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Dear Friends,

In December 2017, I had the opportunity 
to travel to our Center in the Kingdom 
of Bhutan– a country of snowcapped 
mountains, deep forests, and sacred 
temples, but also rapid growth and 
development.

The purpose of the trip was to sign a 
MOU with our partner institutions, Ugyen 
Wanchuk Center for Environmental 
Research and the Bhutan Ecological 
Society. After the ceremony, I enjoyed 
having dinner with the Minister of 
Bhutan’s Agriculture and Forestry 
departments, the World Wildlife Fund 
Country Representative, and Her 
Royal Highness Ashi Chimi Yangzom 
Wanchuk, Princess.

We discussed numerous environmental issues facing Bhutan – an explosion of 
new construction and its impact on biodiversity; the rural to urban migration that is 
reshaping the dynamics of small cities; food supply concerns with fewer children taking 
over the family farm; and climate change with its impact on  decreasing snowfall and 
glacial melt.

I learned more about how our research is being used to measure and address these 
issues, and how SFS can further support Bhutan’s ongoing research imperatives.  And 
while this story is from Bhutan, it could be from any of our centers. We are rooted in 
the communities where we live and work, and local partnerships drive our agenda and 
our success. 

Around the world, climate change is increasing the frequency of severe weather 
patterns of hurricanes, droughts, floods, and wildfires. Future generations of SFS 
students will need to support and care for communities in need, while working in close 
partnership with stakeholders to find long-term solutions for the planet.   

This past fall, South Caicos was devastated by Hurricanes Irma and Maria, necessitating 
the closure of our program there for two terms in order to repair the damage. We 
look forward to re-opening in June 2018 and continuing our work. Our long-term 
research on the marine ecosystem is shared with the TCI government to determine the 
effectiveness of protected marine areas and ensure the sustainability of fisheries. 

Sincerely,

James A. Cramer
President

OUR SCHOOL OF RECORD

The University of Minnesota has served as the SFS 
School of Record (SOR) since June 2014. The University 
of Minnesota works closely with SFS on program quality 
through representation on the SFS Partners Council 
and through program reviews every five years. As a 
U.S.-accredited institution, the University of Minnesota 
can also issue official transcripts to SFS students who 
need them.

With ongoing debate over climate 
change and ever shifting priorities 
within our government, we must 
invest in the environmental 
leaders of the future, as SFS 
prepares students to take on 
the urgent challenges of our day, 
through good science that is the 
foundation of evidence-based 
policies. 

For the most up-to-date information on SFS governance 
and staff, please visit our website.

WWW.FIELDSTUDIES.ORG
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FINANCES SEPTEMBER 1, 2016 - AUGUST 31, 2017

REVENUES

EXPENSES

Tuition and Fees

Gifts and Grants

Other Revenues

Environmental Programs

Program Support

Administration

Development

Other Expenses

$8,747,814

$1,024,312

$132,321

$5,615,798

$2,579,734

$1,215,190

$83,605

$19,198

0%

1%
13%

27%
59%

88%

1%
11%



study or go around it. We had to go straight into 
this mess. Overgrowth and difficulty do not stop for 
science. Science doesn’t let you give up or change 
direction when something doesn’t go according to 
plan. You have to continue through it in the way that 
you said you would go, and then report the messy 
things that got in your way. Our Earth is messy and 
unpredictable and logical all at once.  

What originally appeared to be an impossible task 
of moving through tightly packed bamboo stands, 
soon became traversable because we simply made it 
happen, and because we did it together. The final test 
came when Sarah had to throw the measuring tape 
all the way through the bamboo grove to Achim who 
was waiting on the other side. A wide ditch separated 
the two of them, and Achim was not even visible 
through the dense vegetation. But with his voice, 
Achim guided Sarah on which direction to throw, and 
(after a few attempts) we were finally successful at 
getting the tape across the ditch and continuing on 
the path of our plot’s perimeter. 

Looking back now, I see this moment as 
encompassing a few of the major lessons that I 
learned during my time with SFS. Not only did it show 
me that persevering through unexpected or difficult 
obstacles is crucial to life and to science, but also that 
community and teamwork are necessary in achieving 
this. It is easy to fall into the trap of thinking of 
science as a cold and logical entity, separate from 
the creativity and soulfulness of humanity. But I 
found that people are, in fact, at the heart of science. 
Science is dependent upon people, and thus it is 
inherently intertwined with humanity.

Along with the wealth of knowledge and practical 
skills I learned from our incredible professors, 
the most valuable part of SFS to me was the 
friendships and sense of community that I gained 
from the program. In our studies of sustainable 
development and agriculture in Costa Rica, I realized 
that so many environmental issues depend on 
compromise, and on working with the community 
to find something that benefits both their wellbeing 
and the prosperity of the Earth. This was particularly 
highlighted in the focus of my directed research 
project: agroforestry, which is a sustainable land 
use method that incorporates forest diversity into 
agriculture. Rather than heavily exploiting one corner 
of the earth for agriculture and preserving another, 
agroforestry allows people to cultivate and improve 
their livelihoods while simultaneously conserving 
biodiversity, thus benefiting both the people and 
the planet.

As well as being essential to large-scale 
environmental issues, I found community to be a vital 
ingredient in scientific problem solving at a smaller 
scale as well. Teamwork is crucial to environmental
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The sun blazed over our directed research group 
as we weaved our way through the rows of coffee 
plants, guided by the little red line on our handheld 
compass.  Sarah held the orange measuring tape 
high above her head as we walked the straight line 
through the farm, creating the perimeter of the plot 
for our research.  When the leaves got too thick and 
unsurpassable, Sarah handed off the measuring tape 
through the branches to Louisa, who continued until 
it got too dense again, at which point another team 
member was waiting.  We continued on like this, 
measuring out the 100 meters little by little, passing 
the measuring tape off to one another, naturally 
switching roles of who was leading and who was 
doing the various tasks in an easy sort of dance.

As we seamlessly weaved through the thicket of 
coffee branches, we found that there was something 
slightly more than a thicket straight ahead. A full-
grown forest, which included a dense collection 
of bamboo, towered over us, directly where the 
compass was telling us to go. We heard our professor 
Achim’s dismal “oh no” from a few coffee rows away. 
The plots we were measuring had to be in the exact 
same place as they had been eight years ago (the last 
time Achim had collected data on this farm) so that 
the study would be consistent. Achim spoke with the 
farmer, Leo, and learned that a large portion of the 
farm had been infected by the coffee rust fungus, so 
Leo had let this area become overgrown for the past 
few years. 

I was amazed by how easily and quickly life grew 
here. In only a few years of no pruning, a full-grown 
forest had sprung up. In Costa Rica, you could stick 
a branch into the ground and in a matter of weeks it 
would have begun to grow into a tree, with no care 
or tending whatsoever (I knew this because we had 
done it ourselves earlier in the semester). Life was 
abundant and bursting at the seams, and it was 
beautiful. It astounded and inspired me every day 
that I spent in Costa Rica. This is what was worth 
saving on our planet, this lush green life that was 
striving to be.

My daydreaming was interrupted by Achim telling 
us we would continue onwards, straight through the 
thickest part of what he had now begun to refer to 
as “The Jungle”. This jungle was directly where the 
compass was instructing us to go, and just because it 
wasn’t expected that this farm would include a forest, 
didn’t mean we were allowed to exclude it from our

studies. Although rooted in science, environmental 
problem solving depends upon cooperation and 
communication. It requires the creativity, teamwork, 
and empathy of humanity.

I saw this proved again and again throughout 
the course of the semester. I saw the value of 
community as I watched tiny elementary school 
students planting beans and flowers in raised beds 
for an outreach activity we conducted at a local 
school. They were bursting with excitement and 
using all of their strength to dig holes for the new 
plants, passing the shovel to a peer when they were 
too tired to continue, and then eagerly waiting for 
their turn to come around again.

I heard the resonance of community when we 
surveyed dozens of Ticos, asking them for their 
perspectives on environmental issues, and listening 
to what they believed should be done in their 
communities.

I felt the power of community when my peers and I 
were sprawled on the couches in the common room, 
exchanging ideas about environmental issues that 
we had come to live and breathe and think about 
in our own time. I was amazed by the patience 
and civility that every single one of my classmates 
maintained, even in difficult conversations of 
different opinions. My peers taught me that 
upholding this mindset of community, even when 
controversial discussions arise, is integral to dealing 
with environmental issues that face our planet in 
the future.

I will be forever grateful for my SFS experience. It 
gave me 17 lifelong friends, all beautiful, strong, 
intelligent people.  It taught me to value the 
importance of teamwork and communication 
in difficult matters, and to keep that with me 
in whatever hard task may be presented to me 
throughout my life. It reminded me to honor 
community at the forefront of all environmental 
issues. SFS taught me to trek straight through the 
thickest messiest parts of the jungle, and to know 
that there would be someone on the other side 
waiting to reach through and carry the measuring 
tape for a while when it got too hard.  

These are not things that can be taught simply, 
but instead must be learned through living and 
feeling it. SFS gave me this immersive learning 
experience, which inspired me and planted the seed 
of stewardship in my heart. I am hopeful that this 
feeling will only grow stronger throughout my life, 
and will allow me to do my part in having a positive 
impact on our world. I am indebted to SFS for this 
invaluable gift.

AUDREY SHEETZ
SFS Costa Rica Fall ‘17
University of Massachusetts Amherst

PEOPLE ARE, IN FACT, AT THE 
HEART OF SCIENCE. SCIENCE IS 

DEPENDENT UPON PEOPLE, AND 
THUS IT IS INHERENTLY INTER-

TWINED WITH HUMANITY.
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OUR SUPPORTERS SEPTEMBER 1, 2016 - AUGUST 31, 2017

Leadership Donors: Terry L. Andreas · Michael Mars Australia Fall ‘88 · W. James Tozer · Spencer and Tomoko Haber · Promotora Cabo Real · World Wildlife Fund · David 
and Debra Andreas · The Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation · Roy A.Hunt Foundation · Ken and Gwyn Schlothan · Jack Waggett · Rachel Foley · James Jackson · Toyota 
Motor Sales, USA, Inc. · Ugyen Wangchuck Institute for Conservation and Environmental Research · James and April Biller · John Lipe TCI Spring ‘01 · Nina McKee · Elizabeth 
Niemiec Canada Summer ‘99, Mexico Spring ‘03 · PAMS Foundation · Ben Pomeroy Costa Rica Spring ‘99 · Darren Aronofsky and Protozoa Pictures · Thomas J. Quinn and Joy 
D. Bennett · Hope Noyes Smith · Solon-Andreas Foundation · John and June Sullivan · Rahul Tripathi India Summer ‘92

Joel and Cindy Barnaby* · The Brennan Family* · Summer Chrisman Kenya Fall ‘06 · Anthony Di Spigna* · Andrea F. Feltner Maine Summer ‘86 · Michael and Heather 
Goldberg TCI Summer ‘93 · Leslie Granese · William Hewig and Anne Marie Hunter · Arlene Kayatt* · Jacquelyn Miller TCI Fall ‘05 · Marilyn and Robbie Reich* · Ben Still Kenya 
Fall ‘04 · TechGuru Consultants Inc.* · Martina L. Albright · Ian Campbell Kenya Spring ‘85 · Franca Di Spigna* · Gretchen Dietrich Alabama Summer ‘87 · The Dispigna Family*   
· Earth Share · Google Inc. · Benjamin Greenstein* · Jeffrey Greenstein* · Whitney and Elizabeth Hatch · Kenneth Klonsky* · Ellen S. Lee* · Joseph and Kristan Madison ·
Allen Marcus* · Shaun Martin · Dana and Lia Matthow* · John and Eloise Morehouse* · Neustar · Eric Olson · Dino Redzic* · Mark Seifert Costa Rica Summer ‘88 · Peter 
Thelen Kenya/Tanzania Spring ‘10 · Mary West Australia Summer ‘02 · Nicolas Williams and Bonnie Fisher · Mohammed and Bonnie Yousuf* · Erica Anderson Kenya Fall ‘87 
· Anonymous · Rosemary Armstrong and Morris Weinberg, Jr. · Susan Avery* · Joseph Barnaby* · Whitney Blake TCI Summer ‘03 · Peter Brown · D. E. Bungert and Michele 
Piri-Bungert* · Carrie Camp · Shireen Brazier TCI Spring ‘02 · Angela Chabot Australia Fall ‘94 · Tiffany Chan Canada Summer ‘03 · Jane Clauson TCI Spring ‘10 · Meghan Cloud 
TCI Summer ‘93 · Elizabeth Concra Kenya Summer ‘04 · Ellie Crosby · Colin Cushman Canada Fall ‘97 · Rosemary Day* · Marc Desmond* · Angelica Di Spigna* · Ardath Dixon 
Australia Fall ‘08 · Kathy and Ken Doctor · Kelly A. Doyle Australia Fall ‘87 · Robin Abernathy Kenya Summer ‘02 · Samantha Cairns Durakovic Washington Summer ‘93 · Mariah 
Fickbohm Kenya Summer ‘00 · Samantha Garrick Bhutan Summer ‘15 · Beth Girolamo Australia Fall ‘87 · Michael and Candi Goelz · Tracy Harbaugh Australia Spring ‘04 · Carl 
and Beverly Hertler · Jeffrey and Faith Horlick · Cheryl Hutchins* · Juli Hutchins* · Gail Johnson Colorado Summer ‘87 · Scott Johnson Kenya Summer ‘89 · John Kiluk Costa 
Rica Summer ‘95 · William and Susan Klein · Robert Klett Kenya ‘98 · Jeffrey Klipstein* · Stephen Krucher* · Jessica Kuchan TCI Summer ‘00 · Sean Macy Australia Spring ‘93 
· Edward Mayo TCI Summer ‘91 · Peggy and John McDevit · Bonnie Millar Palau Spring ‘95 · Mitchell Martin Inc.* · Lili Murad Alaska Summer ‘87 · Horace and Betsy Nash 
· New York Printing Solutions* · Russell Nord Kenya Fall ‘97 · Christopher Orsine TCI Summer ‘93 · Sonal Pandya Dalal Australia Summer ‘92 · Matthew Bloch and Marilyn 
Pasierb · Scott Pherson Costa Rica Summer ‘98 · Stephen E. Pilkenton Kenya Summer ‘88 · Sandra Radoff and Bruce Posner · Sarah Prior Kenya Summer ‘89 · Brian Rafferty* 
· John Richardson Costa Rica Fall ‘99 & Carolina Perez-Heydrich Kenya Fall ‘01 · Molly Rideout Australia Spring ‘88* · Cassie Robbins Virgin Islands Summer ‘87 · Richard L. 
Saphir* · Melissa Schlothan Australia Spring ‘06 · Wayne Sentman Kenya Fall ‘87 · Daniel M. Silvershein* · Alan and Pamela Sorkin · Pat Spillman Iceland Summer ‘81 · Marie 
Starsinic · Kristin Steinmetz New York Summer ‘87 · Dellara Terry Australia Fall ‘90 · Jane deLima Thomas Kenya Fall ‘94 · A. Christy Uchida Australia Spring ‘92 · Benjamin 
Wiley TCI Fall ‘91 · Alexis Wright TCI Spring ‘93 · Michael and Carole Ziegler · Vin Ajwani* · Virginia Alasio* · AmazonSmile Foundation · Heidi Anderson Australia Fall ‘01 · 
Karen Andreas Costa Rica Spring ‘94 · Anonymous · Christopher Aultman TCI Summer ‘94 · Scott Babcock Australia Summer ‘92 · Amy Sullivan Barkhouse Kenya Summer ‘09 · 
Ronald Barnaby* · Jeanne Bechard* · James Benoit Colorado Summer ‘91 · Susan Board Canada Summer ‘98 · Nikos Boutis Virgin Islands Fall ‘88 · Marta Brill · George R. Bunn, 
Jr. · Cornelia Carpenter Kenya Fall ‘09 · Jackie Cashin* · Lora Catalano · Michael Chuang Mexico Summer ‘99 · Citiview Publications · Yizette Colon · Mariel J. Combs TCI Fall ‘94 
· Lauren Penkala* · Leslie Cook Kenya Summer ‘02 · Ben Copp Kenya Fall ‘08 · Peter Coppolillo Kenya Fall ‘91 · Fred Cormier · Ellen Crow · Curtis Daehler Costa Rica Summer 
‘89 · Elizabeth Schwartz DeLorenze Costa Rica Spring ‘01 · Barbara Desroches Kenya Summer ‘02 · Noel Dougherty TCI Spring ‘92 · Herbert Duber Australia Fall ‘97 · Elisabeth 
Duffy TCI Fall ‘95 · Sophia Eitel Virgin Islands Summer ‘83 · Kristina G. Fisher Australia Fall ‘00 · Devin Foxall · Pamela Freeman Australia Fall ‘92 · Megan Frummer TCI Fall ‘98 · 
Abigail Gall · Edward and Laurie Garrick · Gwendolen Gross Australia Spring ‘88 · Charles and Elizabeth Hambrick-Stowe · Jennie Mandeville Harrington TCI Fall ‘99 · Meredith 
DuBarry Huston Costa Rica Spring ‘96 · Kemp Jaycox Australia Spring ‘94 · Anthony Johnson Costa Rica Summer ‘98 · Susan King and Jack Sanderson · Jean Marie Kliphuis* 
· Emily Klotz Kenya/Tanzania Spring ‘12 · Marla Knight Dutille Costa Rica Summer ‘89 · Susan Krivoshik North Carolina Summer ‘88 · Rachel Landman Kenya/Tanzania Fall ‘13 
· Robert Lape and Joanna Pruess* · Gerald and Sheryl Lewinter* · Ryan Liddell Kenya Summer ‘97 · Philip Mangis · Kerry Martin Kenya Spring ‘94 · Todd & Charlotte (Finley) 
Maynard TCI Summer ‘91 · Melanie McLean Kenya Spring ‘96 · Megan McSherry Kenya Spring ‘05 · Faith Model Kenya Summer ‘96 · Brian Moynihan Australia Spring ‘96 · Kate 
Harrison Kenya Fall ‘00 · Francesca Pardini Tanzania Summer ‘15 · Patagonia, Inc. · Merle Potchinsky Virgin Islands Summer ‘84 · Andres Quesada Costa Rica Summer ‘10 · 
Donald and Kathleen Radcliffe* · Michael Reems Mexico Spring ‘93 · Bruce and Arlene Revitz* · Philippa Richards Nepal Summer ‘88 · Lee Richter TCI Spring ‘09 · Thomas 
and Diane Ritland · Deborah Morris Roe Kenya Spring ‘89 · Doug Rose Costa Rica ‘92; Barbados ‘91 · Heather M. Ross TCI Spring ‘97 · Erica Sandberg Mexico Spring ‘03 · Abby 
Sheppard Kenya Summer ‘04 · Jason Shultz TCI Fall ‘94 · Alexander Sonneborn Canada Summer ‘00 · Nia Spongberg Canada Spring ‘00 · Greg and Joyce Studen · Heather 
Tarpley Kenya Fall ‘91 · Amy Trexler Kenya Spring ‘06 · Raymond Trott Bhutan Summer ‘15 · Max Ungar Costa Rica Spring ‘15 · Jonathan Vlahos Kenya Spring ‘96 · Dorothy 
Wallace-Senft Australia Spring ‘92 · Jennifer Wheeler Kenya Summer ‘89 · Jon White Kenya Spring ‘98 · Leigh Wynn TCI Summer ‘95 · Kevin Yazell* · Douglas Zimmerman Kenya 
Summer ‘91 · Ethan Zohn TCI Spring ‘95	

*Gifts made to honor SFS alumni Stephen F. Lee and Heather Jo Leibowitz and support their memorial scholarships

THANK YOU!
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