
Reach for the Top Summary

Reach for the Top is a chapter from the Beehive English textbook that highlights the
inspiring journeys of two remarkable women achievers: Santosh Yadav and Maria
Sharapova. Both women exemplify determination, courage, and the spirit of never giving
up despite challenges.

The chapter is divided into two parts, each focusing on one personality. Santosh Yadav is
celebrated as the only woman mountaineer to have climbed Mount Everest twice, while
Maria Sharapova is recognized as a world-class tennis player who rose from humble
beginnings to become the number one player globally.

Key Elements

Santosh Yadav: Her early life in Haryana, refusal to marry young, pursuit of education,
passion for mountaineering, and her historic climbs of Mount Everest.
Maria Sharapova: Her move from Siberia to America for training, rise in tennis,
Wimbledon victory, and her dedication and sacrifices.
Themes: Determination, perseverance, breaking societal norms, and achieving
excellence through hard work.

Textual Evidence
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Santosh's statement about refusing marriage until she was educated shows her strong
will. Maria's pride in her Russian heritage and her desire to be number one reflect her
identity and ambition.

Solved Example

Question: How did Santosh Yadav overcome the challenges she faced in pursuing
mountaineering?

Answer: Santosh faced societal pressure to marry early and financial constraints for
education. She refused to marry until educated, took a part-time job to pay fees, and
pursued mountaineering with determination, eventually climbing Mount Everest twice.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Who is Santosh Yadav?
Where was Maria Sharapova born?

Level 2 – Moderate

Describe the challenges Santosh faced in her early life.
What motivated Maria Sharapova to succeed in tennis?

Level 3 – Challenging

Explain how determination and sacrifice are portrayed in the lives of Santosh Yadav
and Maria Sharapova.
Discuss the importance of education and perseverance in Santosh Yadav's journey.



Answer Key

Level 1: Santosh Yadav is the only woman mountaineer to have climbed Mount
Everest twice. Maria Sharapova was born in Siberia.
Level 2: Santosh faced societal pressure to marry early and financial difficulties but
persisted with education and mountaineering. Maria was motivated by her father's
support and her own desire to be number one.
Level 3: Both women showed strong will and made sacrifices; Santosh refused early
marriage and worked hard, while Maria left her home country and trained rigorously.
Education and perseverance were crucial for Santosh to achieve her goals.

Quick Reference

Relented: Agreed after initial refusal.
Mountaineering: The sport of climbing mountains.
Endurance: Ability to withstand hardship.
Unfurl: To spread out, like a flag.
Environmentalist: One who protects the environment.

Glossary

Expedition: A journey undertaken for a specific purpose, often exploration.
Iron will: Strong determination.
Physical endurance: Ability to sustain physical effort.
Mental toughness: Ability to stay strong mentally under pressure.

Santosh Yadav Character Sketch

Santosh Yadav is a symbol of courage and determination. Born in a small village in
Haryana, she defied societal expectations by refusing early marriage and insisting on
education. Her passion for mountaineering led her to become the youngest woman to
climb Mount Everest and the only woman to do so twice. She is disciplined, hardworking,
and environmentally conscious, as shown by her efforts to clean the Himalayas.



Key Traits

Determined: Refused marriage to pursue education.
Brave: Took on the challenge of mountaineering.
Environmentalist: Removed 500 kg of rubbish from the mountains.
Hardworking: Enrolled in mountaineering institute and went on expeditions yearly.

Important Quotes

"It was a proud moment for her to unfurl the Indian tricolour flag on top of the world." This
shows her patriotism and pride in her achievement.

Solved Example

Question: What qualities helped Santosh Yadav succeed as a mountaineer?

Answer: Her iron will, physical endurance, mental toughness, and dedication to training
helped her succeed.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Where was Santosh Yadav born?
How many times did she climb Mount Everest?

Level 2 – Moderate

Why did Santosh refuse to marry at sixteen?
What role did education play in her life?



Level 3 – Challenging

Discuss how Santosh Yadav’s actions challenge traditional gender roles.
Explain the significance of her environmental efforts during her expeditions.

Answer Key

Level 1: She was born in Joniya village, Haryana. She climbed Mount Everest twice.
Level 2: She refused marriage to continue her education. Education was important for
her independence and growth.
Level 3: She challenged gender norms by pursuing mountaineering, a male-
dominated field. Her environmental efforts show responsibility towards nature.

Quick Reference

Relented: Parents agreed after initial refusal.
Mountaineering: Climbing mountains as a sport.
Unfurl: To open or spread out.

Glossary

Padmashri: A prestigious Indian civilian award.
Aravalli Hills: Mountain range near her college.
Hostel: Student accommodation.

Maria Sharapova Character Sketch

Maria Sharapova is a tennis champion known for her talent, hard work, and mental
toughness. Born in Siberia, she moved to America at a young age to train professionally.
Despite the challenges of separation from her mother and financial struggles, she rose to



become the world’s number one tennis player and won the Wimbledon ladies’ singles title
in 2004.

Key Traits

Determined: Worked hard despite hardships.
Talented: Exceptional tennis skills.
Patriotic: Proud to represent Russia.
Multifaceted: Enjoys fashion, singing, dancing, and reading.

Important Quotes

"She says that she works hard and her sacrifices have been worth it." This highlights her
dedication and commitment.

Solved Example

Question: How did Maria Sharapova’s early life influence her career?

Answer: Moving to America for training and supporting her father made her mentally
strong and motivated to succeed.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

At what age did Maria Sharapova become world number one?
What are Maria’s hobbies?

Level 2 – Moderate



Why did Maria move to America?
How does Maria view her nationality?

Level 3 – Challenging

Discuss the sacrifices Maria Sharapova made to achieve success.
Explain how Maria’s personality traits contributed to her achievements.

Answer Key

Level 1: She became number one at age 18. Her hobbies include fashion, singing,
dancing, and reading novels.
Level 2: She moved to America for tennis training. She is proud to be Russian and
willing to represent Russia in the Olympics.
Level 3: She left her home country and family, worked hard, and stayed mentally
tough. Her talent, desire to succeed, and willingness to sacrifice helped her reach the
top.

Quick Reference

Wimbledon: Prestigious tennis tournament.
Number one: Top ranking in tennis.
Siberia: Region in Russia where Maria was born.

Glossary

Determined: Firm in purpose.
Mentally tough: Strong in mind to face challenges.
Patriotic: Proud of one’s country.


