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Expert Detectives Part | Summary

Expert Detectives (Part ) is a story by Sharada Dwivedi featuring two curious children,
Nishad (also called Seven) and his sister Maya. They are intrigued by their mysterious
neighbour, Mr Nath, who lives alone in Shankar House. Nishad and Maya speculate about
Mr Nath's past, his scarred face, and his solitary life. They suspect he might be a crook
hiding from the police, but their mother, a doctor, knows him as a polite patient. The
children investigate by observing Mr Nath’s habits, talking to the restaurant worker
Ramesh who delivers his meals, and noting the visits of a spectacled man who comes
every Sunday. Despite their suspicions, they find conflicting evidence about Mr Nath's
character and lifestyle.

Key Elements

e Characters: Nishad (Seven), Maya, Mr Nath, Ramesh, the spectacled visitor
e Themes: Curiosity, mystery, judgment based on appearances, loneliness
e Setting: Shankar House, a residential building

Textual Evidence

“He must have lots of money hidden somewhere, maybe in that trunk in his room.” —
Maya'’s suspicion about Mr Nath’s wealth.



“He only talked to us because he had to, and since he was under Mamma'’s medical
treatment, he had to be polite.” — Maya'’s explanation of Mr Nath'’s politeness.

Practice Set

e Who are the main characters in the story?
¢ Why do Nishad and Maya suspect Mr Nath?

e Describe the relationship between Mr Nath and the restaurant worker Ramesh.
¢ What clues do the children find about Mr Nath'’s visitor?
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e Analyze how the children’s perceptions of Mr Nath change throughout the story.
¢ Discuss the theme of loneliness as portrayed in the story.

Answer Key

e Level I: Nishad (Seven), Maya, Mr Nath.

e Level I: They suspect Mr Nath because of his scarred face, solitary life, and mysterious

behaviour.

e Level 2 Ramesh delivers meals to Mr Nath and mentions a visitor who comes every

Sunday.
e Level 2: The visitor is tall, fair, stout, wears spectacles, and talks a lot.

e Level 3: Initially suspicious, the children gather facts that show Mr Nath is polite and

pays well, leading to mixed feelings.
e lLevel 3: Mr Nath's isolation and lack of friends highlight the theme of loneliness.



Quick Reference

Mr Nath: mysterious neighbour with burn scars

Nishad and Maya: curious children investigating
Ramesh: restaurant worker delivering food

Visitor: spectacled man visiting Sundays

Glossary

¢ Alias: A false or assumed name
e Gaunt: Very thin and bony
e Accomplice: A partner in crime

Expert Detectives Part Il Summary

In Part Il, Maya writes down all the facts they know about Mr Nath to help solve the
mystery. The list includes his name, behaviour, lack of visitors except one, and his solitary
lifestyle. Nishad feels sorry for Mr Nath and wants to be his friend, while Maya remains
convinced he is a crook. Their differing opinions create tension, but they continue their
investigation. The story explores themes of friendship, suspicion, and understanding
others.

Key Elements

e Characters: Maya, Nishad (Seven), Mr Nath
e Themes: Friendship, suspicion, loneliness, conflict of opinions
¢ Plot Development: Maya's detailed fact list, Nishad’s empathy

Textual Evidence



“Fact Number 1, his name is Mr Nath. We must discover his first name.” — Maya'’s
investigative approach.

“Poor man, Maya, he must be so lonely if he doesn’t have any friends.” — Nishad’s empathy.

Practice Set

¢ What facts does Maya list about Mr Nath?
e Why does Nishad want to be friends with Mr Nath?

¢ Explain the conflict between Maya and Nishad regarding Mr Nath.
e What does the visitor’s presence suggest?

¢ Discuss how Maya’s and Nishad'’s perspectives represent different ways of
understanding people.
¢ Analyze the role of suspicion and empathy in the story.

Answer Key

¢ Level I: Maya lists facts about Mr Nath's behaviour, visitors, and lifestyle.

¢ Level 1: Nishad feels sorry for Mr Nath and wants to be his friend because he seems
lonely.

e Level 2: Maya suspects Mr Nath is a crook; Nishad believes he is lonely and
misunderstood.

e Level 2: The visitor may be an accomplice or a friend.



e Level 3: Maya's suspicion contrasts with Nishad’'s empathy, showing different human
responses.

¢ Level 3: Suspicion drives the mystery; empathy adds depth to character
understanding.

Quick Reference

e Maya: analytical and suspicious
¢ Nishad: empathetic and friendly
e Mr Nath: mysterious and lonely

Glossary

e Accomplice: A partner in crime
e Empathy: Understanding and sharing feelings of others
e Suspicion: A feeling that someone is guilty of something wrong

Mystery of the Talking Fan Poem Summary

"Mystery of the Talking Fan" is a short poem by Maude Rubin that imagines a ceiling fan as
if it could talk. The poem humorously describes the fan’s “electrical chatter” which is
actually the sound it makes when running. The mystery is spoiled when the fan is oiled
and runs silently, showing that the noise was due to friction. The poem uses
personification to give the fan human qualities, making it an enjoyable read for children.

Key Elements

e Poet: Maude Rubin
e Theme: Imagination, personification, mystery of everyday objects
e Lliterary Device: Personification — the fan is described as talking

Textual Evidence



“Once there was a talking fan — Electrical his chatter.”

“Because one day somebody oiled His little whirling motor And all the mystery was spoiled
— He ran as still as water.”

Practice Set

e What does the “talking fan” represent?
e Why did the fan stop making noise?

e Explain the use of personification in the poem.
e What is the “mystery” mentioned in the poem?

e Write a short dialogue between the fan and a mechanic as suggested in the poem.
¢ Discuss how the poem uses imagination to explain a common phenomenon.

Answer Key

e lLevel I: The talking fan represents a ceiling fan making noise.

¢ Level I: The fan stopped making noise because it was oiled.

e lLevel 2: Personification is used by giving the fan the ability to talk.

e Level 2: The mystery is why the fan makes noise, which is solved by oiling it.

e Level 3: (Sample dialogue) Fan: "I'm tired of all this noise!" Mechanic: “Let me oil you to
make you quiet.



e Level 3: The poem uses imagination to make a mechanical sound seem like talking,
making it fun and relatable.

Quick Reference

e Personification: giving human traits to non-human things
e Imagery: describing sounds as chatter
e Theme: curiosity about everyday objects

Glossary

¢ Personification: Attributing human qualities to objects or animals
e Chatter: Continuous light talking or noise
¢ Oiled: Applied oil to reduce friction

Spoonerism and Common Errors

Spoonerism is a humorous mistake in speech where the initial sounds of two or more
words are swapped. For example, saying “a well-boiled icicle” instead of “a well-oiled
bicycle.” This error often happens accidentally and can change the meaning of a
sentence in a funny way.

Key Elements

¢ Definition: Swapping initial sounds of words
e Example: “a well-boiled icicle” instead of “a well-oiled bicycle”
e Common Errors: Mispronunciations that change meaning

Textual Evidence



“Rahul’s teacher was angry. Rahul had failed twice in term examinations. The teacher
thundered, ‘You have tasted two worms already.” — The teacher meant “You have wasted
two terms already.”

Practice Set

e What is spoonerism?
e Give an example of spoonerism.

¢ |dentify the spoonerism in the sentence: “You have tasted two worms already.”
e Explain why spoonerisms can be funny.

e Create your own spoonerism sentence.
¢ Discuss how spoonerisms can affect communication.

Answer Key

e Level I: Spoonerism is swapping initial sounds of words.

e Level I: Example: “a well-boiled icicle” for “a well-oiled bicycle.”

¢ Level 2: The spoonerism is “tasted two worms” instead of “wasted two terms.”

e Level 2: Spoonerisms are funny because they create unexpected and silly meanings.

e Level 3: (Example) “You have hissed all my mystery lectures.” (instead of missed all
my history lectures)

e Level 3: Spoonerisms can cause confusion but also add humor to speech.



Quick Reference

e Spoonerism: swapping sounds in words
e Common error: mispronunciation changing meaning
e Humor: often unintentional and funny

Glossary

e Spoonerism: A speech error swapping initial sounds
e Mispronunciation: Incorrect pronunciation of words
e Term: A school semester or period



