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Quality Summmary

"Quality” is a short story written by John Galsworthy that explores the life and work of Mr.
Gessler, a German shoemaker living in London. The story raises the question of whether a
shoemaker can be considered an artist, and answers affirmatively by showing Mr.
Gessler's dedication, skill, and pride in his craft. The narrator, who knew Mr. Gessler from his
youth, describes the shoemaker's quiet shop, his meticulous work, and the respect he
commands through the quality of his boots. Despite his excellence, Mr. Gessler faces
hardships due to competition and changing times, ultimately leading to his decline and
death. The story highlights themes of craftsmanship, pride in work, and the challenges
faced by artisans in a commercial world.

Key Elements

e Theme: The dignity of skilled craftsmanship and the conflict between art and
commerce.

e Characters: Mr. Gessler, the shoemaker; the narrator; Mr. Gessler's elder brother.

e Setting: A small, quiet shoemaker's shop in London.

e Literary Devices: Symbolism (boots representing quality and pride), imagery
(detailed descriptions of the shop and boots), dialogue reflecting character
personality.

Textual Evidence



Mr. Gessler's pride is evident when he says, "Id is an ardt!" emphasizing that shoemaking is
an art. The narrator notes, "His boots lasted terribly, having something beyond the
temporary, some essence of boot stitched into them,” showing the exceptional quality of
his work.

Solved Example

Question: How does the story "Quality” portray the conflict between craftsmanship and
commercialism?

Answer: The story shows Mr. Gessler as a craftsman devoted to his art, refusing to
compromise on quality or advertise. However, this leads to fewer customers and financial
hardship, illustrating the tension between maintaining high standards and surviving in a
competitive market.

Practice Set

e Who is Mr. Gessler?

e What does Mr. Gessler mean when he says, ‘Id is an ardt!"?

e Describe the narrator's relationship with Mr. Gessler.
e What challenges does Mr. Gessler face in his trade?

e Analyze the theme of pride in workmanship as depicted in the story.



¢ Discuss the significance of Mr. Gessler's refusal to advertise and its impact on his
business.

Answer Key

e Level I: Mr. Gessler is a German shoemaker known for his skill and pride in his craft. “Id
is an ardt!" means ‘It is an art!”, showing he considers shoemaking a form of art.

e Level 2: The narrator knew Mr. Gessler from youth and admired his work. Mr. Gessler
faces competition, lack of advertising, and financial difficulties.

e lLevel 3: The story emphasizes pride in creating quality products, showing that true
craftsmanship requires dedication. Mr. Gessler's refusal to advertise leads to fewer
customers, highlighting the conflict between art and commerce.

Quick Reference

Author: John Galsworthy

Theme: Craftsmanship vs. Commercialism

Setting: London shoemaker's shop
Key Quote: "Id is an ardt!”

Glossary

Art: Skill or craft in creating something beautiful or useful.
Craftsman: A person skilled in a particular craft.

Commercialism: Emphasis on profit-making and business.

Meticulous: Showing great attention to detail.

Trees Poem Analysis

"Trees" is a poem by Shirley Bauer that celebrates the many roles trees play in nature and
human life. The poem lists various uses and associations of trees, from providing homes
for birds to places for children to play. It highlights the importance of trees in the



environment and in everyday activities, using simple and vivid language suitable for
young learners.

Key Elements

e Theme: The significance of trees in nature and human life.

e Poet: Shirley Bauer

e Literary Devices: Repetition ("Trees are for..."), imagery (descriptions of activities
involving trees), personification (trees participating in games).

Textual Evidence

The repeated phrase “Trees are for..."” emphasizes the various functions of trees. Lines like
"Trees are to swing swings on" and "Trees are for apples to grow on" illustrate the poem's
imagery.

Solved Example

Question: What does the line "Trees are to make no shade in winter" mean?

Answer: This line contrasts with the previous one about shade in summer. It means that in
winter, when trees lose their leaves, they do not provide shade, allowing sunlight to pass
through and warm the earth.

Practice Set

¢ List three activities mentioned in the poem that involve trees.
e Who is the poet of "Trees"?



Explain the use of repetition in the poem.
Why do you think the poet says, "Trees are for apples to grow on™?

Write two new lines in the style of the poem about the uses of water or air.

Analyze how the poem helps children appreciate nature.

Answer Key

e Level I: Activities include swinging swings, playing hide and seek, and having tea
parties under trees. The poet is Shirley Bauer.

¢ Level 2: Repetition emphasizes the many roles of trees and creates a rhythmic flow.
The line about apples shows trees provide fruit, an important resource.

¢ Level 3: Sample lines: "Water is for fish to swim in." "Air is for birds to fly through.” The
poem encourages children to see trees as part of their play and environment,
fostering respect for nature.

Quick Reference

e Poet: Shirley Bauer
e Theme: Importance of trees
e Literary Device: Repetition

Glossary

¢ Repetition: Repeating words or phrases for emphasis.
e Imagery: Descriptive language that appeals to the senses.
e Personification: Giving human qualities to non-human things.



Mangrove Forests

Mangrove forests are unique ecosystems found in the muddy swamps of tropical coasts
and estuaries. They consist of various shrubs and trees that have tangled roots growing
above the ground. These roots help the trees survive in waterlogged, salty environments.
Mangroves grow rapidly by producing new trunks, forming dense forests. The timber from
mangroves is highly valued because it is resistant to water and marine worms, making it
durable for construction and other uses.

Key Elements

¢ Definition: Mangroves are trees and shrubs adapted to coastal swampy areas.
e Characteristics: Tangled aerial roots, rapid growth, dense forest formation.
e Uses: Timber resistant to water and marine wormes.

Textual Evidence

The text states, "Mangrove timber is impervious to water and is resistant to marine worms,”
highlighting the durability of mangrove wood.

Solved Example

Question: Why are mangrove forests important in coastal areas?

Answer: Mangrove forests protect coastal areas by preventing erosion with their tangled
roots, provide habitat for many species, and their timber is useful due to its resistance to
water and pests.

Practice Set



e What are mangroves?
e Where do mangroves grow?

¢ Describe the special features of mangrove roots.
e What makes mangrove timber valuable?

e Explain the ecological importance of mangrove forests.
¢ Discuss how mangrove forests help in protecting coastal environments.

Answer Key

e Level I: Mangroves are trees and shrubs growing in muddy tropical coastal swamps.
They grow in estuaries and muddy swamps.

¢ Level 2: Mangrove roots grow above ground and are tangled. Their timber is valuable
because it is water-resistant and resistant to marine worms.

e Level 3: Mangroves provide habitat for wildlife, prevent soil erosion, and protect
coastlines from storms and waves.

Quick Reference

e Definition: Trees/shrubs in tropical coastal swamps
e Roots: Tangled, aerial
e Timber: Water and worm resistant

Glossary



e Estuary: The area where a river meets the sea.
e Impervious: Not allowing water to pass through.
e Marine worms: Worms that live in the sea and can damage wood.



