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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

It has been a very active year at
The School for Field Studies. I
recently returned from our field
station in Bhutan where students
presented their research findings
to an audience of government
officials, academics, and local
community members. I am
pleased to announce that we
have reached an agreement with
our partner, the Ugyen
Wangchuck Institute for
Conservation and Environment,
to offer a spring term to students
beginning in 2017. This
Himalayan country — with
soaring mountains, vibrant
forests, and a distinct cultural
heritage — is an increasingly
popular destination for students.

I also visited our Cambodia site,
where SFS hosted representatives from 20 colleges and universities from
around the U.S. to learn about our Mekong studies program. It was exciting
to see the program in action, and I was impressed by the depth and range of
the research projects that our students are undertaking. Students
participating in our Cambodian program will benefit in September of this
year from greatly expanded new facilities, just 10 minutes by tuk tuk from
downtown Siem Reap.

I look forward to traveling to our other new program sites in Peru and
Panama in the coming year. On that note, our first summer program in
Panama will begin in June, and we’ve already exceeded our projection for
enrollment. Students in the program, Tourism and Island Systems, will be
able to enjoy our new waterfront facilities in Bocas Del Toro, which opened
their doors this past year. 

It has been a tremendous amount of work, but over the last three years we
have built our program portfolio; brought on top-notch staff; increased our
visibility; and enhanced our academic and business models. We are well-
positioned to build on the increased awareness of and interest in
environmental education and conservation. 

I look forward to meeting with alumni, parents, and friends of SFS this year
to discuss ways to enhance our impact and to ensure a strong, sustainable
future for SFS.

With best regards,

James A. Cramer
President

©2016 The School for Field Studies. 
SFS is a 501(C) (3) non-profit educational institution.

SFS BOARD OF TRUSTEES JANUARY 2016

Terry Andreas
Chair of the Board
Founder of The School for Field Studies
New York, NY

Darren Aronofsky
Film Director
New York, NY

Tomoko Haber
Greenwich, CT

James Jackson
RBC Wealth Management
Portland, ME 

Michael Mars
mTerra Ventures, LLC 
Boston, MA

Shaun Martin
World Wildlife Fund 
Washington, DC

Eric Olson
BSR (Business for Social Responsibility)
San Francisco, CA

W. James Tozer, Jr.
Vectra Management Group 
New York, NY

John “Jack” Waggett
ret. Trinity College
Hartford, CT

James A. Cramer
ex officio, SFS President
Beverly, MA

SFS is a member of Earth Share, and through our participation, we
benefit from several workplace giving campaigns including the
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC #58008) and the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts Employees Charitable Campaign.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Su

sa
n 

W
ils

on



WWW.FIELDSTUDIES.ORG  |  3

FINANCES YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2015

l Tuition and Fees $7,107,832    

l Gifts and Grants $803,066 

l Other Revenues $(27,180)

REVENUES

l Environmental Programs $4,878,261 

l Program Support $2,410,094     

l Administration $1,214,945     

l Development $86,644 

l Other Expenses $19,748     

EXPENSES

90%

57%28%

14%

1%

10%
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SCHOLARSHIP REPORT

Johnnie Duguay
Gonzaga University 
Cambodia Fall 2015
SFS Cambodia changed my life. Coming home
has been a cold (literally, it’s been 20 degrees
Fahrenheit) and hard reminder that I no longer
live in a world of tuk tuks and spiral cut pineapple,
of markets and monks, of “Arun Suasadei’s” and
respectful bows. But I come home with the
knowledge that I can write a forty-page research
paper and conduct interviews with a broad range
of stakeholders; that I can make friends with
amazing souls even if we don’t share a language;
that I can live and thrive abroad. I come home with
perspective. 

While I cannot claim to fully understand the
challenges that Cambodian people face with
regard to their natural environment and
resources, this program helped me see specific
regional challenges and begin to discern roots,
driving forces, and potential solutions. It also
helped me think critically about my nation’s own
foreign and environmental policy. 

I observed an interesting phenomenon while I was
abroad. Even as I learned so much from our
amazing professors, interview subjects, and guest
lecturers – the more knowledge I gained, the
more I realized how little I understand about the
complex ecological and social situation in
Cambodia. At times, this frustrated me. I wished,
and still do wish, I could understand how to stop
rampant deforestation or how to solve the waste
management problem in Siem Reap ethically,
without threatening livelihoods. However, I am so
grateful to SFS for exposing me to these issues,
challenging my preconceptions, and pushing me
to wrestle with hard concepts. 

Before I participated in this program, if I wasn’t
good at something, or couldn’t immediately
understand a topic, I tended to write it off, either

considering the concept unimportant or leaving it
for someone more qualified to ponder. However,
living in Cambodian society, full of fascinating
environmental challenges and complex human
relationships, encouraged me to embrace the
unknown. SFS taught me to seek answers myself,
through primary and secondary research. It taught
me that even if my efforts yield an incomplete
answer, I should continue to pursue knowledge
while accepting that it may take years to grasp a
full understanding. 

My relationship with the environment developed
exponentially through my SFS study abroad
experience. I was exposed to entirely new
ecosystems, from the Melaleuca forest to the
Mekong River, from lowland rice paddies to Phnom
Kulen National Park, from the Can Tho University
campus to the seasonally flooded forest of the
Tonle Sap. I hiked, boated, and interviewed my way
through remarkably foreign and eye-opening
landscapes. I learned about the devastating impact
humans can have on the environment through
dams, deforestation, and pollution. But I met many
inspiring educators, scholars, officials, and
community members who seek to slow the
overwhelming environmental degradation. I
witnessed seventh graders delighting in the simple
process of putting seeds in dirt, anticipating growth.
I also gained firsthand insight into the complexities
of environmental governance through my directed
research in Phnom Kulen. I felt the frustrations of
local citizens and government officials as they
struggled to protect the forest effectively. I leave
this experience with a love for the diverse
ecosystems of the region, sorrow for the damage
that’s committed to the environment, but also hope
for academic and social steps towards combatting
environmental issues.

My learning didn’t stop once I stepped off the plane.
SFS instilled in me an itch to continue looking
critically at what I see and hear in the news, how

my consumption affects the world around me,
and what sort of oppressions both humans
and natural agents experience daily. I also was
bit by the Cambodia bug and will definitely be
back to work on my Khmer, greet familiar
faces, and experience more of this vibrant,
loving, damaged, yet fascinating region of the
world. Thank you, SFS and generous donors,
for providing me with the spectacular
opportunity to conduct world class research,
make lifelong friends, and expand my comfort
zones into the beautiful, dynamic world of the
Mekong River ecosystem.
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OUR SUPPORTERS SEPTEMBER 1, 2014-AUGUST 31, 2015

2015 Leadership Donors: David and Debra Andreas • Martin L. Andreas • Michael and Sally Andreas • Terry L. Andreas • Anonymous • Darren Aronofsky Kenya
Summer '85, Alaska Summer '86 • Climate Ride • James Cramer • Earth Share • Spencer and Tomoko Haber • Roy A. Hunt Foundation • International Elephant
Foundation • Ellen S. Lee* • Michael Mars Australia Fall '88 • Nina McKee* • The Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation • Elizabeth Niemiec Canada Summer '99,
Mexico Spring '03 • Thomas J. Quinn and Joy D. Bennett • Cliff W. Roberts III Kenya Summer '94 • Ken and Gwyn Schlothan • Siegel+Gale • Toyota Motor Sales, USA,
Inc. • Jim and Zibby Tozer • Jack Waggett • World Wildlife Fund

Nell Achtmeyer TCI Summer '04 • The Ajwani Family* • Virginia Alasio* • Martha Albrecht • Martina L. Albright • Joseph Alhadeff Mexico Fall '90 • AmazonSmile
Foundation • Nicole Anderson • Terry and Heidi Anderson • Reed and Diana Anderson • Karen Andreas Costa Rica Spring '94 • Anonymous (6) • Answered, Inc.* •
Rosemary Armstrong and Morris "Sandy" Weinberg, Jr. • Sean Arruabarrena TCI Fall '14 • AtOne Foundation • Julius and Judith Ballanco • Harmon and Ann Banning
• Erika Barnaby* • Joel and Cindy Barnaby* • Jeff Barnette Costa Rica Summer '10 • John and Barbara Baron • Thomas and Lisa Bates • James Benoit Colorado
Summer '91 • Bill and Sherry Berry • Peter Blank Kenya Fall '92 • Ronnie and Teri Bogden • The Brennan Family* • Marta Brill • Peter Brown • Nina Budapin* • D.

E. Bungert and Michele Piri-Bungert* • George R. Bunn, Jr. •
Rita Cabral TCI Summer '07 • Carrie Camp • Ian Campbell
Kenya Spring '85 • Cornelia Carpenter Kenya Fall '09 • Shireen
Brazier TCI Spring '02 • Lora Catalano • Ellen Chamberlin
Costa Rica Fall '09 • Tiffany Chan Canada Summer '03 •
Michael Chuang Mexico Summer '99 • Jane Clauson TCI Spring
'10 • Meghan Cloud TCI Summer '93 • Yizette Colon • Content
Chemics • Katina Coulianos • Rollin Craft and Amy Nordon-
Craft • Nancy Cresci* • Ellie Crosby • Ellen Crow • Kim
Cummings TCI Spring '00 • Colin Cushman Canada Fall '97 •
CWS Limousines* • Rosemary Day* • Camille Deering
Australia Fall '10 • Barbara Desroches Kenya Summer '02 •
Angelica Di Spigna* • Anthony Di Spigna* • Franca Di Spigna*
• Melissa Di Spigna* • Gretchen Dietrich Alabama Summer '87
• The Dispigna Family* • Deede Dixon Australia Fall '08 • Ken
and Kathy Doctor • Ethan Doherty • Jennifer Dorland* •
Christine Douglas • Ken and Sallie Dowd* • Elisabeth Duffy
TCI Fall '95 • Sean Duffy • Robin Abernathy Kenya Summer '02
• Susan and Nelson Eby • Christen M. Edwards* • Stephen L.
Epstein • Mariah Fickbohm Kenya Summer '00 • Kristina G.
Fisher Australia Fall '00 • Jessica Flaherty Kenya Spring '05 •
Joannis Flatley • Peter Flower* • Suzanne Fowle Kenya Fall
'88 • Pamela Freeman Australia Fall '92 • Megan Frummer TCI
Fall '98 • Christopher Gabers • Abigail Gall • Carrie Gallagher
Costa Rica Spring '94 • Roy and Gayle Gardiner • Dave and
Joanne Geiszler • Kristin Gerard Kenya Summer '01 • Joseph
and Mary Gibson • Beth Girolamo Australia Fall '87 • Michael
and Heather Goldberg TCI Summer '93 • Zachary and Leslie

Goldstein* • Malcolm and Susan Goodridge* • Leslie Granese • Douglass and Deborah Hall • Tom and Della Hall • Tracy Harbaugh Australia Spring '04 • Jennie
Mandeville Harrington TCI Fall '99 • Anna Harris • Rahsaan Harris Mexico Fall '93 • Whitney and Elizabeth Hatch • Wesley Hauser Australia Fall '13 • Brian and Lucinda
Hautaniemi • Emily Hendry TCI Spring '14 • William Hewig and Anne Marie Hunter • Marion Hoekenga and B. Christine Hoekenga TCI Fall '01 • Jeffrey and Faith Horlick
• Meredith DuBarry Huston Costa Rica Spring '96 • Eldred and Cheryl Hutchins* • J&M Trends* • Kemp Jaycox Australia Spring '94 • Carrie Jenks Mexico Fall '94 •
Erin Johnson Costa Rica Spring '11 • Gail Johnson Colorado Summer '87 • Cindy Kardeman and Dave Reynolds • Arlene Kayatt* • Reiva Keith Kenya/Tanzania Fall '13
• Frank and Pamela Kenison • Pratap and Elaine Khanwilkar • John Kiluk Costa Rica Summer '95 • Jiyeon Kim Kenya Spring '10 • Susan King and Jack Sanderson •
Breanne Kirsch Kenya Spring '04 • John Klein* • Kenneth Klonsky* • Marla Knight Dutille Costa Rica Summer '89 • Jennifer Kogan TCI Spring '99 • Susan Krivoshik
USA: North Carolina Summer '88 • Hillary Kruger-Levingston Ecuador '81 • Kathryn Krummel • Tom Lagana* • Robert Lape and Joanna Pruess* • Jennifer Laporte
TCI Summer '96 • Gina Lee Costa Rica Spring '12 • David Leibowitz and Lynda Barnaby* • Franklin Lieberman* • Hsuan Liu TCI Summer '96 • Nicholas Mallos TCI Spring
'06 • Kim and Jeffrey Markuns Hawaii Summer '88 • Emily Marriott Costa Rica Fall '96 • William and Melissa Martens • Shaun Martin • Dana and Lia Matthow* •
Kimbrough Mauney TCI Summer '00 • Edward Mayo TCI Summer '91 • Peggy and John McDevit • Rebecca McKee Bhutan Summer '12 • Melanie McLean Kenya Spring
'96 • Nicole Meadows Mexico Summer '98 • Merck Foundation • David Meyers • Bonnie Millar Palau Spring '95 • Michael and Elizabeth Minigan • John and Eloise
Morehouse* • Douglas and Deborah Morton* • Lili Murad Alaska Summer '87 • Horace and Betsy Nash • Heidi Nermoe • Bryan Nestler* • Neustar • New York
Printing Solutions • Russell Nord Kenya Fall '97 • Katherine O'Brien Australia Spring '11 • Eric Olson • Warren Page* • Jennifer Parker TCI Spring '95 • Matthew Bloch
and Marilyn Pasierb • Sheridan Pauker Australia Summer '91 • Danielle (Urban) Pedreira TCI Spring '91 • Mary Penticoff Kenya Fall '08 • Carolina Perez-Heydrich Kenya
Fall '01 & John Richardson Costa Rica Fall '99 • Margaret Pfeffer Australia Spring '14 • Bob and Paula Phenix • Scott Pherson Costa Rica Summer '98 • Kerry Philp Costa
Rica Spring '94 • Carolyn Pike Australia Spring '92 • Ben Pomeroy Costa Rica Spring '99 • Judge and Mrs. James Porter* • Sandra Radoff and Bruce Posner • Merle
Potchinsky USA: Virgin Islands Summer '84 • Lesley Provenzano* • Simi & Judy Rabinowitz Australia Fall '99 • Dino Redzic* • Brendan Reed TCI Spring '97 • Marilyn
and Robbie Reich* • Ellen Reid • Jessica Rettig Virgin Islands Summer '89 • Michael and Tina Rettig • Molly Rideout Australia '88 and Charles Hulse • Daniel and Jennifer
Ritchie • Annalise Ritter Bhutan Summer '12 • Cassie Robbins Virgin Islands Summer '87 • John and Kim Roberts • Lauren Roberts Kenya/Tanzania Fall '13 • Katie Roe
TCI Spring '04 • Jessica Rohde TCI Fall '06 • Carolyn Rosenthal* • Brent Sacks TCI Fall '13 • Steve and Ming Samalot • Richard L. Saphir* • Cynthia Sawtell • James
Schwartz USA: Montana Summer '93 • Robin Sears Ecuador Summer '90 • Mark Seifert Costa Rica Summer '88 • Wayne Sentman Kenya Fall '87 • Leah Shamlian TCI
Fall '13 • Jason Shultz TCI Fall '94 • Daniel M. Silvershein* • Arlene and Bruce Simon • James and Denise Sinclair • Nicole Skunza Kenya Summer '07 • Alexander
Sonneborn Canada Summer '00 • Alan and Pamela Sorkin • Laura Soucy Costa Rica Fall '05 • Nia Spongberg Canada Spring '00 • Jason Sreedhar Kenya Summer '14
• Marie Starsinic • Ben Still Kenya Fall '04 • Greg and Joyce Studen • Amy Sullivan Kenya Summer '09 • Superbiz* • Robert Tempest and Audrey Winkler • Peter Thelen
Kenya/Tanzania Spring '10 • Keisha Myrick and Lauren Thie Kenya Summer '06 • Robert and Nancy Thomas • Andrew Tredennick Kenya Fall '05 • Rebecca and Stephen
Tredennick • Amy Trexler Kenya Spring '06 • Rahul Tripathi India Summer '92 • A. Christy Uchida Australia Spring '92 • Lynne Van Engel • Paul and Lynn Vachena •
Jonathan Vlahos Kenya Spring '96 • Dorothy Wallace-Senft Australia Spring '92 • Jerome and Nancy Preiser* • Eric and Janell Wassermann • Lisa Weikert Australia
Spring '04 • Marlin and Jane Wenger • Mary West Australia Summer '02 • Jon White Kenya Spring '98 • Patricia D. Whitman • Benjamin Wiley TCI Fall '91 • Lindsey
Williams TCI Fall '00 • Nathan L. Williams Kenya Fall '01 • Cindy Wilson • Robert and Constance Wilsterman • Judy Winslow • Alexis Wright TCI Spring '93 • Robert
and Jane Yamashita • Mohammed and Bonnie Yousuf* • Fern Zimbalist* • Emma Zinsmeister TCI Spring '05 • Laura Zuppo Kenya Spring '97

Thank you! 
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