
Trial Balance

Trial Balance is a statement showing the balance or total of debits and credits of all the accounts in the ledger. It is
prepared to verify the arithmetical accuracy of posting into the ledger accounts.

Key Definitions / Features

It is prepared on a specific date.
It is a statement, not an account.
It verifies the arithmetical accuracy of ledger postings.
Includes balances of all ledger accounts.

Illustrative Example

After posting all transactions in ledger accounts, balances are extracted and listed in the trial balance to check if
total debits equal total credits.

Practice Set

Level 1: Define trial balance and state its purpose.
Level 2: Prepare a trial balance from given ledger balances.
Level 3: Identify errors if trial balance does not tally and suggest rectification.

Answer Key

Trial balance is a statement showing debit and credit balances of ledger accounts to verify arithmetical accuracy. It
helps in locating errors and preparing final accounts.

Quick Reference

Trial Balance = List of ledger balances
Purpose: Verify accuracy, locate errors, prepare final accounts

Glossary

Ledger: Book containing individual accounts.
Debit: Left side of an account.
Credit: Right side of an account.

Objectives of Trial Balance

The main objectives of preparing the trial balance are:

To ascertain the arithmetical accuracy of the amounts recorded and posted in the books of accounts.
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To help in locating errors.
To assist in the preparation of the final accounts.

Practice Set

Level 1: List the objectives of trial balance.
Level 2: Explain how trial balance helps in locating errors.
Level 3: Discuss the importance of trial balance in preparing final accounts.

Answer Key

Trial balance ensures arithmetic accuracy, helps detect errors, and provides a basis for preparing final accounts.

Limitations of a Trial Balance

Though agreement of a trial balance ensures arithmetical accuracy, some errors may remain undetected. Examples
include:

Transactions not recorded at all.
Wrong amount written on both debit and credit sides.
Entry made in the wrong account.
Complete omission of posting a transaction.
Posting a complete entry more than once.

Practice Set

Level 1: State two limitations of trial balance.
Level 2: Explain why trial balance may still agree despite errors.
Level 3: Identify errors that trial balance cannot detect with examples.

Answer Key

Trial balance cannot detect errors of omission, errors of principle, or compensating errors where errors offset each
other.

Preparation of Trial Balance

Balance Method: This method uses three columns: account head, debit balance, and credit balance. Each ledger is
balanced and the balance is carried forward to the trial balance. It is commonly used and aids in preparing financial
statements.

Other Methods

Totals Method: Shows total debit and credit amounts of ledger accounts.
Totals-cum-Balance Method: Uses four columns showing debit and credit totals and balances.

Practice Set

Level 1: Describe the balance method of preparing trial balance.
Level 2: Prepare a trial balance using the balance method from given ledger balances.
Level 3: Compare the balance method with totals method.

Answer Key

The balance method lists ledger account balances in debit and credit columns. It is preferred for accuracy and ease
in preparing financial statements.

Various Types of Errors

Errors in accounting are classified as follows:

Errors of Omission: Transactions omitted entirely or partly from books.
Errors of Commission: Wrong recording, totaling, casting, or posting.
Errors of Principle: Wrong classification of capital and revenue items.



Compensating Errors: Two or more errors that offset each other.

Practice Set

Level 1: Define errors of omission and commission.
Level 2: Give examples of errors of principle.
Level 3: Explain compensating errors with an example.

Answer Key

Errors of omission occur when transactions are not recorded. Errors of commission involve wrong entries. Errors of
principle relate to misclassification. Compensating errors cancel each other's effect.

Rectification of Errors

Errors affecting only one account can be rectified by an explanatory note or journal entry. Errors affecting two or
more accounts require passing a journal entry for correction.

Practice Set

Level 1: How are errors affecting one account rectified?
Level 2: Explain rectification of errors affecting multiple accounts.
Level 3: Pass journal entries to rectify given errors.

Answer Key

Single account errors are corrected by notes or journal entries; multiple account errors require journal entries
debiting and crediting appropriate accounts.

Suspense Account

Suspense account is used to temporarily record the difference in trial balance until errors are located and rectified. It
facilitates preparation of financial statements even if trial balance does not tally.

Disposal of Suspense Account

Once all errors are found and corrected, the suspense account is cleared and closed.



Practice Set

Level 1: What is a suspense account?
Level 2: Explain the purpose of suspense account in trial balance.
Level 3: Describe the process of disposing suspense account.

Answer Key

Suspense account holds trial balance differences temporarily. It is cleared after rectification of errors by passing
necessary journal entries.

Key Words

Trial Balance: Statement showing debit and credit balances of ledger accounts.
Totals Method: Shows total debit and credit amounts of ledger accounts.
Totals-cum-Balance Method: Shows debit and credit totals and balances in four columns.


