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(See VETERANS, Page 14)

Frio and La Salle County will honor its veterans this 
week with a host of events to commemorate the service 
and sacrifice those who 
serve the country perform 
to ensure our freedoms. 

In Pearsall, the 14th 
annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony at the Frio County Veterans Wall will be held 
on Saturday, November 9 at 10 a.m. 

The event will feature military songs performed by 
the Dilley Mighty Gray Wolves Band and Director Terri 
Robertson. Pearsall’s Air Force Junior ROTC cadets will 
present the Colors under the direction of Major Chad 

Haferman and Technical Sergeant Anthony Towns. 
A luncheon will be served following the event. 
Pearsall ISD will host Veterans Day celebrations 

across each of its campuses on Friday, November 8. 
The event begins at 9 
a.m. at the Ted Flores 
Elementary. Ceremonies 
will then be held at 9:40 
a.m. at the Pearsall Junior 

High, 10:15 at Pearsall Intermediate and 11:10 a.m. 
at Pearsall High School. Lunch will be provided for 
veterans at the high school following the ceremony. 

A bus will be available to transport veterans between 
each campus. 

Monica Martinez has 
been named the Rural 
Health Clinic Director 
at the new Frio Regional 
Primary and Urgent Care 
Clinic in Dilley.

As the top official at 
the clinic, Martinez will 
be charged with 
the day-to-day 
operations of the 
facility, as well 
as maintaining 
compliance, 
among other 
duties. 

According to 
Frio Regional 
Hospital CFO 
Thomas Grimert, 
the clinic is 
scheduled to 
open the first 
quarter of 2020.

“As the Rural Health 
Clinic Director, I will be 
responsible for obtaining 
Rural Health designation 
for the clinic, maintaining 
compliance with 
regulatory requirements, 
overseeing overall day-to-
day operations, managing 
of staff, developing 
and maintaining short 
and long term budget 
goals, and all other 
administrative duties,” she 
said. 

Martinez previously 
served as the Home 
Health Administrator 
for Frio Hospital Home 
Health for the last 
three years and four 
months where she was 
responsible for planning 

and coordinating delivery 
of professional services 
to clients, ensuring 
compliance with State 
and Medicare licensing/
certification, establishing 
and maintaining a quality 
improvement program, all 

while managing 
a fiscally sound 
budget.

“My work 
philosophy is 
that success 
is the result 
of hard work, 
learning from 
failure, loyalty, 
and persistence 
while always 
in the pursuit 
of perfection,” 
Martinez said. 

“My goal in this new 
position is to improve 
the quality of life in our 
community by providing 
exceptional healthcare 
with compassion and 
respect. 

“As a citizen from a 
small community like 
Pearsall, I have always 
been passionate about 
servicing rural markets so 
I am excited to play a role 
in providing a new medical 
access point for Frio and 
surrounding counties.”

Martinez earned her 
Bachelors of Science 
degree from the University 
of Texas at San Antonio 
and has a Masters in 
Healthcare Administration 
degree from the University 
of Incarnate Word.

QUITE A HAUL - Sylvia Torres was the grand prize winner of the Virginia Thompson Pearsall Education Foundation’s annual fundraising 
raffle. Torres received a $10,000 gift card as winners were announced during the Pearsall Mavericks football game against Hondo on Friday, 
November 1 at Mack Laxson Field. The VTPEF provides funding to teachers and students in the form of scholarships. 

Texas continues to lead 
the nation in oil and gas 
production, creating jobs 
and prosperity statewide, 
but communities in 
the state’s main energy 
production 
areas have 
also seen 
a rise in 
deaths on 
the road 
accounting for close to half 
of all traffic fatalities in 
Texas. 

In 2018, 1,673 people 
died and more than 
6,000 were seriously 
injured in crashes in the 
Barnett Shale, Eagle Ford 

Shale, Granite Wash, 
Haynesville/Bossier Shale 
and Permian Basin, where 
oil and gas exploration is 
underway. Traffic deaths 
in these areas are up by 
4% compared to 2017. 
Crash reports point to 

failure to 
control 
speed as 
the most-
often cited 
factor in 

traffic crashes, followed by 
driver inattention due to 
actions such as looking at 
a cell phone. 

“Driving conditions 
have changed dramatically 
in many parts of Texas,” 
Texas Department of 
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A Pearsall woman fondly touches the name of a loved one on the Frio County Veterans Wall during a ceremony last year. The 14th annual 
Veterans Day event is scheduled for Saturday, November 9 and is one of several events in Pearsall, Dilley and Cotulla being held to honor 
local veterans.                    (CURRENT Photo: Manuel Azocar III)

Transportation Executive 
Director James Bass said. 
“A big increase in the 
number of heavy trucks 

and traffic on state and 
county roads adds to the 
complexity of driving – 
something we always need 

to give our full attention 
to, while also obeying 
traffic laws. That’s why we 
are urging every motorist 

to drive smart and take 
simple precautions to 
prevent crashes.”


