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Journey to the End of the Earth Summary

"Journey to the End of the Earth” is a prose piece by Tishani Doshi that describes her
expedition to Antarctica aboard the Russian research vessel Akademik Shokalskiy. The
journey began in Chennai, India, and involved crossing nine time zones, six checkpoints,
three oceans, and three ecospheres, taking over 100 hours. Antarctica, the coldest, driest,
and windiest continent, was once part of the supercontinent Gondwana about 650 million
years ago. Geological shifts caused Gondwana to break apart, isolating Antarctica and
making it a unique place for scientific study.

The author reflects on the vastness and isolation of Antarctica, noting its unspoiled
environment and simple ecosystem. Despite being unpopulated, Antarctica is affected by
human activities such as global warming, which threatens its delicate ecological balance.
The ice cores of Antarctica hold carbon records dating back half a million years, providing
valuable data about Earth's past climate.

The "Students on Ice” program, led by Canadian Geoff Green, takes high school students to
Antarctica to educate them about environmental issues and global warming. These
students, as future policymakers, witness firsthand the effects of climate change, such as
retreating glaciers and collapsing ice shelves, inspiring them to act responsibly towards
the planet.

Key Elements



e Theme: The impact of human activity on nature, especially global warming and its
effects on Antarctica.

o Title Significance: The journey to the extreme south of Earth symbolizes both a
physical and metaphorical journey towards understanding the planet’s
environmental crisis.

e Message: Human beings, though recent in Earth's history, have caused significant
ecological damage, emphasizing the urgent need for environmental awareness and
action.

Textual Evidence

The author describes Antarctica as "spellbound by its vastness, isolation, and
uninterrupted horizon,” highlighting its pristine nature. She notes that "humans, who have
existed a mere 12,000 years, have caused tremendous damage and played havoc with
nature,” underscoring the contrast between human history and Earth's geological timeline.

Practice Set

e Where did the author start her journey to Antarctica?
e What is the significance of the ice cores in Antarctica?

¢ Explain the impact of global warming on Antarctica’s ecosystem.
e Describe the purpose of the "Students on Ice” program.

e Analyze the metaphorical meaning of the title "Journey to the End of the Earth.” How
does it relate to the environmental message of the text?



¢ Discuss how Antarctica’s geological history helps us understand Earth’'s past and
future.

Answer Key

e Level I: The author started her journey from Chennai, India. The ice cores in Antarctica
hold half-a-million-year-old carbon records, which help scientists study Earth’'s past
climate.

¢ Level 2: Global warming causes the rise in temperature, leading to climatic changes
that affect Antarctica’'s simple ecosystem. For example, depletion of the ozone layer
can harm phytoplankton, which sustains the food chain and regulates the global
carbon cycle.

e Level 3: The title signifies both the physical journey to the southernmost part of Earth
and a warning about the planet’'s environmental crisis, suggesting that Earth itself is
on a journey towards its end due to human-induced damage. Antarctica’'s
geological history, including its past as part of Gondwana, helps us understand
evolutionary processes and the impact of environmental changes over millions of
years.

Quick Reference

¢ Antarctica: Coldest, driest, windiest continent; once part of Gondwana.

e Gondwana: Ancient supercontinent existing 650 million years ago.

¢ Global Warming: Rise in Earth’'s temperature due to human activities.

¢ Phytoplankton: Microscopic plants vital for the food chain and carbon cycle.

e Students on Ice: Educational program to raise awareness about environmental
issues.

Glossary

e Endeavour: To attempt something with effort.

¢ Spellbound: Completely captivated or fascinated.

¢ Unspoiled: Not changed or damaged; pristine.

¢ Photosynthesis: Process by which plants use sunlight to produce energy.
e Depletion: Reduction or loss of something.






