
Militarisation and Economic Growth in Japan

Japan is an archipelago consisting of more than 3000 islands, with the four main islands
being Honshu, Kyushu, Shikoku, and Hokkaido. Known as the "land of the rising sun,"
Japan's political system was historically headed by the emperor, known as the Mikado, but
real power was held by the Shoguns. The Shoguns established Edo (modern-day Tokyo)
as their capital, which became the most populous city by the 17th century. In 1868,
Emperor Mutsuhito, who took the title Meiji meaning "enlightened rule," restored imperial
power.

The arrival of Commander Perry from the United States influenced Japanese politics,
increasing the emperor's importance and leading to the removal of the Shogun. Under the
Meiji rule, feudalism was abolished in 1871, and major military reforms were introduced. The
Meiji Constitution was adopted in 1889, establishing a new political framework. Educational
reforms included the establishment of Tokyo University in 1877. The government adopted
the slogan "Fukoko Kyohei" meaning "rich country, strong army," emphasizing national
strength.
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Japan defeated China in the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-95, gaining prestige and
territorial advantages through the Treaty of Shimonoseki. This victory shocked China and
inspired calls for reform. The Anglo-Japanese Alliance of 1902 marked the first equal treaty
between a European and an Asian country. The Russo-Japanese War of 1904-05 resulted
in Japan's victory and recognition of its supremacy in Korea and Manchuria through the
Treaty of Portsmouth.

Japan's industrial growth was rapid but founded on exploitation of workers and
environmental degradation. Low wages and small peasant holdings led to unrest,
including the "rice mutinies." Trade unions gained power in the 1920s, leading to strikes, but
communist and socialist movements were suppressed. The military gained independent
control after 1890, and Japan expanded its colonial empire, culminating in its involvement
in World War II.

Japan suffered a devastating defeat in 1945, including the atomic bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki. After surrendering unconditionally, Japan was occupied by the United
States, which helped rebuild its economy. The Liberal Democratic Party led post-war
economic growth, known as the "post-war miracle," aided by technological advances and
demand from the Korean and Vietnam wars. Today, Japan is a developed and prosperous
nation.

Exam Questions

Question 1:

What were the major reforms introduced during the Meiji Restoration?

Answer:

The Meiji Restoration abolished feudalism, introduced military reforms, adopted a new
constitution in 1889, established modern education including Tokyo University, and
promoted industrial and economic modernization under the slogan "rich country, strong
army."



Question 2:

How did Japan's victories in the Sino-Japanese and Russo-Japanese wars affect its
international status?

Answer:

Japan's victories enhanced its prestige, established it as a major imperial power in Asia,
led to territorial gains in Korea and Manchuria, and resulted in the Anglo-Japanese
Alliance, marking Japan's recognition as a world power.

China and the Communist Alternative

China is a vast continental country dominated by three major river systems: the Huang Ho
(Yellow River), the Yangtse, and the Pearl River. The country is largely mountainous and
ethnically diverse, with the Han majority speaking Chinese (Putonghua) and other groups
speaking Cantonese and Shanghainese. Regional diversity is also reflected in Chinese
cuisine.

In the early 20th century, three main groups debated China's future: early reformers like
Kang Youwei and Liang Qichao who sought to adapt traditional ideas; republican
revolutionaries led by Sun Yat-Sen who aimed to establish a republic; and the Communist
Party of China (CCP) which sought to end inequalities and foreign domination.

Modern China's beginnings trace back to encounters with the West in the 16th and 17th
centuries, with Jesuit missionaries introducing Western sciences. The 19th century Opium
Wars (1839-42) weakened the Qing dynasty and spurred demands for reform. Qing
reformers attempted to modernize administration, military, and education, but Confucian
traditions were seen as obstacles.

The Manchu empire was overthrown in 1911, and the Republic of China was established
under Sun Yat-Sen, whose Three Principles were nationalism, democracy, and socialism.



The post-World War I May Fourth Movement in 1919 promoted science, democracy, and
nationalism. The Guomindang (Nationalist Party) and CCP emerged as major forces, with
Chiang Kai-shek leading the Guomindang in military campaigns to unify China.

The Guomindang failed to address peasant issues and social inequalities, while the CCP,
founded in 1921 and led by Mao Zedong, based its revolution on the peasantry. The
People's Republic of China was established in 1949, introducing New Democracy and
government control over key economic sectors.

Mao launched the Great Leap Forward in 1958 to rapidly industrialize, followed by the
Cultural Revolution in 1965 to eliminate old customs and culture, which disrupted the
economy and education. After Mao's death in 1976, China adopted the Four
Modernizations focusing on science, industry, agriculture, and defense, and began
economic liberalization and integration with the world market.

Chiang Kai-shek fled to Taiwan, establishing a repressive government that later
transitioned to democracy. The question of reunification with mainland China remains
unresolved.

Exam Questions

Question 1:

What were the Three Principles of Sun Yat-Sen and their significance?

Answer:

The Three Principles were nationalism, democratic government, and socialism aimed at
regulating capital and equalizing landholdings. They formed the basis of the republican
revolution and political philosophy of the Guomindang.

Question 2:



Describe the impact of the Cultural Revolution on China.

Answer:

The Cultural Revolution aimed to eliminate old culture and customs but severely disrupted
the economy and education, weakened the Communist Party, and caused social and
political turmoil.

The Two Roads to Modernisation

Japan and China followed different paths to modernization, reflecting their unique
histories and social structures. Japan retained its independence by blending traditional
skills with new ideas, such as the Meiji school system which combined Western subjects
with loyalty to the nation. Changes in family life and daily customs also reflected this
synthesis of foreign and indigenous elements.

China, in contrast, sought to build national unity by rejecting traditions seen as barriers to
progress. The Communist Party blamed traditional culture for poverty, inequality, and
underdevelopment, striving to transform society. After Mao's death, China introduced
economic reforms incorporating capitalist principles, opened to international trade, and
joined the World Trade Organization.

Today, China balances strong political control with economic liberalization, while also
experiencing a revival of traditional ideas like Confucianism, suggesting a unique path to
modern society that does not simply imitate the West.

Exam Questions

Question 1:

How did Japan's approach to modernization differ from China's?



Answer:

Japan combined traditional practices with Western ideas to modernize while maintaining
independence, whereas China rejected many traditions and adopted communist
ideology to transform society, later incorporating capitalist economic reforms.

Question 2:

What are the Four Modernizations introduced in China?

Answer:

The Four Modernizations focused on developing science, industry, agriculture, and defense
to modernize China's economy and society.

Solved Examples

Example 1:

Question: Explain the significance of the Meiji Constitution of 1889.

Answer: The Meiji Constitution established a constitutional monarchy in Japan, creating a
modern political system with a parliament and legal framework that supported rapid
industrialization and military strengthening, helping Japan emerge as a world power.

Example 2:

Question: What was the impact of the Treaty of Portsmouth (1905) on Japan's status?



Answer: The Treaty of Portsmouth ended the Russo-Japanese War, with Russia recognizing
Japan's dominance in Korea and Manchuria, marking Japan's rise as a major imperial
power and encouraging Asian nationalist movements.

Practice Set

Easy

What is the meaning of the slogan "Fukoko Kyohei"?
Name the four main islands of Japan.

Moderate

Describe the role of the Samurai in pre-Meiji Japan.
What were the causes and consequences of the Sino-Japanese War?

Challenging

Compare and contrast the modernization paths of Japan and China.
Explain the effects of the Cultural Revolution on Chinese society and economy.

Answer Key

Easy

"Fukoko Kyohei" means "rich country, strong army."
The four main islands are Honshu, Kyushu, Shikoku, and Hokkaido.

Moderate



The Samurai were a warrior class who supported the Shogun and played important
administrative roles; they upheld the feudal system.
The Sino-Japanese War was caused by competition over Korea; Japan's victory
increased its imperial power and weakened China.

Challenging

Japan blended traditional and Western ideas to modernize while maintaining
independence; China rejected traditions and adopted communism, later embracing
economic reforms.
The Cultural Revolution disrupted education and economy, weakened the
Communist Party, and caused social upheaval.

Quick Reference

Meiji Restoration (1868): Restoration of imperial rule and modernization in Japan.
Sino-Japanese War (1894-95): Japan's victory over China, marking its rise as a
power.
Guomindang: Nationalist Party in China founded by Sun Yat-Sen.
Chinese Communist Party (CCP): Founded in 1921, led by Mao Zedong.
Cultural Revolution (1966): Mao's campaign to enforce communist ideology, causing
disruption.
Four Modernizations: China's focus on science, industry, agriculture, and defense after
1978.

Glossary

Shogun
Military rulers in Japan who held real power while the emperor was a figurehead.

Daimyos
Powerful feudal landlords in Japan responsible for military service and local
governance.

Zaibatsu



Large family-controlled business conglomerates dominating Japan's economy
before World War II.

Guomindang
The Nationalist Party of China founded by Sun Yat-Sen.

New Democracy
A political concept in China combining elements of socialism and capitalism during
early communist rule.

Cultural Revolution
A socio-political movement in China initiated by Mao Zedong to preserve communist
ideology by removing capitalist and traditional elements.

Timeline of Japan's Path to Modernisation

Year Event Significance

1603
Establishment of Edo Shogunate by
Tokugawa Ieyasu

Beginning of long period of feudal rule

1854 Signing of peace treaty with USA End of Japan's isolation

1868 Meiji Restoration
Restoration of imperial power and start
of modernization

1889 Adoption of Meiji Constitution Creation of modern government system

1894-
95

Sino-Japanese War Japan's rise as imperial power

1904-
05

Russo-Japanese War
Recognition of Japan's supremacy in
Korea and Manchuria

1910 Annexation of Korea Expansion of Japanese empire

1914-18 Participation in First World War Enhanced Japan's international status

1945 Atomic bombings and surrender
End of World War II and start of US
occupation

1964 Tokyo Olympics
Symbol of Japan's recovery and global
status

Timeline of China's Path to Modernisation



Time Period /

Year
Event / Change Importance

1644-1911 Qing Dynasty rule Last imperial dynasty of China

1839-60 Two Opium Wars
Weakened Qing dynasty and increased
foreign influence

1911
Republic established under
Sun Yat-Sen

End of imperial rule

1919 May Fourth Movement
Promotion of science, democracy, and
nationalism

1921
Founding of Chinese
Communist Party

Start of communist movement

1926-49 Civil Wars
Struggle for control between
Guomindang and CCP

1934 Long March
CCP's strategic retreat and
consolidation

1949
People's Republic of China
established

Communist victory and new
government

1966 Cultural Revolution begins Political and social upheaval

1978
Introduction of Four
Modernizations

Economic reforms and opening up


