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Objectives

• Scene Size-Up

• Primary Assessment

• Effective Communication

• History Taking

• Secondary Assessment

• Patient Monitoring



Scene Size-Up

• On-going process, not once and done

• Dispatch

• Standard Precautions/PPE

• Scene Safety

• Resource Determination

• Location of Patients

• Mechanism of Injury/Nature of Illness



Scene Size-Up Example



Primary Assessment

• Form a General Impression

• Stabilize the Cervical Spine

• Assess Mental Status

• AVPU

• Assess the Airway

• Assess Breathing

• Assess Circulation

• Priority Determination









Effective Communication

• Build Trust and Rapport

• Techniques

• Interviewing a Patient

• Special Needs and Challenges

• Transferring Patient Care



History Taking

• Develop and differential diagnosis!

• Preliminary Data

• Chief Complaint vs. Primary Problem

• Present Problem

• OPQRST-ASPN

• Past Medical History

• SAMPLE

• Family/Social History



History Taking

• Review of Body Systems (ROS)

• General

• HEENT

• Chest and Lungs

• Heart and Blood Vessels

• Lymph Nodes

• Gastrointestinal System

• Genitourinary System

• Genitalia

• Musculoskeletal System

• Neurologic System

• Hematologic System

• Endocrine System

• Psychiatric History



History Taking

Clinical Reasoning



Secondary Assessment

• Physical Exam Techniques

• Inspection

• Palpation

• Percussion

• Auscultation



Secondary Assessment

• The General Survey

• Mental Status

• Level of Consciousness

• Appearance and Behavior

• Speech and Language

• Mood

• Thoughts and Perceptions

• Insight and Judgement

• Memory and Attention



Secondary Assessment

• The General Survey

• General Appearance

• Signs of Distress

• Apparent State of Health

• Vital Statistics

• Broselow tape!

• General Stature

• Sexual Development

• Skin Color and Obvious Lesions

• Posture, Gait, and Motor Activity

• Dress, Grooming, and Personal Hygiene

• Breath or Body Odors

• Facial Expressions



Secondary Assessment

• The General Survey

• Vital Signs

• Respiration

• Rate

• Effort

• Quality

• Pulse

• Rate

• Rhythm

• Quality

• Blood Pressure

• Body Temperature

• Capillary Refill

• Oral Mucosa Color



Anatomic Region Assessment



Skin



Skin Assessment

• Color

• Moisture

• Temperature

• Texture

• Mobility and Turgor

• Lesions



Hair Assessment



Nail Assessment



Head



Head



Head Assessment



Head Assessment



Eyes



Eyes



Eyes



Eyes



Eye Assessment



Eye Assessment



Eye Assessment





Ears



Ear Assessment



Nose



Nose



Nose Assessment



Mouth



Mouth



Mouth



Mouth Assessment



Neck



Neck



Neck Assessment



Chest and Lungs



Chest and Lungs Assessment



Chest and Lungs Assessment



Heart and Blood Vessels



Heart and Blood Vessels



Heart and Blood Vessels



Heart and Blood Vessels 
Assessment



Heart and Blood Vessels 
Assessment



Heart and Blood Vessels 
Assessment



Abdomen



Abdomen



Abdomen



Abdomen



Abdomen



Abdomen



Abdomen Assessment





Musculoskeletal System



Wrists and Hands



Wrists and Hands 
Assessment



Elbows



Elbows



Elbows Assessment



Shoulders



Shoulders



Shoulders Assessment



Ankles and Feet



Ankles and Feet



Ankles and Feet Assessment



Knees



Knees



Knees Assessment



Hips



Hips



Hips



Hips Assessment



Spine



Spine



Spine Assessment



Neurologic System

• Mental Status and Speech

• Cranial Nerves

• Motor System

• Sensory System

• Reflexes



Cranial Nerves



Cranial Nerves



Cranial Nerves Assessment



Motor System



Motor System Assessment



Motor System Assessment



Sensory System 
Assessment



Reflexes

• Biceps

• Triceps

• Brachioradialis

• Quadriceps

• Achilles Tendon

• Plantar



Reflexes Assessment



Patient Monitoring

• ECG

• Pulse Oximetry

• Capnography

• Pulse CO-Oximetry

• Blood Glucometry

• Ultrasound



When do we use a backboard?


