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Talent from the NYT Playing Up
Company present the world-premiere
of NYT REP alum Tife Kusoro’s BOY /
GIRL / BOY / GIRL, directed by Mumba
Dodwell, who was awarded the

2019 Bryan Forbes Bursary for Young
Directors. Set in a co-educational
boarding school on a private island,
BOY / GIRL / BOY / GIRL explores gender,
power and the education system in a
playful and piercing production.



Tife Kusoro’s credits include We Have
Sinned and Fly Home Butterfly, which
were shortlisted for awards including
the Alfred Fagon Award (2017 + 2018),
the Verity Bargate Award (2020), and
the Women'’s Prize for Playwriting. She is
currently under commission fo the Bush
Theatre and has work in development
with the Royal Court.

Mumba Dodwell’s directing credits
include the Offie nominated NYT REP
production of Great Expectations at
Southwark Playhouse in 2019 and
Associate Director credits include the
Alfred Fagon Award-winning Rocketfs
and Blue Lights at the National Theatre
and Manchester’s Royal Exchange
and the NYT REP’s critically acclaimed
national tour of Othello.

Content information

Strong language,

Themes of sexism,

Conversation about miscarriage



Team

Set & Costume Designer
Cory Shipp

Movement Director
Phao Wheatley

Musical Director & Sound Designer
Conrad Kira

Lighting Designer

Holly Ellis

Dramaturg

Emily Aboud

Vocal Coach

Marcia Carr

Assistant Director
Bethan H&f Jones



Production Manager

Sean Laing
Company Stage
Manager

Claire Risseeuw
Stage Manager
Megan Hartley

and Robyn-Amber
Manners

Associate Designer
& Assistant Costume
Supetrvisor

Ellie Roser

Costume Supervisor
Bex Kemp
Technical
Management
Infinity Technical &
Production Services
Construction Crew
William Edwards

Lighting Crew
James Maginn and
Graeme Smith
Head of Stage

Kaur Kivilo

Assistant Stage
Managers

Eliana Levi &
Giovanna Madigan
Wardrobe Assistants
India Martin & Ava
Hewitt

Sound Programmer
and Operator

Ben Moss

Scenic Arfist

Sophia Logan
Wardrobe Manager
Manisha Sondhi
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MESS! is a funny, fast-paced and
compelling drama, which will receive

its world premiere in a production at the
Workshop Theatre directed by NYT REP

alum Sophie Ellerby, starring talent from the
Playing Up Company. A group of young
adults have their friendship tested when
secrefs are revedled at a house party. Using
their podcast, No Permission, as a vessel to
discuss “Messy dilemmas” Shannon, Chrissy,
Coco, Jade and Alex navigate their way
through life, love and friendship.



MESS! Is written by award-winning Playing
Up graduate Urielle Klein-Mekongo, whose
writing debut Yvette won the Young Harts
Writing Fest Audience Favourite, Kings Head
Theatre Stella Wilkie Award & The East15
Pulse Award in 2017, enjoyed a sold-out run
at the Bush Theatre, toured London venues
including the South Bank Centre and
received a Stage Debut award nomination.
Sophie Ellerby is an NYT REP Company
graduate who has previously worked as a
writer with the NYT, Hightide, Nottingham
Playhouse and the Belgrade Theatre.

Content information

Strong language

Violence: Physical Violence
Nudity: Topless Male Nudity
Themes: Sexual Assault. Racial
discrimination, Biphobia

Other: Drug use, Alcohol use, Haze



Team

Set and Costume Designer
Cory Shipp

Movement Director

Phao Wheatley

Musical Director & Sound Designer
Conrad Kira

Lighting Designer

Holly Ellis

Vocal Coach

Marcia Carr

Dramaturgy

Gail Babb

Assistant Director

Matilda Rae

Production Manager

Sean Laing



Company Stage
Manager

Claire Risseeuw
Stage Manager
Megan Hartley

Associate Designer &

Assistant Costume
Supetrvisor

Ellie Roser

Costume Supervisor
Bex Kemp
Wardrobe Manager
Manisha Sondhi
Technical
Management
Infinity Technical &
Production Services
Head of Stage

Kaur Kivilo

Construction Crew
William Edwards
Lighting Crew
James Maginn
Graeme Smith
Assistant Stage
Managers

Eliana Levi &
Giovanna Madigan
Wardrobe Assistants
India Martin & Ava
Hewitt

Sound Programmer
and Operator

Ben Moss

Scenic Artist

Sophia Logan



Songs

*You can't date me with no money*
Written by Urielle Klein-Mekongo
Performed by Amber Bryan, Maria-Tara
Adedapo, Savalys Watkin & Zia Rock

*We know what we're doing

(but you don’tl)*

Written by Stella Blakeley & cast
Performed by Stella Blakeley, Harriet
Beynon, Maria-lara Adedapo, Maria
Contras & Maylia Velasquez

*Did you really care?*
Written by Stella Blakeley
Performed by Maylia Velasquez



*Everything you write*
Written & Performed by Adam Cavender
& Zia Rock

*In love with a straight man*
Written by Tom Atkinson-Seed &
Adam Cavender

Performed by Tom Atkinson-Seed

*| hate you, Shannon!*
Written by Stella Blakely & cast
Performed by Alex Tuohy



About Playing Up

Playing Up is an Access to Higher
Education Diploma accredited
through OCN London. It is a practical
ten month part time drama training
programme, offering young

people aged 19-24 who are not in
education, employment or fraining
(NEET) the opportunity to gain a Level
3 qualification in drama. Playing Up
is delivered in partnership with The
JGA Group.

Places are available to both NYT
members and non members aged
19-24 years old.

Priority for places is given to those
who are not in education, secure
employment or training or those who
have missed out on gaining Level 3
qualifications at school or college.
We welcome applications from
care leavers and those whose
challenging circumstances

may have prevented them from
completing secondary school or
further education. We welcome
applications from those with SEND
needs, those who are refugees

or asylum seekers with the right to
study in the UK and those who are


https://www.jga-group.com
https://www.jga-group.com

underrepresented in our industry
including those who identify as
neurodivergent, disabled or from the
global majority.

Throughout the course participants
receive a travel bursary of up to £5
per day and free theatre tickets.
The course offers access to creative
industry professionals, high levels of
pastoral support and has a strong
focus on progression routes for
learners on completion.

We support applications to UCAS for
University and Drama school and
many of our past students have gone
on to great places, including Rose
Bruford Drama School, Guildhall
School of Music and Drama, RADA,
Royal Central School of Speech and
Drama, Roehampton University, Oxford
School of Drama, Mountview, LAMDA,
Arts Ed, East 15 as well as universities
such as UAL and Exeter University.
Following this unique 10 month
programme Playing Up students that
are not already NYT members, receive
a place on one of the NYT Acting
Courses leading o NYT membership.



Many graduates go on o pursue

a career in theatre, and continue

their training either in drama school,
University or with the NYT REP Company
or go onto gain employment.

Find out more at

www.nvyt.org.uk/playingup

Thanks to the Playing Up tutors,
assistants and core staff, whose work
with the young people culminates in
these final performances.


https://www.nyt.org.uk/courses/playing-up

Hire our Spaces

We recently won

“Best Cultural Building” at the
2022 Architects Journal Retrofit
Awards for this building.

Did you know you can hire our
award-winning space? Host
your next meeting, workshop,
rehearsal or event here.

www.hyt.org.uk/hires

Photos by
Jim Stephenson
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President

Barbara Broccoli OBE Hon

Royal Patron
HRH The Earl of Wessex
KG GCVO

Patrons

Zawe Ashton

Michael Bonehill OBE
LLB FRSA,

Hugh Bonneville

Daniel Craig

Timothy Dalton
Chiwetel Ejiofor OBE
Sophie Ellis-Bextor

Sir Derek Jacobi CBE

Sir Elton John CBE

Matt Lucas

Sir lan McKellen CH CBE
Dame Helen Mirren DBE
Rosamund Pike

John Reid

Matt Smith

Liza Tarbuck

Chair
Dawn Airey

Trustees

Munroe Bergdorf
Tania Black
Johnny Capps

Sylvia Darkwa-Ohemeng

Simon Davies
Janet Ellis MBE
Graham Elton

Mary FitzPatrick

David Hockley

Jessica Hung Han Yun
Tobi Kyeremateng
Nicola Howson

Tim Lloyd-Hughes
Johnny Moore (Finance
Chair)

Prasanna Puwanargjan
Dr Simon Stockill

Daniel York Loh

Youth Trustees
Patrick Bayele
Amelia Braithwaite
Daniel Cawley
Adrian David Paul
Anna Phillips

Rosa Simonet
Charlotte Steward
Nathan Whitebrook

Development Board
Joyce Hytner OBE (Chair)
Tilly McAuliffe (Vice Chair),
Philip Bartle QC

Judith Chan
Jacqueline de Croy
Krishnan Guru-Murthy
Diana Hiddleston
Daisy Lewis

Freddie Lewis

Tim Lloyd-Hughes
Helen Northrop
Annette Lynton Mason



Paul Roseby OBE
CEO & Atrtistic Director

Karen Turner
Executive Director

Kirsten HO
Executive Assistant

Anna Niland
Associate Director

Emily Doherty
Playing Up Manager

Urielle Klein-Mekongo
Playing Up Trainee
Manager

Libby Devereux
Playing Up Course
Coordinator

Bethan H&f Jones
Playing Up Learning
Support Course Assistant

Kyley Winfield
Stepping Up Manager

Laura Day

Project Manager (Emerge)
and Stepping Up
Coordinator

Katie Hutchings
Stepping Up Course
Assistant

Michelle Temperley
Inclusion Project Manager,
Creative Learning

Elliot Howe
Community Producer

Corin Beattie
Auditions and Courses
Producer

Eliz Avni
Auditions and Courses
Coordinator

Claudia Davison
Summer Masterclass
Project Manager

Anna Spearpoint
Auditions Project Manager

Joe Duggan
Head of Communications
and Digital

Sian Davila
Educational Marketing
Manager

Chenika Neunie
Marketing Manager



Naila Barrett
Membership and
Communications
Coordinator

Jessica Hall
Senior Producer

Rosie Townshend
Senior Producer

Cherrelle Glave
Assistant Producer

Erin Thorpe
Production and Casting
Assistant

Richard Wilkinson
Head of Development

Cliodhna McCorley
Development Manager

Angel Dahouk
Development Manager

Latoya Markson
Development Assistant

Ben Dart
Director of Finance and
Operations

Sabha Khan
Finance Manager

Duncan Watt
Venue Operations
Manager

Jill Riddiford
Duty Manager

Aziza Muhamed
Duty Manager

Cloud Islay
Duty Manager

Nya Ahluwalia
Venue Operations

Apprentice, supported by

John Lyon’s Charity

Lucy Kevil
Venue and Visitors
Assistant

Ryan Daly
Venue and Visitors
Assistant

Sarah Lanihun
Venue and Visitors
Assistant

Thomas Mikellides
Venue and Visitors
Assistant
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