
Keeping Quiet Introduction

"Keeping Quiet" is a profound poem by Pablo Neruda that emphasizes the importance of
silence in a world dominated by constant activity and noise. The poem advocates for a
moment of stillness and introspection, highlighting themes such as peace, brotherhood,
ecological conservation, and self-understanding. Neruda suggests that by keeping quiet,
individuals can connect with the universal fabric of life and escape the sadness caused by
misunderstanding ourselves and others.

Theme

The poem is essentially an anti-war piece, expressing concern over violence, cruelty, and
social injustice. Neruda proposes self-introspection as a simple yet powerful solution to
many societal problems.

Message

The central message is a call for universal brotherhood and peace, urging people to
cease aggression towards each other and the environment.
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Title Significance

The title "Keeping Quiet" aptly reflects the poem's focus on the necessity of silence and
introspection in a world overwhelmed by activity and conflict.

Form, Style, and Literary Devices

The poem is a reflective free verse piece with a calm and serene tone. Neruda uses
various literary devices such as metonymy, pun, alliteration, palilogia, personification,
extended metaphor, and symbolism to enrich the poem's meaning.

Metonymy: "Language" represents culture or race.
Pun: "Arms" refers both to body parts and weapons.
Alliteration: Repetition of initial consonant sounds, e.g., "sudden strangeness" and "his
hurt hands."
Palilogia: Repetition of words for emphasis, e.g., "Wars with fire, Wars with gas."
Personification: The Earth is depicted as a teacher.
Extended Metaphor: The stillness of winter symbolizes the rejuvenation that silence
can bring.
Symbolism: Fisherman and whale symbolize oppressor and oppressed; salt gatherer
represents humanity; clean clothes symbolize peace.

Rhyme Scheme

The poem is written in blank verse, without a fixed rhyme scheme.

Keeping Quiet Summary

"Keeping Quiet" begins with an invitation to pause all activity and remain silent at the
count of twelve. This collective pause transcends language and cultural differences,
promoting inclusivity and unity.



The poem urges stopping both speech and movement, highlighting how language and
constant activity often create division and unrest. The stillness is described as an "exotic
moment"—rare and unfamiliar in the fast-paced modern world dominated by "rush" and
"engines."

Neruda illustrates the benefits of this silence through images such as fishermen not
harming whales and salt gatherers reflecting on their hurt hands, symbolizing a break
from exploitation and violence.

The poem condemns war and its devastating effects, describing those who prepare
"green wars" and "wars with gas" as needing to learn peace and brotherhood through
silence.

Importantly, Neruda clarifies that keeping quiet is not about total inactivity or death but
about meaningful reflection and life. He suggests that if people could pause their
relentless activity, a "huge silence" might interrupt the sadness caused by
misunderstanding ourselves and threatening each other.

The poem concludes with a hopeful note, suggesting that nature, like the Earth in winter,
teaches the value of stillness and renewal. The poet invites the reader to keep quiet and
embrace this moment of introspection.

Keeping Quiet Key Terms

Exotic moment: A rare and unusual moment of stillness and quietness.
Introspection: The process of self-examination and reflection.
Exploitative: Using someone or something unfairly for one's own benefit.
Jeopardise: To put something at risk or in danger.

Keeping Quiet Practice Set



Level 1 – Easy

What is the main message of the poem "Keeping Quiet"?
Explain the significance of the title "Keeping Quiet."
Identify two literary devices used in the poem and give examples.

Level 2 – Moderate

How does Neruda use the image of fishermen and whales to convey his message?
Discuss the theme of peace and brotherhood in the poem.
Explain the meaning of the line: "Perhaps the Earth can teach us as when everything
seems dead and later proves to be alive."

Level 3 – Challenging

Analyze how the poem "Keeping Quiet" addresses the problems of modern life and
suggests a solution.
Discuss the use of symbolism in the poem with reference to specific examples.
Explain how the poem balances the idea of silence with the necessity of life and
activity.

Keeping Quiet Answer Key

Level 1 – Easy

Main message: The poem urges people to pause, keep quiet, and reflect to promote
peace, understanding, and harmony.
Title significance: It highlights the importance of silence and introspection in a noisy,
busy world.
Literary devices: Metonymy ("language" for culture), pun ("arms" as body parts and
weapons), alliteration ("sudden strangeness"), personification (Earth teaching us).



Level 2 – Moderate

Fishermen and whales: They symbolize the oppressor and oppressed; silence would
stop harm and exploitation.
Peace and brotherhood: The poem calls for stopping aggression and living together
in harmony.
Line meaning: Nature teaches that apparent stillness leads to renewal and life, just as
silence can lead to personal and social rejuvenation.

Level 3 – Challenging

Modern life problems and solution: The poem critiques the rush, violence, and
misunderstanding in modern life and suggests silence and introspection as a way to
heal and understand ourselves and others.
Symbolism: Fisherman and whale (oppressor and oppressed), salt gatherer
(humanity), clean clothes (peace), all symbolize different aspects of social and
environmental issues.
Silence and life balance: Neruda clarifies that silence is not inactivity or death but a
meaningful pause that allows for reflection and true living.

Keeping Quiet Quick Reference

Theme: Peace, introspection, anti-war, environmental conservation.
Form: Free verse, blank verse, calm tone.
Key devices: Metonymy, pun, alliteration, personification, symbolism.
Message: Silence and stillness can lead to understanding and peace.

Keeping Quiet Glossary

Introspection: Self-examination or reflection.
Metonymy: A figure of speech where a related term is used to stand for something.
Pun: A play on words with multiple meanings.
Alliteration: Repetition of initial consonant sounds in words close to each other.



Palilogia: Repetition of words for emphasis.
Personification: Giving human qualities to non-human things.
Symbolism: Use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities.
Blank verse: Unrhymed iambic pentameter.


