
 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Financial Aid Student Attendance Policy  

 

Students are expected to attend all classes for which they registered, beginning with and including the first 

class session. Not only must a student be registered for a class, students must be in active attendance to 

count as “enrolled” for aid eligibility purposes. Academically related activities to be in attendance include 

but are not limited to:  

 Attending a synchronous class, lecture, recitation, or field or laboratory activity, physically or 

online, where there is an opportunity for interaction between the instructor and students;  

 Submitting an academic assignment;  

 Taking an assessment or an exam,  

 Participating in an interactive tutorial, webinar, or other interactive computer-assisted instruction;  

 Participating in a study group, group project, or an online discussion that is assigned by the 

institution; or  

 Interacting with an instructor about academic matters; and  

o Does not include, for example 

 Living in institutional housing 

 Participating in the institutions meal plan 

 Logging into an online class or tutorial without any further participation or 

participating in academic counseling or advisement 

 

Students must have attendance verified in their classes in order to meet the eligibility requirements for the 

federal student aid programs. The Department of Education requires schools to document student 

attendance prior to the disbursement of any federal aid funds. Until attendance is verified for a student, no 

federal financial aid will be disbursed.  

 

The College requires that faculty verify attendance weekly for each course taught. If a student fails to attend 

all courses for any consecutive two-week period, the student will be considered withdrawn from the 

College. Once it is determined that a student has withdrawn (either voluntarily or involuntarily), the 

financial aid office will need to determine if financial aid is required to be returned. For additional 

information on how a financial aid return is calculated, please review the Return to Title IV policy. 

 

The College reserves the right to request validation of student illness, etc., (i.e., physician's excuse, etc.). If 

absence is due to extenuating personal circumstances, consideration may be given.  
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