
Summary of Weathering the Storm in Ersama

"Weathering the Storm in Ersama" narrates the harrowing experience of Prashant, a young
man caught in the devastating cyclone that struck Orissa in October 1999. The cyclone
caused massive destruction, killing thousands and washing away entire villages. Prashant
was stranded on a rooftop for two nights with his friend’s family, surviving on tender
coconuts from fallen trees. Determined to find his own family, he embarked on a perilous
journey through floodwaters, witnessing the widespread devastation and loss of life. Upon
reaching his village, he found his family alive in a relief shelter. Prashant then took on a
leadership role, organizing relief efforts, supporting widows and orphans, and helping his
community recover from the disaster.

Key Elements

Setting: Orissa, India, during the super cyclone of October 1999.
Main Character: Prashant, a young man who survives the cyclone and helps his
community.
Plot: Survival during the cyclone, journey through floodwaters, reunion with family,
and community leadership in relief efforts.
Themes: Human resilience, community support, leadership in crisis, and hope amidst
disaster.

Textual Evidence
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Weathering The Storm In Ersama
English : Moments



"The angry waters swirled into his friend’s house, neck deep... The building was strong
enough to survive the devastation of the wind’s velocity of 350 km per hour." This
highlights the cyclone's ferocity and the struggle for survival.

"Prashant now wept out loud and long. He was sure that his family could not have survived
this catastrophe." This shows his despair and emotional turmoil.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Who is the main character in the story?
What natural disaster struck Orissa in 1999?
Where was Prashant stranded during the cyclone?

Level 2 – Moderate

Describe the challenges Prashant faced while returning to his village.
How did Prashant help his community after the cyclone?
What role did the tender coconuts play during the cyclone?

Level 3 – Challenging

Analyze the theme of leadership as portrayed by Prashant in the story.
Discuss the impact of the cyclone on the social fabric of the village.
Explain how the story highlights human resilience in the face of natural disasters.

Answer Key

Level 1 – Easy



Prashant is the main character.
The super cyclone struck Orissa in 1999.
Prashant was stranded on the roof of a house.

Level 2 – Moderate

Prashant had to wade through waist-deep floodwaters, use a stick to find the road,
and swim at points. He also had to push away floating bodies and debris.
He organized food collection, led youth volunteers to clean the shelter, cared for
orphans and widows, and arranged sports events to uplift spirits.
The tender coconuts from fallen trees provided nourishment and helped the trapped
family survive the initial days.

Level 3 – Challenging

Prashant’s leadership is shown through his initiative to organize relief efforts,
motivate the community, and provide emotional support, demonstrating courage
and responsibility.
The cyclone caused loss of lives, destruction of homes, and displacement, deeply
affecting the community’s social structure and emotional well-being.
The story shows resilience through Prashant’s determination to find his family, the
community’s cooperation, and their efforts to rebuild and support each other.

Quick Reference

Prashant: Young protagonist who survives and leads relief efforts.
Super Cyclone: Natural disaster causing massive destruction in Orissa.
Relief Shelter: Place where survivors gathered and received aid.
Leadership: Prashant’s role in organizing and supporting his community.

Glossary

Menacing: Dangerous and threatening.



Incessant: Continuous; without stopping.
Swirled: Moved in a twisting or spiraling pattern.
Carcasses: Dead bodies of animals.
Bereaved: Having lost a close relative or friend through death.
Remnants: Small remaining parts.
Motley: Varied in appearance or character.
Tumult: A noisy, disorderly disturbance.

Character Sketch of Prashant

Prashant is a young man of nineteen years who displays remarkable courage, resilience,
and leadership during the super cyclone disaster. Despite facing personal loss and the
threat of death, he remains determined to find his family and help his community recover.
His compassion is evident in his care for orphans and widows, and his ability to organize
relief efforts shows his maturity and sense of responsibility. Prashant’s character
embodies hope and strength in the face of adversity.

Key Traits

Brave: Faces the cyclone and floodwaters without giving up.
Compassionate: Cares deeply for the suffering of others.
Leader: Takes initiative to organize relief and support.
Resilient: Overcomes emotional and physical challenges.

Textual Evidence

"Prashant, all of nineteen years, decided to step in as leader of his village... He organised a
group of youths and elders to jointly pressurise the merchant once again to part with his
rice." This shows his leadership and determination.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy



What is Prashant’s age?
How does Prashant survive the first two nights of the cyclone?

Level 2 – Moderate

Describe Prashant’s actions after reaching the relief shelter.
What qualities make Prashant a good leader?

Level 3 – Challenging

Analyze how Prashant’s character contributes to the theme of hope in the story.
Discuss the importance of Prashant’s role in community rebuilding after the cyclone.

Answer Key

Level 1 – Easy

Prashant is nineteen years old.
He survives by staying on the roof of a house with his friend’s family, eating tender
coconuts.

Level 2 – Moderate

He organizes food collection, leads cleaning efforts, cares for orphans and widows,
and arranges sports events to uplift spirits.
His bravery, compassion, organizational skills, and resilience make him a good
leader.

Level 3 – Challenging



Prashant’s courage and leadership inspire hope and motivate the community to
rebuild and recover.
His role is crucial in organizing relief, providing emotional support, and ensuring the
community’s survival and recovery.

Quick Reference

Age: 19 years
Leadership: Organizes relief and community support
Compassion: Cares for orphans and widows
Resilience: Overcomes adversity

Glossary

Compassionate: Showing concern for others’ suffering.
Resilient: Able to recover quickly from difficulties.
Leadership: The ability to guide and inspire others.

Themes in Weathering the Storm in Ersama

The story explores several important themes that reflect human experience during natural
disasters.

Key Themes

Human Resilience: The ability to endure and recover from hardship, as shown by
Prashant and his community.
Community and Cooperation: The importance of working together to survive and
rebuild.
Leadership in Crisis: Taking responsibility and guiding others during difficult times.
Hope and Survival: Maintaining hope despite loss and devastation.



Textual Evidence

"Prashant... decided to step in as leader of his village... He organised a group of youths and
elders..." This illustrates leadership and community cooperation.

"The tender coconuts from the trees kept the trapped family from starving..." This
symbolizes hope and survival.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

What is one major theme of the story?
How does the community help each other?

Level 2 – Moderate

Explain how leadership is portrayed in the story.
Discuss the role of hope in the survivors’ recovery.

Level 3 – Challenging

Analyze how the theme of human resilience is developed through the events of the
story.
Evaluate the significance of community cooperation in disaster management as
shown in the story.

Answer Key

Level 1 – Easy



Human resilience is a major theme.
The community works together to find food, clean shelters, and care for orphans.

Level 2 – Moderate

Leadership is shown through Prashant’s initiative to organize relief and support
efforts.
Hope motivates survivors to continue despite hardships and loss.

Level 3 – Challenging

The story shows resilience through survival, emotional strength, and rebuilding efforts
after the cyclone.
Community cooperation is vital for effective disaster response and recovery, as
demonstrated by the villagers’ joint efforts.

Quick Reference

Resilience: Endurance and recovery
Community: Cooperation and support
Leadership: Guiding others in crisis
Hope: Optimism for survival

Glossary

Resilience: The capacity to recover quickly from difficulties.
Cooperation: Working together for a common purpose.
Leadership: The act of leading a group.
Hope: Expectation of positive outcomes.

Literary Devices in Weathering the Storm in Ersama



The story uses various literary devices to enhance its narrative and emotional impact.

Key Literary Devices

Imagery: Vivid descriptions of the cyclone and floodwaters create strong mental
pictures, e.g., "a raging, deadly, brown sheet of water covered everything."
Personification: The storm is described as "angry" and "menacing," giving it human-
like qualities.
Symbolism: Tender coconuts symbolize hope and survival amidst destruction.
Alliteration: Repetition of consonant sounds, e.g., "cold terror," "raging, deadly," to
emphasize emotions.

Examples from Text

"Screams rent the air as people and houses were swiftly washed away." – Imagery and
personification.

"The cold terror of the family grew with the crashing of trees..." – Alliteration and imagery.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Define imagery with an example from the story.
What does the tender coconut symbolize?

Level 2 – Moderate

Identify an example of personification in the story.
Explain how alliteration is used to enhance the narrative.



Level 3 – Challenging

Analyze how the use of imagery contributes to the mood of the story.
Discuss the significance of symbolism in portraying hope.

Answer Key

Level 1 – Easy

Imagery is the use of descriptive language to create mental pictures. Example: "a
raging, deadly, brown sheet of water covered everything."
The tender coconut symbolizes hope and sustenance during the disaster.

Level 2 – Moderate

Personification example: The storm is described as "angry" and "menacing."
Alliteration like "cold terror" emphasizes the fear and tension in the story.

Level 3 – Challenging

Imagery creates a vivid and intense mood of fear and devastation, helping readers
feel the disaster’s impact.
Symbolism of the tender coconut highlights the theme of hope and survival amidst
destruction.

Quick Reference

Imagery: Descriptive language creating mental pictures.
Personification: Giving human traits to non-human things.
Symbolism: Using symbols to represent ideas.
Alliteration: Repetition of consonant sounds.



Glossary

Imagery: Language that appeals to the senses.
Personification: Attributing human qualities to objects or ideas.
Symbolism: Use of symbols to signify ideas and qualities.
Alliteration: Repetition of initial consonant sounds in words close to each other.


