
FBC Newborn Clinical 
Algorithm

COVID+/Awaiting COVID 
Results/ Symptomatic  

(Updated 07.23.21)

Infant and Caregiver: 
• Room 207 ideally
• Staff PPE- N95/eyewear/gown/

gloves
• Caregiver PPE- eyewear/ mask/

gown/gloves
• Caregiver may not travel back 

to maternal room

If no room available, 
then keep in room with 

mother and create a 
barrier >6ft from 

mother.

There are two screens 
in dept for use: 
• 1 in jacuzzi room 
• 1 in storage closet

If no caregiver 
for infant, then 

still separate 
and provide 

care for infant 
by nursing 

staff. 

Whenever 
possible, the 

same caregiver 
will assume 
assignment.

Newborn Care: 
• Bathe as soon as possible
• Infant caregiver to remain in 

room with infant
• Request Pediatrician order 

COVID testing to be completed
-at 24 hours of age
-1 , Swab throat
-1, Swab nasal pharynx

• Breastmilk is strongly 
encouraged and a pump 
should be provided (preferably 
private pump)

• Breastmilk to be stored in 
infant’s room

Provide COVID(+) Discharge 
Instructions

Shared decision making process OB 
provider and patient

• Determine full or modified separation
• Document in EHR
• Notify RN prior to deliver

Modified Separation Full Separation

• Newborn remains in room
• Encourage newborn ≥ 6ft away from 

mother, except during feeding, 
newborn care, bonding

• Encourage use of screen/curtain for 
separation

• Mother should don mask and perform 
hand hygiene before feeding or 
provision of any newborn care

• RN must perform daily room clean

NOTE:
• If patient refuses modified/full separation please 

have them sign appropriate care refusal form
• N95/ Full Face Shield/ Gown/ Gloves are required for 

aerosol generating procedures for COVID +/ awaiting 
results.

American Academy of Pediatrics :
 https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/

CDC Considerations for Inpatient Obstetric Healthcare Settings:
 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/inpatient-obstetric-healthcare-guidance.html
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