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North, South, East, West Summary

"North, South, East, West" is a prose piece from the English syllabus that narrates the travel
experiences of Shaana, a young girl from Rameswaram island. Accompanied by her
parents, Shaana journeys across various parts of India, exploring diverse landscapes,
cultures, and climates. She shares her adventures through postcards addressed to her
school friends, providing vivid descriptions of the places she visits, the natural
environment, and the activities she enjoys.

The story highlights the geographical diversity of India, from the snowy glaciers of Kashmir
in the north to the deserts of Gujarat in the west, the dense forests of Arunachal Pradesh in
the east, and the beaches of the south. Through Shaana's eyes, readers learn about
different states, their unique features, and the rich cultural tapestry of the country.

Key Elements

e Theme: Exploration and appreciation of India’s diverse geography and culture.

e Setting: Various locations across India including Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh, West Bengal, Gujarat, Goa, Chennai, and Rameswaram.

e Characters: Shaana (narrator), her parents (Amma and Appa), and her school
friends (recipients of the postcards).

e Format: Series of postcards written by Shaana.



Textual Evidence

Shaana writes, I'm way up north, at the Thajiwas glacier in Kashmir. The glaciers are white
and blue and we have to wear four layers of clothes.” This line vividly describes the cold
climate and snowy landscape of Kashmir.

Another example: "We also saw crocodiles and a lonely snake while boating in the
Sundarbans,” which introduces readers to the unique wetland ecosystem of West Bengal.

Solved Example

Question: Describe Shaana's experience at the Thajiwas glacier.

Answer: Shaana describes the Thajiwas glacier as a place with white and blue glaciers
where she and her parents had to wear four layers of clothes to keep warm. She enjoyed
throwing snowballs with her parents, although she found it difficult to write her postcard
because her hands were cold from not wearing gloves.

Practice Set

Where is Shaana from?

What activity did Shaana enjoy at the Thajiwas glacier?

List three different landscapes Shaana visited during her travels.

Explain the significance of the Sundarbans as described by Shaana.



e Analyze how Shaana'’s postcards help in understanding the cultural and
geographical diversity of India.
¢ Discuss the role of family in Shaana'’s travel experiences.

Answer Key

e Where is Shaana from? Shaana is from Rameswaram island.

¢ What activity did Shaana enjoy at the Thajiwas glacier? She enjoyed throwing
snowballs with her parents.

e List three different landscapes Shaana visited during her travels. Glaciers in Kashmir,
wetlands in Sundarbans, desert in Gujarat.

¢ Explain the significance of the Sundarbans as described by Shaana. The Sundarbans
is a wetland area where mangrove trees grow in seawater, and it is home to
crocodiles and snakes. It is a unique ecosystem that Shaana had not known about
before.

¢ Analyze how Shaana'’s postcards help in understanding the cultural and
geographical diversity of India. Through her postcards, Shaana shares detailed
observations of different regions, their climates, wildlife, and local activities, which
collectively showcase the vast diversity of India’s geography and culture.

¢ Discuss the role of family in Shaana'’s travel experiences. Shaana’s parents
accompany her on the journey, sharing in the experiences and making the travels
enjoyable and memorable, as seen in their playful snowball fights and rafting
adventures.

Quick Reference

¢ Thajiwas glacier: Snowy region in Kashmir, cold climate.

¢ Himachal Pradesh: Mountainous state with colorful birds and forests.
¢ Arunachal Pradesh: Eastern state with dense forests and wildlife.

e Sundarbans: Wetland area with mangroves, crocodiles, and snakes.
e Gujarat: Desert region with hot and dry climate.

e Goa: Known for plateaus, hills, and beaches.

e Chennai and Puducherry: Coastal areas with surfing activities.

e Rameswaram: Shaana’s home island.



Glossary

e Chirping: Short, sharp sounds made by birds.

e Snoring: Loud noise made while breathing during sleep.

e Rafting: Sport of traveling down a river in an inflatable boat.
e Surf: Water sport involving riding waves on a board.

¢ Dive: To swim underwater using special equipment.

e Pebbles: Small, smooth stones found on beaches.

Character Sketch of Shaana

Shaana is the young narrator of the story who lives on Rameswaram island. She is curious,
adventurous, and observant, showing a keen interest in exploring the diverse regions of
India. Through her postcards, she expresses excitement and wonder at the new
experiences she encounters, such as playing in the snow, rafting in rivers, and learning to
surf. Shaana is also affectionate and thoughtful, often sending love to her teachers and
friends, indicating her strong social bonds.

Key Traits

Adventurous: Eager to explore different parts of India.
Observant: Notices details about landscapes, wildlife, and culture.

Affectionate: Sends warm messages to friends and family.

Playful: Enjoys activities like snowball fights and surfing.

Textual Evidence

‘I would love to meet a bear and give it a hug.” This shows her innocence and friendly
nature.

"Amma and Appa splashed water on each other and behaved like children.” This reflects
her close and loving relationship with her parents.



Solved Example

Question: How does Shaana’s character contribute to the story?

Answer: Shaana'’s curious and enthusiastic nature drives the narrative as she explores
different parts of India. Her observations and experiences provide readers with insights
into the country’s diversity, making the story engaging and informative.

Practice Set

e Who accompanies Shaana on her travels?
e What does Shaana enjoy doing in the snow?

e Describe Shaana’s feelings about Arunachal Pradesh.
e How does Shaana'’s relationship with her parents appear in the story?

e Analyze how Shaana’s character helps in portraying the cultural diversity of India.
¢ Discuss the importance of Shaana’s letters in the narrative structure.

Answer Key

¢ Who accompanies Shaana on her travels? Her parents, Amma and Appa.
¢ What does Shaana enjoy doing in the snow? Throwing snowballs and playing with
her parents.



Describe Shaana's feelings about Arunachal Pradesh. She loves Arunachal Pradesh
the best so far and enjoys the thick forest and hopes to see red pandas.

How does Shaana's relationship with her parents appear in the story? It is warm and
playful; they share fun moments like snowball fights and rafting together.

Analyze how Shaana’s character helps in portraying the cultural diversity of India.
Through her curious and open-minded perspective, Shaana explores and
appreciates different cultures, languages, and environments, helping readers
understand India’s diversity.

Discuss the importance of Shaana’s letters in the narrative structure. The letters serve
as a personal and engaging way to narrate the journey, making the story relatable
and vivid for readers.

Quick Reference

e Shaana: Young, curious, adventurous girl from Rameswaram.
e Amma and Appa: Shaana'’s parents, supportive and playful.

Glossary

¢ Playful: Full of fun and games.
e Curious: Eager to learn or know more.

Themes in North, South, East, West

The story explores several important themes that help students understand the cultural
and geographical richness of India.

Key Themes

¢ Unity in Diversity: The story shows how different regions of India have unique features

but are all part of one country.

e Exploration and Learning: Shaana'’s journey represents the joy of discovering new

places and gaining knowledge.



e Family Bonding: The travels strengthen the relationship between Shaana and her
parents.

e Respect for Nature: Observations about glaciers, forests, rivers, and wildlife highlight
the importance of the natural environment.

Textual Evidence

‘I hope we get to travel like this again, and maybe next time we can take our friends with
us.” This reflects the theme of sharing experiences and learning together.

"Amma tells me that places like the Sundarbans are called wetlands.” This shows the
educational aspect of the journey.

Solved Example

Question: What does the theme of unity in diversity mean in the story?

Answer: It means that although India has many different regions with distinct cultures,
languages, and landscapes, they all come together to form one nation. Shaana’s travels
show this variety and unity.

Practice Set

e \What is one natural feature Shaana describes in her travels?
e \Who does Shaana travel with?



Explain the theme of family bonding in the story.

How does the story show respect for nature?

Discuss how the theme of exploration is important for young readers.

Analyze how the story promotes national integration.

Answer Key

¢ What is one natural feature Shaana describes in her travels? The glaciers in Kashmir.

¢ Who does Shaana travel with? Her parents, Amma and Appa.

e Explain the theme of family bonding in the story. The story shows how traveling
together creates fun and memorable experiences, strengthening the family
relationship.

e How does the story show respect for nature? By describing different natural
environments and wildlife, the story encourages appreciation and care for nature.

e Discuss how the theme of exploration is important for young readers. It inspires
curiosity and a desire to learn about the world beyond their immediate surroundings.

¢ Analyze how the story promotes national integration. By showcasing the diverse yet
connected parts of Indiq, the story fosters a sense of pride and unity among readers.

Quick Reference

Unity in Diversity: Different cultures united as one nation.

Exploration: Discovering new places and knowledge.

Family Bonding: Strengthening relationships through shared experiences.
Respect for Nature: Valuing the environment and wildlife.

Glossary

¢ Integration: The process of combining parts into a whole.
¢ Wetlands: Areas where water covers the soil, like the Sundarbans.






