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INTRO:
Good afternoon and praise the Lord. My name is Brian and I serve here at the student’s church in Nairobi Chapel Ngong Hills.
This Month of May we are starting off with a new series. If you were here in March & April, we learnt first about Faith and Action then in May we learnt about Backsliding. 
Backsliding was the Bad News. So what is the good news? This was not a coincidence but a plan for all to see the wonderful grace bestowed to us. Before you can find out who you are, you have to find out about the revelation of who God is.  Today I’m sharing a story that I have never shared before except to my wife. Santos will be joining us Next Sunday in continuation for this series.
My salvation story
· I started off in the Methodist Church where I was baptized and then later transitioned to CITAM Ngong. I had a friend known as Mbugua, slightly older than me. He was a teenager and I was slightly younger. One day I visited him and my life would change, I found him watching porn from a laptop he had borrowed from his elder brother. So he encouraged me and we sat there watching. I never knew this would be the greatest struggle in my life. Along the way I also had friends who would watch graphic stuff and it began to build something in me like a stronghold. It was hard to let go. I chose to give in and said it was part of me. 
· I got born again in CITAM through the heaven’s Gate and Hells Flame drama and thought that this was now a turning point. But the urge kept getting stronger. It was like what Paul said 
Romans 7:14-20 We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 18 For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature.[c] For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.
· I desired freedom from these things. Because I knew that there was freedom in Christ. 
· I tried to do it by myself. Get my own freedom. Forgetting that I have sin in me.
It’s a very tough place to be in. I was in bondage. And some of you are like that. We want freedom. I could not work it away and slowly I began praying it away. And the Lord had mercy on me. Some of the things that hold us captive are not our own doing but the doing of others. Our Friends, company, Family. So, should we just stay there and give up and give in? Even if it’s our own doing?
I thought God was dealing with me based on performance. You have to recognize that God loves you because He is Love not because you are lovely. And if you tie God’s goodness to your performance you will never understand who God is. You will tell yourself I’m not perfect and God can never use me. Your own failures will limit you in thinking how can God use someone like me, in fact God has never had anyone qualified working for Him and you won’t be the first one. You need to find out who God is. You will never find your life on your own. Jeremiah 10:23  "I know, LORD, that our lives are not our own. We are not able to plan our own course"
· The more we find who God is the more we find who we are not. There are very very very few people who know who they are not. You are your own Problem. You can not only think that you are perfect and have your life figured out but also think that you are a mess and that hinders God from working in you. Your own conscious condemns you. I love David because he understood who he was in God.
DAVID: 1 Sam 16: When Samuel came to anoint him, His father did not even present him as King and did not honor him as king. And some of us are like that, our parents/teachers/friends don’t honor us as something important.  Even his older brother when he went to fight Goliath, Eliab says “Who did you leave those sheep with’’ 
Yet David did not Justify Himself to his older brother.
I Samuel 17:26  26 Then David said to the men who were standing by him, “What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and rids Israel of the disgrace? For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he has dared to defy the armies of the living God?” 27 The people [q]answered him in agreement with this statement, saying, “This is what will be done for the man who kills him.”
28 Now Eliab his oldest brother heard him when he spoke to the men; and Eliab’s anger burned against David and he said, “Why is it that you have come down? And with whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I myself know your insolence and the wickedness of your heart; for you have come down in order to see the battle.” 29 But David said, “What have I done now? Was it not just a [r]question?” 30 Then he turned [s]away from him to another and said the same thing; and the people replied with the same words as [t]before.
· It is later that he is called by the King after asking these questions and if he tried to justify himself he would not have the opportunity to fight Goliath.

So what is Salvation.
1. Salvation is Freedom.
Galatians 5:1: It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm and do not let yourselves be burdened by the yokes of Slavery.
A man, that I read his book said that he was on a 7 day’s journey with a cruise ship and he carried some snacks. When time for Lunch came he went to a secluded place to have his packed cold lunch of water and chips while the others were in the hotel having warm and good food which was already paid for by the company. On the last day a cabin crew found him doing the same at the secluded place and asked him what he was doing. The man said, “I don’t have the money to pay for that food” just for the driver to say that the food had already been paid for by the company they had travelled with. Some of us are like that man. We don’t know that freedom has already been paid for by Christ. We are born again and still in the same Yokes.
EXPLAIN YOKES.
Salvation gives us freedom.
· We cannot just be casual and live in bondage. Some of us sing songs when we are still in bondage.
· I love the response of the Israelites when they were in Babylon and their tormentors were telling them, “Sing to us the songs that you sang in Zion” 
They said 
· Psalm 137: English Standard Version
How Shall We Sing the LORD's Song?
137 By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down and wept, when we remembered Zion. 2 On the willows[a] there we hung up our lyres. 3 For there our captors required of us songs, and our tormentors, mirth, saying,     “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 4 How shall we sing the LORD's song in a foreign land?
Some of us have to resolve that we cannot sing the songs of the Lord when we are still in captivity.

2- Salvation is through Faith and faith comes by hearing.
If you don’t share the gospel, then you need to reconsider whether you are really saved.
2nd Kings 7: Explains that there was a great famine and the prophet of the Lord Elisha prophesied the next day there would be plenty. Many could not believe and there also was a guard who said that it would never happen.
The next day 4 People with Leprosy who sat at the gate hungry said, we have to get out of here. Lets go find food for if we stay we die and if we live here we die. They reached a camp where people had fled because the Lord had scared them
Verse 8:   8 The men who had leprosy reached the edge of the camp, entered one of the tents and ate and drank. Then they took silver, gold and clothes, and went off and hid them. They returned and entered another tent and took some things from it and hid them also.
9 Then they said to each other, “What we’re doing is not right. This is a day of good news and we are keeping it to ourselves. If we wait until daylight, punishment will overtake us. Let’s go at once and report this to the royal palace.”
10 So they went and called out to the city gatekeepers and told them, “We went into the Aramean camp and no one was there—not a sound of anyone—only tethered horses and donkeys, and the tents left just as they were.” 11 The gatekeepers shouted the news, and it was reported within the palace.
Some of you have heard the good news and have never shared. People are dying of hunger for the truth while we keep it to ourselves. 
The Gospel has to be shared for people to believe. Some of your friends want to commit suicide, some are fornicating, some are in bondage with drugs and we are here complaining yet we have freedom and God’s word is in us.
Romans 10:14-17 New International Version
14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”[a] 16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?”[b] 17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ.

3- Salvation is community
The final one. If we don’t stay in a community that loves Christ, our fire will burn out. In my devotion for April as I was researching, I found out that there is a minister for Loneliness in the UK. Stephanie Peacok.
In a big world, we still have people who are lonely
What about church?  I thought that the bigger the congregation, the better. But it turns out there is a large number of people who are not yet rooted in this community and are still lonely, even within a seemingly large community like Nairobi Chapel Ngong Hills. Last week, we lost a teenager in one of our sister churches to suicide. She was very lonely, yet she was connected. But guess what, there is Good News.
A good community brings belonging. It is where people feel wanted and accepted. Not only that, we also experience spiritual growth. I have never met a fully devoted disciple in isolation. Of course, we have our personal devotions like Bible study and prayer, but for healthy growth, we need people who energize us and challenge us, those who are wiser than us.
When we ask you to come and serve on Saturdays, what is your response? When you come to church and don’t find a neighbor, do you take your phone and distract yourself and doom scroll?
Salvation without a community will wear you down. 
The Fellowship of the Believers
Acts 2:42-47 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Conclusion: 
Salvation is from the Lord. And is a gift.
What is your resolve today?  
Are you in Bondage? There is a savior
Do you struggle with many things? Come to Him and he will give you rest. Matt 11:28 Some of the burdens are not put on you by yourself but by others.
Lastly, lets fellowship together. Invite me to your homes. Invite each other to your homes. Let’s fellowship together. Tell me your secrets and shortfalls and let’s pray together.
God bless you all.
THE END.

Key Sins and Errors Job Committed:
· Self-Righteousness/Pride: Job maintained his innocence to the point of justifying himself rather than acknowledging God's righteousness, a point Elihu emphasizes as pride.
· Questioning God's Justice: Due to his intense suffering, Job began to doubt God’s fairness, accusing Him of being harsh or not "playing by the rules"
.
· Arrogant Words: Job stated that he was "clean, without transgression" and that God was treating him as an enemy.
· Despair and Impatience: He lamented his own birth (Job 3), which showed a lapse in his initial absolute trust, although he did not ultimately curse God. 
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