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Human Geography Nature And Scope
Geography : Fundamentals Of Human Geography



Human Geography Nature and Scope

Human Geography is the branch of geography that studies the relationship between
humans and their environment. It focuses on how human activities influence and are
influenced by the physical environment, and how spatial distributions of human
phenomena occur.

Difference Between Physical and Human Geography

Physical geography studies the natural environment including landforms, climate,
vegetation, and soils. Human geography studies the social, cultural, economic, and
political aspects of human life and their spatial patterns.

Exam Question: What is the main difference between physical geography and human
geography?

Answer: Physical geography studies natural features and processes of the Earth, while
human geography studies human activities and their relationship with the environment.

Concepts of Environmental Determinism and Possibilism

Environmental determinism is the idea that the physical environment, especially climate
and terrain, determines human activities and societal development. Possibilism argues
that while the environment offers possibilities, humans have the agency to choose and
modify their environment using technology and culture.

Exam Question: Define environmental determinism and possibilism.

Answer: Environmental determinism states that the environment controls human life,
whereas possibilism suggests that humans can adapt and modify the environment to
create opportunities.



Schools of Thought in Human Geography

There are several schools of thought in human geography:

Welfare or Humanistic School: Focuses on social well-being and quality of life.
Radical School: Uses Marxian theory to analyze poverty, deprivation, and social
inequality.
Behavioural School: Emphasizes human perception and experience of space based
on ethnicity, race, religion, and other social categories.

Exam Question: What does the radical school of thought in human geography emphasize?

Answer: It emphasizes the role of economic class struggles and social inequality in
shaping human geography, based on Marxian theory.

Approaches to Study Human Geography

Human geography uses an interdisciplinary approach, integrating social sciences to
understand human interactions with the environment. It studies cultural landscapes,
urban development, population distribution, economic activities, and political
organization.

Exam Question: Why is human geography considered interdisciplinary?

Answer: Because it combines methods and insights from various social sciences to study
human-environment interactions comprehensively.

Interaction Between Humans and Environment



Initially, humans were heavily dependent on nature, a concept known as environmental
determinism. With technological advancement, humans began to modify and adapt the
environment, leading to cultural landscapes. Griffith Taylor introduced neo-determinism, a
middle path recognizing both environmental constraints and human agency.

Exam Question: What is neo-determinism in human geography?

Answer: Neo-determinism is the concept that humans can modify the environment within
certain limits, balancing environmental constraints and human freedom.

Environmental Issues Related to Human Activities

Human activities have led to environmental problems such as global warming, ozone
layer depletion, receding glaciers, and land degradation. These issues highlight the need
for sustainable interaction with the environment.

Exam Question: Name two environmental problems caused by human activities.

Answer: Global warming and ozone layer depletion.

Fields and Sub-fields of Human Geography

Human geography includes various sub-fields such as social geography, urban
geography, cultural geography, economic geography, political geography, population
geography, and settlement geography. Each focuses on specific aspects of human life
and spatial patterns.

Exam Question: List any three sub-fields of human geography.

Answer: Social geography, urban geography, and economic geography.



Timeline of Key Concepts in Human Geography

Time Period /

Year
Event / Change Importance

Early Human
History

Human dependence on nature Environmental determinism concept

Early 20th
Century

Development of possibilism
Recognition of human agency in
modifying environment

Mid 20th
Century

Griffith Taylor's neo-
determinism

Balanced view of environment and
human interaction

Late 20th
Century

Emergence of behavioural and
radical schools

Focus on social well-being and
inequality

Solved Examples

Example 1: Explain how technology has changed the relationship between humans and
the environment.

Solution: Technology has allowed humans to overcome environmental constraints by
enabling them to modify landscapes, improve agriculture, build cities, and develop
transportation. This reduces direct dependence on natural conditions and increases
human control over the environment.

Example 2: Describe the concept of cultural landscape.

Solution: Cultural landscape refers to the visible imprint of human activity on the natural
environment, such as cities, farms, roads, and other modifications that reflect cultural
practices and technology.

Practice Set



Easy

Define human geography.
What is environmental determinism?

Moderate

Explain the difference between possibilism and environmental determinism.
List three sub-fields of human geography and their focus areas.

Challenging

Discuss the significance of neo-determinism in understanding human-environment
interaction.
How do behavioural and radical schools of thought differ in their approach to human
geography?

Answer Key

Human geography: The study of human activities and their relationship with the
environment.
Environmental determinism: The theory that the environment controls human
activities.
Difference between possibilism and environmental determinism: Possibilism states
humans can modify the environment; determinism states environment controls
humans.
Sub-fields of human geography: Social geography (social well-being), urban
geography (cities), economic geography (economic activities).
Neo-determinism significance: It balances environmental constraints with human
freedom to modify nature responsibly.
Behavioural vs Radical schools: Behavioural focuses on perception and experience;
radical focuses on economic inequality and class struggle.



Quick Reference

Human Geography: Study of human-environment relationships.
Environmental Determinism: Environment controls human life.
Possibilism: Humans adapt and modify environment.
Neo-determinism: Balanced interaction between humans and environment.
Global Warming: Rise in Earth's temperature due to greenhouse gases.
Marxian Theory: Class struggle drives societal development.

Glossary

Environmental Determinism
The belief that the physical environment determines human activities and societal
development.

Possibilism
The theory that humans have the ability to modify and adapt to their environment.

Neo-determinism
A concept that recognizes both environmental constraints and human agency in
shaping human activities.

Cultural Landscape
The visible imprint of human activity on the natural environment.

Global Warming
The long-term rise in Earth's average surface temperature due to greenhouse gases.

Marxian Theory
A social theory that explains societal development through class struggles and
economic systems.


