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Teacher Of
The Year

"Operation Safe Halloween” / A3

By Carolyn Grumm
The Sierra Madre Search

and Rescue Team (SMSR)
stands ready to go "anywhere
in the wilderness someone
needs help" but they also work
in town to provide preventative
search and rescue (PSAR) edu-
cation in an effort to keep hik-
ers from ever needing their ser-
vices. The Team has been busy
in the past months with lessons
for groups of children, appear-
ances at community events,
and presentations for local or-
ganizations.

Hug-A-Tree
One of the core components

of the Team's PSAR efforts are
the Hug-A-Tree presentations
they give to children between
the ages of 5 and 12. These
30-60 minute presentations are
designed to teach children what
to do if they get lost in the wil-
derness.

The Hug-A-Tree program
was created after a 9 year old
boy in San Diego died of hy-
pothermia after getting lost in
the wilderness during a family
camping trip. He was found
just a couple of miles away
from his campsite after a mas-
sive 4 day search. Many people
were impacted by this tragedy

Sierra Madre Search and Rescue Works
to Prevent Their Next Call Out

Scout groups visit the station for a Hug-A-Tree program.
and wanted to make sure it
never happened again.

Now children can watch a
short video and hear from team
members about what to do to
keep from getting lost, how to
stay comfortable if they are
lost, and how they can help get
themselves found. The key is
to hug a tree! By staying still
children (and adults) can in-
crease their odds of being found
quickly.

Kids also walk away from

their Hug-A-Tree lesson with
a whistle kit. The kit includes
a card reminding them of ev-
erything that they learned, a
large trash bag (that can be
used to stay warm, dry, or
shaded in an emergency) and
a whistle to carry with them on
all of their hikes. Hundreds of
these "whistles kits" have been
given to kids by SMSR.

Community Events
SMSR also makes appear-

ances at community events.
These are valuable opportuni-
ties to connect with a large
number of people. Whether it
is a short conversation with a
new hiker, or a trail runner who
reads one of their sign boards,
the messages of the team are
getting out to the public.

Most recently the Team par-
ticipated in the Southern Cali-
fornia Children's Museum
Touch a Truck event and the
Sierra Madre Professional
Firefighter Association's car
show.

Local Organizations
The Team has presented to

Rotary Clubs about who the
Team is and what they do, and
they have provided wilderness
safety training to the local
scouting leaders. Every one of
these interactions is a valuable
opportunity to share their
knowledge and possibly pre-
vent a future call for help to
search and rescue.

Since 1951, the all-volunteer
Sierra Madre Search and Res-
cue Team has responded to
calls for help in the local moun-
tains and beyond.  SMSR also
provides a range of wilderness
safety programs. The Team
never charges for any of these
services, and is funded entirely
by charitable donations. For
more information, to donate, or
to arrange a wilderness safety
demonstration for your school
or group, visit www.smsr.org.
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By Jorge V. Rosales
AZUSA -The Indonesian

American Seventh Day
Adventist Church located at
803 West First Street (north-
west corner of First Street and
Vernon Avenue) Azusa, CA
91702 in cooperation with the
City of Azusa (CITY), Azusa
Unified School District (AUSD)
and the Adventist Medical
Evangelism Network (AMEN)
will be hosting the Second Bi-
annual Free Community Health
Clinic.

The health clinic will be held
on Sunday and Monday, No-
vember 17 and 18, 2019 from
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. at 803
West First Street in Azusa.

The following services will
be offered free of charge by
Doctors, Dentists and other
Medical Professionals: Dental
Teeth Cleaning, Extractions
and Fillings; Medical Labora-
tory Screenings; Primary
Health Care Consultation; Flu
Shots; Mental Health Counsel-
ing; Vision eye exams, Eye-
glasses Prescriptions and Glau-

GLENDORA - To usher in
the holiday season and to thank
the community for its contin-
ued support, The Foothill Pres-
byterian Hospital Auxiliary
would like to invite you to at-
tend their annual Holiday Open
House and Sale to be held on
Monday, December 2nd be-
tween 1 and 5 pm. The gift
shop will be offering beautiful,
unique items perfect for those
important people on your list.
There will be a 20% discount
on all holiday items purchased
that afternoon.  Delicious good-
ies, along with warm bever-
ages, will be served. Remem-
ber, the proceeds of this sale
will go towards capital im-
provements of the hospital and

Live Your Best Life: Free Health Clinic

coma Screenings; Massage;
and Ultra Sounds on Sunday
only.

Other services will include:
Foot care, Haircuts, Photogra-
phy, Healthy Lifestyle Semi-
nars, Spiritual Counseling,
Thrift Shop items will also be
available.

Services will be provided in
English with Indonesian and
Spanish interpretation available.
This community services are

being funded by donations re-
ceived by the Indonesian
American Seventh Day
Adventist Church and will be
provided free on a First Come
First Served Basis.

For further information call
Ida Tampubolon, the Free
Health Clinic Director at (909)
800-9581 or for information in
Spanish language contact
Andres Altamirano at (213)
804-6861.

Emanate Health Foothill
Presbyterian Hospital Auxiliary
Holds Holiday Open House

our scholarship fund.
If you would like more in-

formation on this event or are

Auxiliary members Bonnie Singleton, Dlorah Gonzales, and Lobby
Shop manager, Kristine McLeod, welcomes holiday shoppers.

interested in joining our won-
derful group of volunteers,
please call (626)857-3103.

By George Ogden
AZUSA - On Friday, Nov

1, Spectrum News 1, a Spec-
trum morning show was at
Porto's in West Covina.  One
of their guests was Rosie
Fabian, VP of the LWV
(League of Women Voters) of
East San Gabriel Valley.  She
is also the former elected City
Clerk for Covina and a retired
employee for the County of
Los Angeles with the County
Board of Supervisors.

She hosted a table in the
West Covina branch of Porto's
to give voters information, reg-
ister and answer any questions.
She is incredibly knowledge-
able and is a great source of
information.

November marked the 1-
year anniversary of the
network's launch. To celebrate
this milestone, they set up a

Azusa Mayor, Joseph R. Rocha and Azusa Council member, Robert Gonzales were joined by mem-
bers of Azusa’s faith community, city residents, city commissioners, school board member, Azusa
Beautiful members and Azusa Parks Division to plant a California Oak to memorialize the coming
2020 Census.  “In 2010 we planted the first Census tree just yards from this one in the Memorial Park
oak tree grove,” said Mayor Rocha.  “Today we planted a young oak to memorialize the coming 2020
Census.  We want to let everyone know that like the oak that is rooted in Azusa soil and whose
branches and leaves are essential to its growth, everyone in Azusa also counts and must be counted
in the 2020 Census to determine Azusa growth.

Spectrum News 1 Comes to West Covina

Rosie Fabian with Spectrum News 1 news anchors Gizelle
Fernandez and Melvin Robert.
program to include their view-
ers.  They are taking their
morning show to the commu-
nity every Friday in November.
Viewers are invited to come by,
meet the anchors and mingle

with one another while they
tape their newscast.  It was a
great event and guests of the
program were glad to be able
to celebrate with Spectrum their
anniversary.

Census Tree Planting in Azusa
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