
Objectives of Classification

Classification of data is essential in statistics to organize raw data systematically. The
main objectives of classification are:

To bring out points of similarities and dissimilarities: Grouping data helps identify
common characteristics and differences among data points.
To reduce complexity: Simplifies large data sets by grouping similar items together.
To facilitate comparison: Enables easy comparison between different groups or
categories.
To arrange scientifically: Data is organized logically for better understanding and
analysis.
To make simple and brief: Summarizes data to avoid overwhelming details.
To provide base for analysis: Structured data forms the foundation for further
statistical analysis.

Practice Set

Objectives of Classification
Characteristics of Good Classification
Methods or Basis of Classification
Kinds of Variable
Statistical Series Based on Quantitative Values
Univariate Frequency Distribution Types
Terminology Used in Classification According to Class-intervals
Methods for Formation of Class-intervals
Cumulative Frequency Distribution
Relative Frequency Distribution
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Level 1: List two objectives of classification of data.
Level 2: Explain how classification helps in reducing complexity of data.
Level 3: Discuss the importance of scientific arrangement in classification with
examples.

Answer Key

Objectives include bringing out similarities/dissimilarities, reducing complexity,
facilitating comparison, arranging scientifically, making data simple and brief, and
providing a base for analysis.
Classification groups similar data points, reducing the volume and making it easier
to interpret.
Scientific arrangement ensures data is logically grouped, e.g., grouping sales data by
region helps analyze regional performance.

Quick Reference

Classification simplifies and organizes data.
Key for effective data analysis.

Glossary

Classification: Process of grouping data based on common characteristics.

Characteristics of Good Classification

A good classification of data should have the following characteristics:

Exhaustive: All data items must be included in some class.
Mutually exclusive: No data item should belong to more than one class.
Stability: Classification should remain valid over time.
Flexibility: Should allow addition of new data without major changes.



Homogeneity: Items in a class should be similar.
Suitability: Should be appropriate for the purpose of study.
Arithmetical Accuracy: Classes should be defined with precise numerical limits.

Practice Set

Level 1: Define mutually exclusive classes.
Level 2: Why is homogeneity important in classification?
Level 3: Explain the significance of flexibility in classification with an example.

Answer Key

Mutually exclusive classes mean no data point belongs to more than one class.
Homogeneity ensures that data within a class are similar, making analysis
meaningful.
Flexibility allows new data to be added without disrupting existing classes, e.g.,
adding a new product category in sales data.

Quick Reference

Good classification is exhaustive, mutually exclusive, stable, flexible, homogeneous,
suitable, and accurate.

Glossary

Mutually Exclusive: Classes that do not overlap.
Homogeneity: Similarity within a class.

Methods or Basis of Classification

Data can be classified based on various methods or criteria:



Geographical: Classification based on location, e.g., sales by region.
Chronological: Based on time sequence, e.g., sales by year.
Attributes: Based on qualities or characteristics, subdivided into:

Simple: Classification by a single attribute.
Manifold: Classification by multiple attributes.

Numerical Classification: Based on numerical values or measurements.

Practice Set

Level 1: Give an example of geographical classification.
Level 2: Differentiate between simple and manifold attribute classification.
Level 3: How does chronological classification help in trend analysis?

Answer Key

Example: Sales data classified by states.
Simple uses one attribute; manifold uses multiple attributes simultaneously.
Chronological classification arranges data over time, helping identify trends and
patterns.

Quick Reference

Classification methods include geographical, chronological, attribute-based, and
numerical.

Glossary

Geographical Classification: Grouping data by location.
Chronological Classification: Grouping data by time.



Kinds of Variable

Variables in statistics are classified into two types:

Discrete Variable: Variables that take exact, finite values and cannot be expressed in
fractions. Example: Number of students in a class.
Continuous Variable: Variables that can take any value within a range, including
fractions. Example: Height, weight.

Practice Set

Level 1: Define discrete variable with an example.
Level 2: Explain continuous variable with an example.
Level 3: Differentiate between discrete and continuous variables.

Answer Key

Discrete variable: Takes exact values, e.g., number of cars.
Continuous variable: Takes any value within a range, e.g., temperature.
Discrete variables are countable and exact; continuous variables are measurable
and can take fractional values.

Quick Reference

Discrete: Exact, countable values.
Continuous: Any value within a range.

Glossary

Discrete Variable: Variable with distinct separate values.
Continuous Variable: Variable with values in a continuous range.



Statistical Series Based on Quantitative Values

Statistical series based on quantitative data are of two types:

Individual Series: Data items are listed individually as observations.
Frequency Distribution Series: Data are grouped into classes showing frequency of
occurrence.

Frequency distribution series are further classified as:

Univariate Frequency Distribution: Involves one variable.
Bivariate Frequency Distribution: Involves two variables studied simultaneously.

Practice Set

Level 1: What is an individual series?
Level 2: Differentiate between univariate and bivariate frequency distributions.
Level 3: Give an example of bivariate frequency distribution.

Answer Key

Individual series lists each observation separately.
Univariate involves one variable; bivariate involves two variables.
Example: Height and weight distribution of students.

Quick Reference

Individual series: raw data points.
Frequency distribution: grouped data with frequencies.



Glossary

Individual Series: Data listed as individual observations.
Frequency Distribution: Data grouped into classes with frequencies.

Univariate Frequency Distribution Types

Univariate frequency distribution can be of two types:

Discrete Series: Data with exact measurements clearly indicated.
Continuous Series: Data expressed in class intervals representing ranges.

Practice Set

Level 1: Define discrete series with an example.
Level 2: What is a continuous series?
Level 3: How do discrete and continuous series differ in data presentation?

Answer Key

Discrete series: Data with exact values, e.g., number of cars sold.
Continuous series: Data grouped in intervals, e.g., age groups 20-29, 30-39.
Discrete series lists exact values; continuous series groups data into ranges.

Quick Reference

Discrete: exact values.
Continuous: grouped intervals.



Glossary

Discrete Series: Frequency distribution with exact data points.
Continuous Series: Frequency distribution with class intervals.

Terminology Used in Classification According to Class-
intervals

Key terms related to class intervals in grouped frequency distribution:

Class-interval: Range between two limits within which data items fall.
Class-limit: The lower and upper boundaries of a class interval.
Magnitude of class-interval (Class-width): Difference between upper and lower class
limits.
Mid-value / Mid-point / Central Size: The central value of a class interval, calculated
as the average of class limits.
Class-frequency: Number of observations within a class interval.
Frequency-Density: Frequency per unit class width, calculated as frequency divided
by class width.
Range: Difference between the lowest lower limit and highest upper limit in the data.

Practice Set

Level 1: Define class-interval.
Level 2: How is mid-value calculated?
Level 3: Explain frequency density with an example.

Answer Key

Class-interval is the range between two limits containing data.
Mid-value = (Lower limit + Upper limit) / 2.
Frequency density = Frequency / Class width; e.g., if frequency is 20 and class width is
5, frequency density = 4.



Quick Reference

Class-interval: data range.
Mid-value: center of class.
Frequency density: frequency per unit class width.

Glossary

Class-interval: Group range in frequency distribution.
Mid-value: Central point of class interval.
Frequency Density: Frequency per unit class width.

Methods for Formation of Class-intervals

Two main methods to form class intervals:

Exclusive Method: Upper limit of a class is not included in that class. For example, 0-10,
10-20, where 10 belongs to the next class.
Inclusive Method: Both lower and upper limits are included in the class. For example,
0-9, 10-19.

Change of Inclusive Class-intervals into Exclusive Class Intervals: Calculate half the
difference between the upper limit of one group and the lower limit of the next group. Add
this half to the upper limit of the first group and subtract it from the lower limit of the next
group.

Practice Set

Level 1: Differentiate between exclusive and inclusive class intervals.
Level 2: Convert inclusive class intervals 0-9 and 10-19 into exclusive intervals.



Level 3: Explain the importance of choosing the correct method for class intervals.

Answer Key

Exclusive excludes upper limit; inclusive includes both limits.
Half difference = (10 - 9)/2 = 0.5; Exclusive intervals: 0-9.5, 9.5-19.5.
Correct method ensures no overlap or gaps in data classification.

Quick Reference

Exclusive: upper limit excluded.
Inclusive: both limits included.

Glossary

Exclusive Class Interval: Class where upper limit is excluded.
Inclusive Class Interval: Class where both limits are included.

Cumulative Frequency Distribution

Cumulative frequency distribution is the running total of frequencies up to a certain class
interval. It is of two types:

“Less than” Cumulative Frequency Distribution: Downward cumulation showing
number of observations less than a given value (based on lower limits).
“More than” Cumulative Frequency Distribution: Upward cumulation showing number
of observations more than a given value (based on upper limits).

Practice Set



Level 1: What is cumulative frequency?
Level 2: Differentiate between “less than” and “more than” cumulative frequency.
Level 3: Construct a “less than” cumulative frequency distribution from given data.

Answer Key

Cumulative frequency is the total frequency up to a class interval.
“Less than” cumulates frequencies from the start up to a class; “more than”
cumulates frequencies from the end down to a class.
Working depends on data; add frequencies successively for “less than” distribution.

Quick Reference

Cumulative frequency: running total of frequencies.
Types: less than and more than.

Glossary

Cumulative Frequency: Sum of frequencies up to a class.

Relative Frequency Distribution

Relative frequency distribution expresses actual frequencies as a percentage of the total
number of observations. It helps in understanding the proportion of data in each class.

Practice Set

Level 1: Define relative frequency.
Level 2: How is relative frequency calculated?
Level 3: Calculate relative frequency if frequency is 30 and total observations are 150.



Answer Key

Relative frequency = (Frequency / Total observations) × 100%
Calculation: (30 / 150) × 100% = 20%

Quick Reference

Relative frequency = frequency as a percentage of total.

Glossary

Relative Frequency: Percentage representation of frequency.


