
The Last Lesson Summary

"The Last Lesson" is set during the Franco-Prussian War (1870-71), when France was
defeated and the French districts of Alsace and Lorraine were annexed by Prussia. The
story highlights the impact of this political change on the local people, especially in
schools where the French language was banned and replaced by German. It portrays the
emotional pain and loss experienced by the people as they are deprived of their mother
tongue and cultural identity.

The story follows Franz, a student who arrives late to school on the day of the last French
lesson. He finds the school unusually quiet and serious, with the teacher M. Hamel dressed
in his best clothes, signaling the importance of the day. M. Hamel informs the class that
from the next day, only German will be taught, and this will be their final French lesson. He
passionately praises the French language as beautiful and logical, urging the students to
hold on to it as a symbol of their freedom and identity.

The lesson is conducted with great sincerity and concentration, and M. Hamel imparts all
his knowledge to the students. The story ends with M. Hamel writing "Vive La France" on the
blackboard, expressing his love for his country and language before dismissing the class.
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Theme: Patriotism, love for mother tongue, freedom of language, and resistance
against oppression.
Setting: A village school in Alsace during the Franco-Prussian War.
Characters: Franz (the student), M. Hamel (the teacher), villagers attending the last
lesson.
Symbolism: The last French lesson symbolizes the loss of cultural identity and
sovereignty.

Textual Evidence

M. Hamel says, "French is our language, the language of our country, and the language of
our fathers." This highlights the importance of language as a part of national identity.

At the end, M. Hamel writes "Vive La France" on the blackboard, symbolizing hope and
patriotism despite the loss.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Who is the main character in "The Last Lesson"?
What announcement does M. Hamel make to the class?

Level 2 – Moderate

Explain why M. Hamel was dressed in his best clothes on the day of the last lesson.
What does the phrase "Vive La France" signify in the story?

Level 3 – Challenging

Discuss the theme of patriotism as portrayed in "The Last Lesson".



Analyze the impact of losing one's mother tongue on the people of Alsace as
depicted in the story.

Answer Key

Level 1: Franz is the main character; M. Hamel announces that French will no longer be
taught and German will replace it.
Level 2: M. Hamel wore his best clothes to mark the significance of the last French
lesson; "Vive La France" expresses hope and love for France despite the occupation.
Level 3: The story shows patriotism through the characters' love for their language
and country, emphasizing that language is key to freedom; losing their mother
tongue symbolizes loss of identity and cultural oppression.

Quick Reference

Franco-Prussian War led to annexation of Alsace and Lorraine.
French language banned in schools; replaced by German.
M. Hamel teaches last French lesson with dedication.
Language as symbol of national identity and freedom.

Glossary

Franco-Prussian War: A war between France and Prussia (1870-71) resulting in French
defeat.
Annexed: To take control of a territory.
Patriotism: Love and devotion to one's country.
Mother tongue: The first language learned at home.
Chauvinism: Excessive or prejudiced loyalty or support for one's own cause or group.

Character Sketch of M. Hamel

M. Hamel is the dedicated and patriotic school teacher in "The Last Lesson." He has taught
French in the village school for forty years and is deeply committed to his work and his



language. On the day of the last French lesson, he appears solemn and dignified, wearing
his best clothes to mark the occasion. Despite the sadness of the situation, he teaches
with sincerity and passion, emphasizing the importance of the French language as a
symbol of freedom and identity.

M. Hamel's character embodies the spirit of resistance against oppression and the value
of education. His final lesson is not just about grammar but a heartfelt appeal to preserve
the mother tongue and cultural heritage. His writing "Vive La France" on the blackboard
reflects his unwavering patriotism.

Key Traits

Dedicated and sincere teacher
Patriotic and proud of his language
Calm and dignified under difficult circumstances
Encourages students to value their heritage

Textual Evidence

"M. Hamel had put on his beautiful green coat, his frilled shirt, and his embroidered black
silk cap." This shows his respect for the occasion.

"He said that French is the most beautiful, most logical, and the clearest language in the
world." This highlights his pride in the language.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

What subject does M. Hamel teach?
How long has M. Hamel been teaching in the village?



Level 2 – Moderate

Describe M. Hamel’s attitude on the last day of teaching.
Why does M. Hamel emphasize the importance of the French language?

Level 3 – Challenging

Analyze how M. Hamel’s character represents patriotism and dedication.
Discuss the significance of M. Hamel’s final message to his students.

Answer Key

Level 1: M. Hamel teaches French; he has been teaching for forty years.
Level 2: He is serious, sincere, and proud; he emphasizes French as a symbol of
identity and freedom.
Level 3: M. Hamel’s dedication shows love for his country and language; his final
message urges students to preserve their heritage and resist oppression.

Quick Reference

Teacher of French for 40 years.
Wears special clothes on last day.
Passionate about language and patriotism.

Glossary

Patriotism: Love for one’s country.
Dignified: Showing respect and seriousness.
Heritage: Traditions and culture passed down.



Themes in The Last Lesson

"The Last Lesson" explores several important themes that reflect the socio-political context
and human emotions involved in the story.

Patriotism

The story highlights the deep love and loyalty the people have for their country and
language. M. Hamel’s passionate speech and the villagers’ attendance at the last lesson
show their patriotic spirit despite the occupation.

Importance of Mother Tongue

The story stresses the significance of one’s native language as a key to cultural identity
and freedom. Losing the right to learn and speak French symbolizes the loss of sovereignty
and dignity.

Oppression and Resistance

The imposition of German language by the Prussian rulers represents oppression. The
villagers’ determination to hold on to their language is an act of resistance against
cultural domination.

Education and Awareness

The story also emphasizes the value of education and the regret of neglecting it. Franz
realizes the importance of learning his language only when it is about to be taken away.

Textual Evidence



"If we hold on to our language, it is as if we hold on to our freedom." – M. Hamel

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

What is the main theme of "The Last Lesson"?
Why is the mother tongue important according to the story?

Level 2 – Moderate

Explain how the story portrays oppression.
How does the story show the villagers’ resistance?

Level 3 – Challenging

Discuss the relationship between language and freedom as depicted in the story.
Analyze the theme of education and its significance in the narrative.

Answer Key

Level 1: The main theme is patriotism and love for mother tongue; mother tongue is
important as it represents identity and freedom.
Level 2: The imposition of German language shows oppression; villagers attending
the last lesson show resistance.
Level 3: Language is linked to freedom and cultural survival; education is shown as
vital and its neglect leads to regret.

Quick Reference



Patriotism and love for language.
Mother tongue as identity.
Oppression by foreign rule.
Education’s importance.

Glossary

Patriotism: Love for one’s country.
Oppression: Prolonged cruel treatment or control.
Resistance: Opposition to authority or control.
Sovereignty: Supreme power or authority.

Literary Devices in The Last Lesson

The story uses various literary devices to enhance its emotional and thematic impact.

Symbolism

The last French lesson symbolizes the loss of freedom and cultural identity. M. Hamel’s
green coat and the blackboard message "Vive La France" symbolize pride and patriotism.

Irony

It is ironic that the students realize the importance of their language only on the day it is
banned. Franz regrets not paying attention earlier.

Imagery

The story uses vivid descriptions of the quiet classroom, the solemn teacher, and the
marching soldiers to create a powerful atmosphere.



Personification

The pigeons cooing softly are personified to express the natural resistance to forced
change, as Franz wonders if even pigeons can be made to sing in German.

Emotive Language

The author uses words that evoke feelings of sadness, regret, and patriotism to connect
with the reader emotionally.

Textual Examples

"M. Hamel had put on his beautiful green coat..." (Symbolism)
"Franz wondered sarcastically if Prussians could force pigeons to sing in German."
(Personification and irony)

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

What does M. Hamel’s green coat symbolize?
Give an example of irony from the story.

Level 2 – Moderate

Explain the use of personification in the story.
How does imagery contribute to the mood of the story?

Level 3 – Challenging



Analyze how symbolism is used to convey the theme of patriotism.
Discuss the effect of emotive language on the reader’s understanding of the story.

Answer Key

Level 1: The green coat symbolizes respect and the importance of the occasion; irony
is seen when students realize the value of French only on the last day.
Level 2: Pigeons cooing symbolize natural resistance; imagery creates a solemn and
emotional atmosphere.
Level 3: Symbolism links language to national pride; emotive language evokes
empathy and patriotism in readers.

Quick Reference

Symbolism: green coat, blackboard message.
Irony: late realization of language’s value.
Imagery: quiet classroom, soldiers.
Personification: pigeons cooing.

Glossary

Symbolism: Use of symbols to represent ideas.
Irony: A contrast between expectation and reality.
Imagery: Descriptive language that appeals to senses.
Personification: Giving human qualities to non-human things.


