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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

As members of The School for
Field Studies (SFS) community,
we recognize that global
environmental stewardship
means working with people
whose viewpoints, priorities, and
values differ from our own. To
responsibly steward our planet,
its inhabitants, and natural
resources for future generations,
we must see the world as it is,
acknowledge our own biases,
and move forward with clarity,
conviction, and persistence.

Sound science is the foundation
of solid social, economic, and
environmental policies. While we
do not engage in partisan
political activities, we are and
will be strong advocates for
research, education, responsible

environmental stewardship, and the prudent management of natural
resources. We can and will support legislation that is consistent with our
mission. And we can and will advocate for responsible environmental
policies, openly and passionately, galvanizing support for the same. 

We are proud of and grateful for each student, alumnus, faculty member,
colleague, and friend of SFS. While we may come from many walks of life
and hold a variety of perspectives, together we form a chorus of reason and
responsible citizenship that will guide our country’s future. The way forward
to a sustainable future depends upon all of us with our many talents, seizing
every opportunity to advance the cause of securing our planet’s future.

With best regards,

James A. Cramer
President ©2017 The School for Field Studies. 

SFS is a 501(C) (3) non-profit educational institution.

SFS BOARD OF TRUSTEES JANUARY 2017

Terry L. Andreas, Chair
New York, NY 

Michael J. Mars, Vice Chair
Boston, MA 

Jim Jackson, Treasurer
Yarmouth, ME 

James Cramer, Clerk
ex-officio, SFS President
Beverly, MA

Darren Aronofsky
Brooklyn, NY 

Tomoko Haber
Greenwich, CT 

Sean Martin
Washington, DC 

Eric Olsen
San Francisco, CA

W. James Tozer 
New York, NY

Jack Waggett
Memphis, TN

SFS is a member of Earth Share, and through our participation, we
benefit from several workplace giving campaigns including the
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC #58008) and the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts Employees Charitable Campaign.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Su

sa
n 

W
ils

on



WWW.FIELDSTUDIES.ORG  |  3

FINANCES YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2016

l Tuition and Fees $8,111,226    

l Gifts and Grants $1,090,004

l Other Revenues $93,437

REVENUES

l Environmental Programs $5,267,408 

l Program Support $2,318,099     

l Administration $1,215,070     

l Development $92,142 

l Other Expenses $18,951
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SCHOLARSHIP REPORT

I have always considered myself a serious
scientist. I took courses geared towards analytical
and systematic thinkers. I focused on getting my
Ph.D. and becoming a professor/researcher in
Animal Behavior. When I chose to go to Australia
with SFS, my reasoning was practical. I would be
getting experience in the field and learning about
an ecosystem that fascinates me: the rainforest.
But I did not realize that studying with SFS would
be so much more than that. 

As a student in ecology and a lover of the natural
world, I have always considered myself an

environmentalist. I tried my best to support
local agriculture, to compost, and often shared
articles on the rapidly accelerating demise of
our natural world as a result of climate change.
But, it was not until the SFS program, when I
was surrounded by such passionate classmates
and exposed to the intricacies of the issues our
world faces in my Socioeconomics and
Environmental Policy class, that I became
motivated to make a real change. I was inspired
by my fellow SFS-Australia students to become
a vegetarian, something that I had wanted to do
for a long time but never did. This small change
in my lifestyle felt like the beginning of my
efforts to save our environment. And I hope it is
just the start of a lifelong commitment. 

Being in Australia showed me how the roots of
our environmental problems span more than
fossil fuels and overpopulation, and that to
really understand what is happening in our
world, we need to understand the issues from
social, political, and economic perspectives. I
am not abandoning my goals of becoming a
scientist — studying ecology and animal
behavior is something that I am still passionate
about. But what SFS helped me to realize is
that I need to use this science to make an
impact in the world. I have been inspired to
make a real difference, and I will not stop until I
do just that. 

SFS got me thinking in new ways, and at the same
time, this experience has set me up to be
successful in my career ahead. As an aspiring
researcher and biologist, it is so important for me
to get hands-on experience. SFS did just that. Not
only was I able to visit the different ecosystems I
was studying in my classes, but in the Directed
Research project, I was able to apply the
knowledge I gained to real-life research. I had the
privilege of observing a mother and joey
Lumholtz’s Tree Kangaroo in their natural habitat
as the mother fostered a safe learning for her joey
as he navigated climbing and eating food on his
own. I completed an entire research process —
coming up with research questions, conducting
data collection, analyzing the data, making
conclusions and writing up the entire project, and
presenting my research in front of community
members in the Atherton Tablelands. Each aspect
of the research taught me many skills, all of
which will give me a leg up when considering
graduate school and future research endeavors. 

None of these incredible experiences would have
been possible without the generous financial
support of The School for Field Studies and their
donors. I am confident that I will make significant
impacts in helping our environment and I will
forever be grateful for SFS’s assistance in giving
me an unforgettable and transformative
experience.

Monitoring elusive wildlife species in
Lake Manyara National Park, Tanzania
By Christian Kiffner and John Kioko
$2,560 Raised
Backed by Aaron Hogan, Troy Langknecht,
Patricia Wallace, Russell Nord, Anna Petterson,
Amanda Davis, James A. Cramer, Pamela Fink,
Danielle Dyer Tetreau, Sarah Prior, David
Martiny, Shelley Coar, Ted McKldn, Shelley

This year, four SFS professors ran successful
crowdfunding campaigns to launch new research
projects. Thank you to everyone who supported
these efforts and made this work possible!

Howard Tripolone, Karen Misra, M’Lis Flynn,
Dottie Mayol, Benjamin Becker, Terri Kennedy,
Jacob Stark, Jiyeon Kim, Shelby Mateivch, Ally
Schmitt, Radwa Abdallah, Anna Viau, Ashley
Reynolds, Elise Fiala, Ahren Stroming, Erich
Keyser, Lee Zukoski Walker, Rachel Sorge,
Claire McCusker, Molly Alves, Mark Seifert, Ish
Freedman, Robert J Ritson Jr., Jason P. Schein,
Shan Nagar, Kim La Reau, Avery Martin,
Christina Tran, Tori O’Connor, Philip Mangis,
Asha Misra, Alison Smith, Jess Littman, Susan
Eshelman, Cindy Wu, Abby Pope, Liz Dubnicay,
Perrin Hess, Jaime Thomas, Heidi Bencin, and
Eric Damon Walters

A non-invasive way to track the fluffy
yellow-bellied gliders of North
Queensland, Australia
By Sigrid Heise-Pavlov
$1,238 Raised
Backed by Melissa Schlothan, Paul Vanchena,
James A. Cramer, Sigrid Heise-Pavlov, Katie
Friedman, Chris Douglas, Hester Dingle, Mark
Seifert, Kristen Plantz, Hayley Grandine, Allison
Rossman, Christina Tran, Quinn Taylor, Jesse C
Cohen, Marta Brill, Jason P. Schein, Allie Brown,
Lucas Von Der Linden, Chuck Herrmann, Diana
Acosta, Kayla Elizabeth Simpson, Philip Mangis,
Cindy Wu, and Eric Damon Walters

Monitoring carbon sequestration and
biological diversity in tropical landscapes
altered by human activity
By Achim Häger
$2,250 Raised
Backed by Courtney McKeldin, James A. Cramer,
Brian Gaulzetti, Alyssa Inman, Peggy Schott,
Barbara Curtis, Brian Waterman, Elizabeth Stiles,
Emily Heller, Brianna Rae (Cohoon), Amanda
Lam, Mary Lee King, Mackenzie Cramer, Elise
Fiala, Steven Port, Eliza Kellman, Jon Chu, Jim
Casey, Jillian Dervishian, Mark Seifert, Taylor
Early, Nigel Gale, Courtney Federico, Jonah
Boucher, Alex Cooper, Robyn Anes, Hui Ran Toh,
Rebecca Seifert, Erin Johnson, Spencer Jastrow,
Brianne Bishop, Christina Tran, Marta Brill, Philip
Mangis, Lisa Rokoff, Rachael Taylor, and Eric
Damon Walters

Sylvana Finn
Skidmore College
Australia Fall 2016

CROWDFUNDING CAMPAIGNS



WWW.FIELDSTUDIES.ORG |  5

OUR SUPPORTERS SEPTEMBER 1, 2015-AUGUST 31, 2016

Leadership Donors: Terry L. Andreas • International Fund for Animal Welfare • Michael Mars Australia Fall ’88 • Thomas J. Saylak • David and Debra Andreas •
Michael and Debra Andreas • Protoza Pictures • Roy A. Hunt Foundation • The Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation • Silent Heroes Foundation • Jim and Zibby Tozer
• Jack Waggett • Thomas J. Quinn and Joy D. Bennett • Ken and Gwyn Schlothan • Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc. • Malú Alvarez TCI Summer ’00 • James and April
Biller • James Jackson • Alex and Dina Litz* • Claudia Madding • Nina McKee* • Elizabeth Niemiec Canada Summer ’99, Mexico Spring ’03 • PAMS Foundation •
Edward Quinn • Dino Redzic* • Cliff W. Roberts III Kenya Summer ’94 • Hope Noyes Smith • Solon-Andreas Foundation • John and June Sullivan • Rahul Tripathi India
Summer ’92 • Turks and Caicos Reef Fund

African Wildlife Foundation • Booster U.S. • The Brennan Family* • Antonio Di Spigna* • Earth Share • Michael and Heather Goldberg TCI Summer ’93 • Leslie Granese
• Tracy Harbaugh Australia Spring ’04 • William Hewig and Anne Marie Hunter • Margaret J. Hillenbrand Kenya Fall ’87 • Ellen S. Lee* • John Lipe TCI Spring ’01 • Allen
Marcus* • Dana and Lia Matthow* • Hee-Jung and John Moon • Ben Pomeroy Costa Rica Spring ’99 • Marilyn and Robbie Reich* • Ben Still Kenya Fall ’04 • Peter Thelen
Kenya/Tanzania Spring ’10 • Mohammed and Bonnie Yousuf* • Martina L. Albright • Joel and Cindy Barnaby* • Ian Campbell Kenya Spring ’85 • Tiffany Chan Canada

Summer ’03 • Climate Ride • Meghan Cloud TCI Summer ’93 •
Lois Dale* • Anthony Di Spigna* • Gretchen Dietrich Alabama
Summer ’87 • David Giffen • Zachary and Leslie Goldstein* •
Whitney and Elizabeth Hatch • Aaron Martin Costa Rica Fall ’93
• John and Eloise Morehouse* • New York Printing Solutions*
• Christopher Orsine TCI Summer ’93 • Richard L. Saphir* •
Robert A. Scott and Carole Artigiani • Mark Seifert Costa Rica
Summer ’88 • Arlene and Bruce Simon • Lisa Weikert Australia
Spring ’04 • Mary West Australia Summer ’02 • 57th Street
Chiropractic PC* • Lynda Barnaby & David Leibowitz* • David
Borton • James and Susan Bricker • Todd Broseghini Costa
Rica Summer ’84 • Peter Brown • Shireen Brazier TCI Spring
’02 • Patrick Clark TCI Summer ’00 • Jane Clauson TCI Spring
’10 • Daniel Cohen • Ferdinand and Susanna Colloredo-
Mansfeld • Katina Coulianos • Ellie Crosby • Colin Cushman
Canada Fall ’97 • Michael P. Daley • Rosemary Day* • Marc
Desmond* • Michael and Michelle DeVaughn • Franca Di
Spigna* • Deede Dixon Australia Fall ’08 • Ken and Kathy
Doctor • Kelly A. Doyle Australia Fall ’87 • Robin Abernathy
Kenya Summer ’02 • Samantha (Cairns) Durakovic Washington
Summer ’93 • Susan and Nelson Eby • Christen M. Edwards*
• William V. Engel • Suzanne Fowle Kenya Fall ’88 • Megan
Frummer TCI Fall ’98 • Roy and Gayle Gardiner • Edward and
Laurie Garrick • Catherine (Dudnick) Georges Mexico Spring
’98 • Angela Getchell • Amanda Greenstein TCI Spring ’11 •
Douglass and Deborah Hall • Charles and Elizabeth

Hambrick-Stowe • Jeffrey A. Hoffman • Jeffrey and Faith Horlick • Lysiane Huber TCI Spring ’01 • David and Angela Hutzenbuhler • Stephen James • Anthony Johnson
Costa Rica Summer ’98 • Gail Johnson Colorado Summer ’87 • Arlene Kayatt* • Pratap and Elaine Khanwilkar • John Kiluk Costa Rica Summer ’95 • John Klein* • Kenneth
Klonsky* • Jennifer Kogan TCI Spring ’99 • Jennifer Laporte TCI Summer ’96 • Edward Mayo TCI Summer ’91 • Will McDaniel TCI Spring ’93 • Heidi McKee USA: VI Spring
’87 • Nicole Meadows Mexico Summer ’98 • Carol Migalski USA: Alaska Summer ’84 • Bonnie Millar Palau Spring ’95 • Jim Millinger • Gregg Mischenko* • Sandy Mohel*
• Lili Murad Alaska Summer ’87 • Horace and Betsy Nash • Eric Olson • Scott Pherson Costa Rica Summer ’98 • Kerry Philp Costa Rica Spring ’94 • Sandra Radoff and
Bruce Posner • Sarah Prior Kenya Summer ’89 • Molly Rideout Australia ’88 and Charles Hulse • Timothy and Elizabeth Ritter • Cassie Robbins Virgin Islands Summer
’87 • Beth and Peter Scholze TCI Spring ’97 • Gary and Anne Sebold* • Alan and Pamela Sorkin • Ms. Ashley Spencer TCI Fall ’94 • Rocky and Jane Tenaglia • Dr. Dellara
Terry Australia Fall ’90 • Jane deLima Thomas Kenya Fall ’94 • A. Christy Uchida Australia Spring ’92 • Eric Wassermann and Janell Schweickert • Benjamin Wiley TCI
Fall ’91 • Rolf Wulfsberg* • Mary Ackerman • Christopher Aho TCI Spring ’13 • Vin Ajwani* • Virginia Alasio* • AmazonSmile Foundation • Terry and Heidi Anderson
• Karen Andreas Costa Rica Spring ’94 • Terry L. Andreas • Anonymous (3) • Rosemary Armstrong and Morris "Sandy" Weinberg, Jr. • Jarrett Arthur Mexico Fall ’02 •
Alison Baird Costa Rica Fall ’92 • Aimee Baumiller Costa Rica Spring ’00 • Thomas and Dorothy Beck • James Benoit Colorado Summer ’91 • Sylvanna Boccadori Kenya
Fall ’88 • Meaghan Boice Green Australia Spring ’92 • Nikos Boutis Virgin Islands Fall ’88 • Elizabeth Brantley • Carl and Lisa Bretscher • Marta Brill • Nina Budapin*
• George R. Bunn, Jr. • Rhoda and Bruce Bush • Rita Cabral TCI Summer ’07 • Carrie Camp • Lora Catalano • Kwan Chang and Don Lee • Michael Chuang Mexico
Summer ’99 • Erin Coates-Connor Costa Rica Fall ’06 • Larry and Pamela Cockell • Yizette Colon • Emily Cook Palau Fall ’95 • Nancy Cresci* • Ellen Crow • Brecken
Cutler TCI Summer ’95 • Nicole Desjardin TCI Spring ’99 • Angelica Di Spigna* • Erica Downs Mexico Spring ’95 • Stephen Driker Australia Spring ’89 • Elise Fiala Costa
Rica Spring ’12 • Kristina G. Fisher Australia Fall ’00 • Nancy Fitzer Australia Spring ’91 • Emily Frank Panama Spring ’16 • Pamela Freeman Australia Fall ’92 • Abigail
Gall • Mary Gatlin Costa Rica Spring ’99 • Dave and Joanne Geiszler • Steven Hahn and Pranhitha Reddy • Peter Hardy • Jennie Mandeville Harrington TCI Fall ’99 •
Brian and Lucinda Hautaniemi • Phil Henjum and Susan Wilson • James A. Hogan Kenya/Tanzania Fall ’10 • Meredith DuBarry Huston Costa Rica Spring ’96 • Amy
Hutmacher Mexico Fall ’03 • Carrie Jenks Mexico Fall ’94 • Bob and Barb Kilker • Jiyeon Kim Kenya Spring ’10 • Susan King and Jack Sanderson • Marla Knight Dutille
Costa Rica Summer ’89 • Susan Krivoshik USA: North Carolina Summer ’88 • Allison Laine* • Robert Lape and Joanna Pruess* • Leah Lehrer TCI Spring ’10 • Hsuan
Liu TCI Summer ’96 • Tom Lovett TCI Spring ’98 • Sharyn Marks Kenya Spring ’86 • William and Melissa Martens • Shaun Martin • Ms. Kimbrough Mauney TCI Summer
’00 • Todd & Charlotte (Finley) Maynard TCI Summer ’91 • Christina McDermott TCI Fall ’07 • Henry and Edith McHenry • Nina C. McKee Alaska Summer ’84* • Amy
McLean* • Alfred and Marie McMonagle • Megan McSherry Kenya Spring ’05 • David Meyers • Kelsey Minigan TCI Fall ’12 • Russell Nord Kenya Fall ’97 • Katherine
O’Brien Australia Spring ’11 • Monica O’Brien Kenya Spring ’85 • Lisa Fitzgerald* • Jennifer Parker TCI Spring ’95 • Sheridan Pauker Australia Summer ’91 • Danielle
(Urban) Pedreira TCI Spring ’91 • Ethan Perry and Meredith Cornett Australia Fall ’89 • Bob and Paula Phenix • PNC Foundation • Claudia Polsky New York Summer ’83
and Italy Summer ’84 • Merle Potchinsky USA: Virgin Islands Summer ’84 • Carrie Pucko Kenya Fall ’03 • Judy (Musnikow) & Simi Rabinowitz Australia Fall ’99 • Christine
Reed Kenya Summer ’93 • Ellen Reid • Bruce and Arlene Revitz* • Jessica Rich Panama Spring ’16 • Jessica Richter TCI Spring ’12 • Lee Richter TCI Spring ’09 • Thomas
and Diane Ritland • Heather M. Ross TCI Spring ’97 • Steve and Ming Samalot • Wayne Sentman Kenya Fall ’87 • Jeffrey Shaman USA: Alaska Fall ’87 • Randi Shebitz*
• Jason Shultz TCI Fall ’94 • Carrie Sloan Australia Spring ’97 • Dan Sloboda Costa Rica Fall ’12 • Leslie and Sandi Smith • Alexander Sonneborn Canada Summer ’00 •
Nia Spongberg Canada Spring ’00 • Mr. Jacob Stark Kenya/Tanzania Fall ’13 • Jessica Stolz Kenya Summer ’98 • Greg and Joyce Studen • Susan Studer-King Costa Rica
Spring ’95 • Amy Sullivan Kenya Summer ’09 • Heather Tarpley Kenya Fall ’91 • Emily Taylor TCI Summer ’97 • Sherrie Trefry Australia Summer ’97 • Marilyn and Lance
Vinson • Jonathan Vlahos Kenya Spring ’96 • Dorothy Wallace-Senft Australia Spring ’92 • Bethany Waro • Amber West Costa Rica Spring ’03 • Jon White Kenya Spring
’98 • Amanda Williams Mexico Summer ’03 • Cynthia Wilson • Alexis Wright TCI Spring ’93 • Leigh Wynn TCI Summer ’95 • Douglas Zimmerman Kenya Summer ’91

Thank you! 

*Gifts made to honor SFS alumni Stephen F. Lee and Heather Jo Leibowitz and support their memorial scholarships.
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