highlights, by what your kid loves

For the animal lover: the Woods Hole Science Aquarium is the sleeper favorite — it’s the oldest aquarium in
the country, it’s free, and it focuses on local Northeast species with a touch tank and often rescued seals out back.

Small, but exactly right for young kids.

For the shark-obsessed kid: the Atlantic White Shark Conservancy center in Chatham turns the Cape’s
famous great whites into a science lesson — tagging data, a life-size shark model, and interactive exhibits that make

the fear into fascination. Pair it with Chatham’s seal watching for the full predator-and-prey story.

For the nature explorer: the Cape Cod Museum of Natural History in Brewster is the best all-arounder —
indoor exhibits and live animals plus marsh boardwalks and trails out the back door, so kids learn inside and

then go find it outside.

For the tender-hearted: the National Marine Life Center in Bourne is a working rehabilitation hospital for
stranded sea turtles and seals — kids see real animals being nursed back to health, which lands the conservation

message better than any exhibit.

How to make it stick

o Pair the indoor stop with the real thing. See the seals at the shark center, then go watch them at Chatham.

Touch a horseshoe crab, then find one on a tidal flat. The Cape lets you close the loop.

o Time the tides. Many of these towns have great tidal flats nearby — check the tide chart and add a low-tide flat
walk to the day.

¢ Catch a program. Several of these run kids’ programs, talks, and touch-tank sessions — worth timing your visit
around.



Practical notes

¢ Woods Hole gets busy and parking is tight in summer — go early or use the WHOI/Woods Hole shuttle.
e Some centers are seasonal or have limited off-season hours; check before you go.
¢ Several are free or low-cost (Woods Hole Science Aquarium especially), making this a great rainy-day or

budget-day plan.

Don’t miss: doing it in the right order — learn it at the aquarium or shark center in the morning, then go see it in
the wild that afternoon. On Cape Cod, the classroom and the field trip are ten minutes apart, and that’s what makes
the science actually stick for kids.

@ THINGS TO DO

Make a day of it

Bookable experiences that pair perfectly with this guide. Scan any code to reserve.

((BOOK - FROM $500/PERSON )

Atlantic White Shark Conservancy — Shark Research Cruise
Atlantic White Shark Conservancy - Chatham

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct.

((BOOK - FROM $50/PERSON )

Cap'n Kids Fishing Adventures

Cap'n Kids Fishing Adventures - Harwich Port
A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. S DBl

(BOOK - FROM $13 )

Martha's Vineyard Venture Scavenger Hunt

Let's Roam - Martha's Vineyard

A hand-picked Cape Cod experience to pair with this guide — book direct. SIEE D (el

Headed to the Cape with friends? Share this guide.

Every share helps a real local business get found — and keeps Cape Cod guides free. Scan to send it

Explore Cape Cod Certified —

Qe Cape Cod Certified - capecodcertified.com/guides/cape-cod-aquariums-marine-centers - Real guides, real local knowledge. Verify seasonal
" details before you go.


https://www.capecodcertified.com/directory

('\g\
FOR CAPE COD BUSINESSES

This is what being Cape Cod
Certified looks like.

You just read a guide that travelers and locals download, keep, and share. The businesses

inside it were chosen on merit — real vetting, real local knowledge, never pay-to-play.

Own a Cape Cod business? Get Certified and earn your place in guides like this one — in

front of the exact people planning their trip and their spend.

Get Certified — capecodcertified.com/join



https://www.capecodcertified.com/join?ref=guide-pdf

