
COVID-19 Vaccines for Moderately to Severely 
Immunocompromised People

People who are moderately to severely immunocompromised may not build the same level of 
immunity following a two-dose vaccine series compared to people who are not immunocompromised. 
As a result, the CDC recommends people who are moderately to severely immunocompromised 
receive an additional dose of mRNA COVID-19 vaccine (either Pfizer or Moderna) at least 28 days after 
the second dose. 

This additional dose is intended to improve immunocompromised people’s response to their initial 
vaccine series. It is not the same as a booster dose, given to people when the immune response to a 
primary vaccine series is likely to have waned over time.

Who Needs an Additional COVID-19 Vaccine?

Moderately to severely immunocompromised people include people who have:

• Been receiving active cancer treatment for tumors or cancers of the blood
• Received an organ transplant and are taking medicine to suppress the immune system
• Received a stem cell transplant within the last 2 years or are taking medicine to suppress the 

immune system
• Moderate or severe primary immunodeficiency (such as DiGeorge syndrome, Wiskott-Aldrich 

syndrome)
• Advanced or untreated HIV infection
• Active treatment with high-dose corticosteroids or other drugs that may suppress your immune 

response

People should talk to their health care provider about their medical condition and whether getting an 
additional dose is appropriate for them.

I’m Eligible. How Do I Receive an Additional Dose?

Lake Regional offers an additional mRNA dose at its primary care clinics to people whose immune 
systems are moderately to severely compromised. It is not necessary to be an established patient with 
Lake Regional to receive a vaccination appointment. There is no cost to any patient for the vaccine 
or office visit. Patients should bring their vaccination card to the appointment. Before receiving an 
additional mRNA dose, patients will be required to sign a statement indicating they personally consider 
themselves moderately to severely immunocompromised and thus are eligible for an additional dose.

Learn more and request an appointment at lakeregional.com/vaccine. 
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