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Introduction to Indian Democracy and Parliament

India is a proud democracy where the participation of citizens in decision-making and the consent of the people are fundamental. The Parlic
principles. It enables citizens to participate in governance through their elected representatives and controls the government, making it a vi
Constitution.

The Vishnu Temple at Deogarh, dating back to the 6th century CE, is one of the earliest surviving Hindu stone temples. It features intricate ca
facing entrance symbolizing new life, and a flag representing sanctity. Temples like this are cultural landmarks that tell stories through art ar



Historical Background of Indian Democracy

India gained independence on 15 August 1947 after a long struggle involving diverse sections of society inspired by freedom, equality, and pc
rights and lived in fear. Early demands for elected representation began as early as 1885 with the Indian National Congress. The Government
did not grant universal adult franchise.

Post-independence, the Constitution of India established universal adult franchise, ensuring all adult citizens have the right to vote. This was
inclusive participation in governance.

Exam Question: What was the significance of the Government of India Act 1909 in the context of Indian democracy?

Answer: The Government of India Act 1909 was significant because it allowed for some elected representation in the legislature, markin
although it did not provide universal adult franchise.

People and Their Representatives

Democracy is based on the consent and participation of the people. Citizens approve and trust the government through elected representa
Legislative Assembly (MLAs) and Members of Parliament (MPs) who form and control the government. The Parliament, composed of all elect
functioning.



This photo shows election staff using an
elephant to carry polling material and EVMs to
polting stations located in difficult terrain.

-

In remote areas, election staff use elephants to transport Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) and materials to polling stations, ensuring that «
This highlights the commitment to free and fair elections across India.

Exam Question: How do elections ensure the participation of citizens in a democracy?

Answer: Elections allow citizens to choose their representatives who form the government. Through voting, people give their consent an
foundation of democracy.

Structure of the Indian Parliament

The Indian Parliament, located in New Delhi, is the supreme law-making institution. It consists of two Houses:

« Rajya Sabha (Council of States): The upper house with 250 members, representing the states, chaired by the Vice-President.
o Lok Sabha (House of the People): The lower house with 543 members, directly elected by the people.

Both Houses work together to discuss, review, and pass laws, ensuring democratic governance.



The Role of the Parliament

Formed after independence, the Parliament represents the people’s faith in democracy, emphasizing participation and government by cons
electing one MP. Political parties contest elections, and the party or coalition with a majority forms the government.
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The 2019 Lok Sabha elections resulted in the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) winning 303 seats, securing a clear majority to form the governme

Exam Question: What determines which party forms the government after Lok Sabha elections?

Answer: The party or coalition that wins more than half of the total seats in the Lok Sabha forms the government, as it has the majority ¢

Functions of the Parliament

A. To Select the National Government

The Parliament includes the President, Rajya Sabha, and Lok Sabha. After elections, the party with a majority in the Lok Sabha forms the gove
ministers to manage various government departments. Sometimes, coalition governments are formed when no single party has a majority.

B. To Control, Guide and Inform the Government

Parliament controls the government through mechanisms like the Question Hour, where MPs ask questions to hold the executive accountabl
government shortcomings and offering alternative policies. Parliamentary approval is essential for financial matters, ensuring government ¢

Exam Question: What is the purpose of the Question Hour in Parliament?

Answer: The Question Hour allows MPs to ask questions to the government, helping to control and guide the executive by seeking inforrr

Law Making Process and Social Issues

Parliament makes laws based on societal needs. For example, the issue of domestic violence was raised by citizens and activists, leading to
This law provides protection and relief to women facing physical, emotional, sexual, and economic abuse within households.
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The journey to pass this law involved testimonies, public awareness, drafting bills, and lobbying Parliament by women'’s organizations and a¢

Exam Question: How did citizens contribute to the passing of the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act?

Answer: Citizens, especially women's groups and activists, raised awareness, shared testimonies, lobbied Parliament, and participated i
to its enactment.

Citizen Participation and Democratic Responsibility

Citizens play a crucial role beyond elections by monitoring government actions, criticizing unfair laws, and participating in protests or camp:
dissent through public meetings, media, and legal challenges. This active involvement ensures that democracy remains responsive and acc
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Solved Examples

Example 1.

Question: Explain how the Parliament controls the government.

Answer: The Parliament controls the government through mechanisms like the Question Hour, where MPs ask questions to the executive, ens
approves financial matters and debates policies, guiding government actions.

Example 2:

Question: What is the significance of universal adult franchise in India?

Answer: Universal adult franchise means all adult citizens have the right to vote, ensuring inclusive participation in democracy. It was establi
goal of equal political rights.

Practice Set

Easy

1. What are the two Houses of the Indian Parliament called?
2. Who elects the Members of the Lok Sabha?

Moderate

1. Describe the role of the Opposition in the Parliament.
2. Explain the importance of the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act.



Challenging

1. Discuss how citizens can influence the law-making process in India.
2. Analyze the significance of coalition governments in Indian democracy.

Answer Key

1. The two Houses are the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha.

2. Members of the Lok Sabha are directly elected by the adult citizens of India.

3. The Opposition highlights government shortcomings, offers alternative policies, and holds the government accountable.

4. The Act provides legal protection and relief to women facing domestic violence, promoting safety and justice.

5. Citizens influence law-making by raising issues, lobbying, participating in public debates, and voting.

6. Coalition governments allow multiple parties to work together when no single party has a majority, ensuring stable governance.

Quick Reference

¢ Parliament: Supreme law-making body of India consisting of Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha.

¢ Universal Adult Franchise: Right of all adult citizens to vote.

e Question Hour: Time in Parliament when MPs question the government.

¢ Coalition Government: Government formed by alliance of multiple parties.

¢ Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005: Law protecting women from domestic abuse.



