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Thank you for Hosting Robert Hall





What does GMP and gsa stand for?
Groundwater Management Plan

&

Groundwater Sustainability Agency





What is a GSA?
The Groundwater Sustainability Agency is 
one or more local agencies that implement 
the provisions of the Paso Robles subbasin 
plan . Or taking action to enforce a 
groundwater sustainability plan and its 
fees.



Water Districts vs GSA 
A GSA is created within a water 
district to create a GSP 

A GSP is a Groundwater Sustainability 
Plan.



I'm in an all day Zoom on the current Planting/Irrigation Ordinance. It's eventual reading to BOS on December 6th (and likely defeat) 
has the potential to greatly change current irrigation and planning rules. Further, the GSA is expecting a response from Dept of Water 
Resources about our Groundwater Sustainability Plan's sufficiency by the end of the year. Hopefully it is a positive response and our 
GSA can start implementing plans that Growers need to know about (MILR is a proposed program to fallow land while retaining water 
credits). However....if we are again told we are not planning correctly, then DWR may start a State-takeover of PBLUMA and enforce 
their own version of pumping and irrigation restrictions.



Order of the Order
DWR - the state

GSA - the agency/area

GSP - the plan

BOS - Board of Supervisors 

  → Create the plan, representing the 
agency, to the state.



What is PBLUMA?
Paso Basin Land Use 
Management Area 

Planting Ordinances 
created within by 
BOS (Board of 
Supervisors)



What is MILR?
Multi-Benefit 
Irrigated Land 
Repurposing

…is a proposed 
program to 
fallow land 
while retaining 
water credits







More info 
Great PDF of the minutes from a 
Paso Basin Cooperative meeting… 

Scan here → 

MILR

Sustainability Plan 

And more.



Purpose of a GSP 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) — 
A management plan developed by the GSAs 
to provide a framework in managing the 
groundwater basin sustainably and to 
meet the requirements of the SGMA.



The “Paso Robles Area Subbasin” of the 
Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin 
locally referred to as the 

“Paso Robles Groundwater Basin”



Where is the PR Sub-Basin?

The subbasin is bounded by the Santa 
Lucia Range on the west, the La Panza 
Range on the South, and the Temblor and 
Diablo Ranges on the east. 

The basin overlies approximately 
436,000 acres (681 square miles).



San Luis Obispo County Water Resources Mailing List

Scan to get on the

Email list….



Planting/Irrigation Ordinance 





REservoir Capacity %

Primary reservoirs in 
California and % full. 

Could we use more 
infrastructure?







What is DWR?
Department of 
Water 
Resources



What is an Ac-FT ?
325,800 gallons 

One foot/12 inches of water on 
an acre of land.



5AFY 
The most acronym for: 

5 ac-ft per year 



Ac-ft use per Crop



Jobs to ac-ft Use



Latest 
precipitation 
data from 7/1 
to now. 

Above average 
rain year!



Historical Rainfall - Paso Robles



Where does the Paso Robles residential Water come from?



What is a basin?
A basin is an aquifer or aquifer system whose boundaries are 
defined by surface-water divides, and topographical 
barriers. It can also be a structural basin in which the 
aquifers are isolated from adjacent aquifers.   



Water Use for Vineyards
A vineyard in Paso Robles AVA can use between .5 Ac-ft with 
natural rainfall on the westside to 1.25 Ac-ft or more 
depending on the need for overhead frost sprinkler 
applications.



Westside Water… 
The westside have not included yet into the GSA by the state 
as of now. They have too limited information on the basin in 
that area.



Shandon/SAn Juan District
Resources: 

ssjd.org/gsa-formation.com 

Board of Directors and contact information: 

Willy Cunha - willy.ssjwd@gmail.com

VP:Steve Sinton - ssinton@ssjwd.org



Estrella/El Pomar/Creston District
Resources: 

Epcwd.org 

Contact Information
President: Dana Merrill  dm@epcwd.org 
VP: Hilary Graves hg@epcwd.org



San Miguel



What is AMWC
Atascadero Mutual Water Company - 
District



What is the Basin plan?
It is the Water quality control plan for the central coast 
basin…



What are bps and bmps?
Best Water Use Practices

&

Best Management Practices



What does casgem, ccrwqcb and cimis stand for?
California Statewide Groundwater Elevation 
Monitoring

&

Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board

&

California Irrigation Management Information System



What does cwwcp, DMS and ET stand for?
Countywide Water Conservation Program

&

Paso Robles Subbasin Data Management System

&

 Evapotranspiration



What does gsp stand for, and what does that mean?
A Groundwater Sustainability Program is 
a coordinated and ongoing activity 
undertaken to benefit a basin, to be 
carried out by a Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency.



What does ilrp, irwmp and lid stand for?
Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program

&

Integrated Regional Water Management 
Program

&

Low Impact Development



What does Los, MT and NDMC stand for?
Level Of Severity

&

Minimum Thresholds

&

National Drought Mitigation Center



What does nhd, nwis and pwis stand for?
National Hydrology Dataset

&

National Water Information System

&

CA Water Boards Public Water Information System



What does rw, sb and spi stand for?
Recycled Water

&

Senate Bill

&

Standardized Precipitation Index



What does slofcwcd stand for?
San Luis Obispo County Flood Control 
and Water Conservation District



What does subbasin mean?
This is the Paso Robles Area Subbasin 
of the Salinas Valley Groundwater 
Basin.



What is an adjudication action? 
This is an action filed in the superior or 
federal district court to determine the 
rights to extract groundwater from a basin or 
store water within a basin, including, but 
not limited to, actions to quiet title 
respecting rights to extract or store 
groundwater or an action brought to impose a 
physical solution on a basin.



What is groundwater?
This is the groundwater beneath the 
surface of the earth within the zone 
below the water table in which the soil 
is completely saturated with water, but 
does not include water that flows in 
known and definite channels.



Purpose: 

To collect 
information about 
the location and 
details about our 
basin



Paso Basin aerial groundwater mapping footage



Basin Quality map signatures



Basin water quality



Average california household water use


