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President's Message 
 

 
Hello fellow woodworkers: 
 
Several items to mention for the upcoming months.  

1.   No meeting for the month of November. 

2.   There will be a Holiday Party on December 4, 2021, 12:00-4:00 pm at Bill & Julie 
Aurand’s house in Simi Valley. A Special Flyer will be sent via E-Mail to everyone explaining details.   

3.   We will be starting regular meetings on the first Thursday of every month starting January 6, 2022, at 
7:00 pm. These meetings will be held at a temporary location in the West end of Simi Valley until we can 
get back into Redwood Middle School. The temporary location is: 

 Sport Court of Southern California  
 21 W Easy St 
 Simi Valley, 93065  

4.   The Holiday Toy drive for the Ventura County Fire Department’s “Spark of Love” has been extended 
into December.  All toys need to be collected before December 9th. If you are attending the Holiday Party 
on December 4, you can bring them to the Party. If not attending, you can contact Dick Wiley or Bill 
Aurand and we will arrange to pick them up. 

Dick Wiley – rwiley1771@gmail.com 

Bill Aurand –president@cvwa.org 

5.   Nominations for Club Elections will start in February.  We need new members to step up and 
volunteer! Contact Bill Aurand and let him know if you can help.  

6.   Our recent Auction netted $2,188. Members got some great deals on numerous items. Thanks to Will 
& Saxton Robbins along with Frank Jones, Willie Jones, Randy Spengler, Stacy Gerlich, and Deena Case-
Pall for helping.  

7.   Please welcome our new members to the club. Dana Chidekel, Christina Hines, Maia Hines Woo, and 
Christopher Woo. 

8.   And wish a quick recovery for Arlen Handberg and Dick Harmon. Arlen broke his foot and Dick 
broke his shoulder. 

Take care and stay safe! 

 

Bill 
Bill Aurand 
President 



  

 ___________________________________  ________________________________________________  
Issue #298   Page 3 

Carvings By Members 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Stacy Gerlich 
She’s at it again with her clever carving and 

painting! Really cool! 
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Mike Gorn 
Mike has become quite the carver! Beautiful 

work! 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Woodchuck Chuckle 
 

 
Do you know why woodworkers always  

get so mixed up at the airport? 
 

Because they can never find the right plane. 
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Free To Members 
 
A company that makes baseball bats out of Ash and Soft Maple stock is going out of business.  Our club 
member, Brady Andresen, will have lots of these soon and they will be available free to club members. 
 
The Ash is 2 ¾” in diameter and 37” in length.  
 
The Soft Maple ones are 2 ½” in diameter and 37” in length.  
 
Contact Brady at 805-402–9349 
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About Baseball Bats 
 

 
  
Equipment can make a world of difference in baseball. Wood baseball 
bats were the first weapon of choice in baseball. Unlike today's game, 
players of the old era had to make due with whatever equipment they 
had. The first wood baseball bats were used in the 1840's. Wagon wheel 
spokes, old ax handles and any other scrap woods were the only options 
available! In the beginning, most bats were flat and tapered at one end, 
which provided better grip. These bats were very strong and resilient 
thanks to being made from hard hickory wood.  
 
Through trial and error, most players began to realize that rounder 
shaped bats offered a better point of contact. There were no governing 
rules during this time as wood baseball bats varied in shapes, sizes, 
widths and lengths.  
  
 
 

 
 
 
Ash Bats are made from actual white ash trees. 
Ash's light and porous characteristics are perfect 
for baseball. These bats are flexible, dense and 
have a straight grain pattern. Its grain-count gives 
you an indication of how hard the wood actually 
is.  
 
Maple is a tried and true form of wood. Numerous 
professional players use maple bats, especially 
after Barry Bonds started setting new records. For 
instance, Louisville Slugger's (ash wood bats) 
have a larger sweet spot and are lighter, but 
Louisville Slugger's (maple bats) are harder and 
gives you more power. 
 
Bamboo Bats have an Asian influence and are 
common in youth leagues. These bats are 
remarkably durable, but aren't approved under 
MLB rules because they're not made from one 
piece of wood.  
 
Birch Bats have the flexibility of (ash) and 
hardness of (maple). It is the second most used bat 
by the pros. 
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Have You Seen Me? 
 
Bill Aurand is missing a chair from the auction at Will Robbins house. If anybody has it, he would 
appreciate a phone call. The chair is metal with a cloth seat and back. It has Bill Aurand written 
underneath the seat.  
 
Thank You.       
 
Bill Aurand:  (805) 231-9656 
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Board Members 
 
 

Elected Officers 

President Bill Aurand (805) 229-1559 president@cvwa.org 

Board Member Mike Gorn (805) 265-6150 mcgorn@roadrunner.com 

Board Member Stacy Gerlich   

Board Member Stephen Case-Pall (805) 603-9394 tschako666@gmail.com 

Communications Randy Spengler  communications@cvwa.org 

Membership Arlen Handberg (805) 527-0211 membership@cvwa.org 

Past President Deena Case-Pall (805) 290-0460 k9psych@gmail.com 

Appointed Positions 

Editors/Bladerunner Tom & Sharon Welz (805) 630-1299 setlwelz@gmail.com 

Mentor Program Dave Seidler (805) 491-2599  

Photographer Aubrey Grey  cvwa9@aagrey.net 

Raffle Bill Battocchio   

Raffle Rande Bence (805) 349-5507  

Refreshments Andy Anderson (805) 484-3985 willardanderson805@gmail.com  

Silent Auction Stephen Case-Pall (805) 603-9394 tschako666@gmail.com 

Sound Randy Spengler   

Toy Project Richard Wiley   

Webmaster Randy Spengler  webmaster@cvwa.org 

Wellness Al Fournier   

Auction Will Robbins  robbinswill@yahoo.com 

Librarian    
 


