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Challenges for the New Nation State; Partition: Displacement
and Rehabilitation

India attained independence on the midnight of 14-15 August 1947, with Jawaharlal Nehru
delivering the iconic Tryst with Destiny’ speech. The goals after independence were clear:
to establish a democratic government and ensure the welfare of all, particularly the poor
and disadvantaged. However, independence came with Partition, bringing unprecedented
violence and displacement.

The leaders of independent India faced three key challenges:

¢ Maintaining national unity and integrating diverse regions: India’s vast diversity in
languages, cultures, and religions made many doubt its ability to remain united. The
Partition heightened fears, raising urgent questions about territorial integration and
the balance between national and regional identities.

¢ Establishing democracy: The Constitution provided a framework for representative
democracy, fundamental rights, and universal suffrage. The real test was to translate
these provisions into democratic practices.

e Ensuring development and equality: The Constitution emphasised equality,
protection for minorities, and welfare goals through the Directive Principles of State



Policy. Effective policies were needed to eradicate poverty and ensure the well-being
of all citizens.

Partition: Displacement and Rehabilitation

On 14-15 August 1947, British India was divided into two nations—India and Pakistan—
based on the Two Nation Theory, which argued that Hindus and Muslims were two
separate ‘nations.” While Congress opposed this theory, political developments and British
decisions led to Pakistan's creation.

Four Key Problems of Partition

e Geographical Complexity: No continuous Muslim-majority belt; Pakistan was split into
West and East Pakistan, separated by Indian territory.

e Opposition from Within: Leaders like Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan opposed the two-nation
theory, but regions like North-West Frontier Province were merged with Pakistan
despite resistance.

¢ Division of Punjab and Bengal: These provinces had mixed populations; their
bifurcation caused uncertainty and chaos as boundaries were finalised after
Independence.

¢ Mass Displacement and Violence: Hindus and Sikhs in Pakistan and Muslims in India
faced violence, displacement, and loss of homes, with lakhs forced to migrate under
traumatic conditions.

The partition left deep scars, marked by unprecedented violence, lack of preparedness,
and the immense emotional and economic toll on displaced populations.

Consequences of Partition

1. Mass Migration and Displacement: Partition led to one of history’s largest and most
tragic population transfers, with about 80 lakh people migrating across the border.
Communal zones emerged in cities like Lahore, Amritsar, and Kolkata. Displaced
people faced immense suffering, living in refugee camps for months or years, often
without support from local administration.



2. Violence and Atrocities: Widespread violence on both sides resulted in 5-10 lakh
deaths. Refugees were attacked during migration, and thousands of women were
abducted, forced to convert, or killed to protect family honour. Many families were
separated.

3. Division of Resources: Land, governance, financial assets, government employees,
railways, and even everyday items were divided between India and Pakistan.

4. Cultural and Emotional Impact: The partition caused a ‘division of hearts,” separating
communities that had lived together for centuries and causing deep emotional
trauma.

5. Secularism and Citizenship in India: Despite partition on religious lines, 10-12% of
India’s population in 1951 remained Muslim. The challenge was to ensure equal
treatment for all religions. The secular ideal was emphasised by national leaders and
later enshrined in the Indian Constitution.

6. Legacy of Partition: Partition created deep communal divides and shaped political
and social dynamics in both India and Pakistan, continuing to influence cultural
narratives and communal relations.

Exam Questions

Ql: What were the three main challenges faced by India after independence?

Answer: The three main challenges were maintaining national unity and integrating
diverse regions, establishing democracy, and ensuring development and equality.

Q2: Describe the impact of Partition on Indian society.

Answer: Partition caused mass migration and displacement, widespread violence and
atrocities, division of resources, cultural and emotional trauma, and challenged India’s
secular identity.

Q3: What is the significance of secularism in post-Partition India?

Answer: Secularism ensured equal treatment of all religions, helping to maintain national
unity and protect minority rights despite communal tensions.



Integration of Princely States

British India comprised British Indian Provinces, directly governed by the British, and
Princely States, which enjoyed internal autonomy under British paramountcy. These states
accounted for one-third of the empire’s land and a quarter of its population.

With the end of British rule, paramountcy lapsed, granting 565 Princely States the option to
join India, Pakistan, or remain independent. However, the decision rested with the rulers,
not the people. This created significant challenges as some rulers, like those of Travancore
and Hyderabad, declared independence, while others, like Bhopal, opposed integration.
These developments threatened India’s unity, risking fragmentation into numerous
undemocratic states and undermining the goals of unity, democracy, and self-
determination envisioned for a free India.

Government’s Approach to Integration

Under Sardar Patel, the interim government opposed India’s fragmentation. Princely states
were free to join India or Pakistan under the Mountbatten Plan, but Patel skillfully
negotiated their integration into India. The task was complicated by regions like Orissa (26
small states) and Saurashtra (14 big, 119 smalll states).

The government's strategy was guided by three factors:

e Public Will: Most people wanted to join India.
e Regional Flexibility: Autonomy was offered where necessary.
e Territorial Unity: Ensuring a unified India post Partition was essential.

By August 15, 1947, most states had joined India. Junagadh was resolved through a
plebiscite, while Hyderabad and Manipur required strategic action for integration.

Hyderabad



Hyderabad, the largest Princely State, was entirely surrounded by Indian territory. Parts of
the state are now in Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh. The Nizam, its ruler and
one of the world's richest men, sought independence and signed a standstill agreement
with India in November 1947 for a year to negotiate terms.

A people's movement against the Nizam's oppressive rule, particularly by peasants in the
Telangana region, gained momentum. Women actively joined the struggle due to
widespread oppression. Communists and the Hyderabad Congress led this movement,
with Hyderabad town as its nerve centre.

In response, the Nizam deployed the Razakars, a para-military force that committed
severe atrocities, especially against non-Muslims. To restore order, the Indian government
sent the army in September 1948. After a few days of fighting, the Nizam surrendered, and
Hyderabad officially acceded to India.

Manipur

Before Independence, Maharaja Bodhachandra Singh signed the Instrument of Accession
with India, ensuring Manipur’s internal autonomy. In June 1948, Manipur became the first
Indian region to hold elections based on universal adult franchise, transitioning into a
constitutional monarchy.

However, debates in the Legislative Assembly over merging with India created divisions.
While the state congress supported the merger, other parties opposed it. In September
1949, the Maharaja signed the Merger agreement under persuasion from the Indian
government, officially integrating Manipur into India.

Exam Questions

Ql: What challenges did India face in integrating the Princely States?



Answer: Challenges included some rulers declaring independence, opposition to
integration, and the risk of fragmentation into undemocratic states.

Q2: How was Hyderabad integrated into India?

Answer: After the Nizam sought independence and deployed the Razakars, the Indian
government sent the army in 1948. Following fighting, the Nizam surrendered and
Hyderabad acceded to India.

Q3: What was significant about Manipur’s integration?

Answer: Manipur held the first election based on universal adult franchise and was
integrated into India after the Maharaja signed the Merger agreement in 1949.

Reorganisation of States

After Partition and the integration of Princely States, India faced the challenge of drawing
state boundaries that would reflect its linguistic and cultural diversity while maintaining
national unity.

Under British rule, state boundaries were based on administrative convenience or
territories controlled by the British or Princely States. These artificial divisions were rejected
by the national movement, which advocated for linguistic-based state formation.

The Congress adopted the linguistic principle after the 1920 Nagpur session, where states
were reorganised based on linguistic zones, not colonial administrative divisions.

After Independence, leaders feared that creating states on linguistic lines could lead to
disintegration and divert focus from social and economic challenges. This caused the
issue to be delayed, particularly due to unsettled issues with Princely states and the recent
memory of partition.



The demand for separate states based on language gained momentum in various
regions. The Telugu speaking areas of Madras province demanded a separate Andhra
state. The Vishalandhra movement led to protests, particularly after the death of Potti
Sriramulu, a Congress leader, following a 56-day fast. This sparked unrest and violent
protests in the Andhra region.

Due to the unrest, the central government finally announced the formation of Andhra
state in December 1952, which became the first state created on linguistic lines.

The success of Andhra spurred similar demands for linguistic states across India. In
response, the government set up the States Reorganisation Commission in 1953.

The Commission recommended that state boundaries be drawn along linguistic lines.

Based on the Commission’s recommendations, the States Reorganisation Act was passed
in 1956, leading to the creation of 14 states and 6 union territories.

Initially, there were concerns that linguistic states could foster separatism and weaken
national unity. However, under popular pressure, the leadership chose to accommodate
regional and linguistic demands, hoping it would reduce division and strengthen unity.

The creation of linguistic states was seen as more democratic, providing political
representation to various regional identities. It also opened the political path to people
beyond the English-speaking elite.

Despite initial fears, linguistic reorganisation did not lead to disintegration. Instead, it
strengthened national unity, highlighting the acceptance of India’s diversity and
associating democracy with the recognition of pluralism in ideas and ways of life.

Exam Questions



Ql: Why was the reorganisation of states on linguistic lines delayed after independence?

Answer: It was delayed due to fears of disintegration, unsettled issues with Princely states,
and the recent memory of Partition.

Q2: What was the significance of the formation of Andhra state?

Answer: Andhra was the first state created on linguistic lines, marking the acceptance of
linguistic identities in state formation.

Q3: How did the States Reorganisation Act of 1956 impact India?

Answer: It created 14 states and 6 union territories based on linguistic lines, strengthening
national unity and democracy.

Solved Examples

Example 1: Explain the three main challenges faced by India after independence.

Solution: The challenges were maintaining national unity amidst diversity, establishing a
democratic government with fundamental rights and universal suffrage, and ensuring
development and equality through welfare policies.

Example 2: Describe the process and challenges of integrating Hyderabad into India.

Solution: Hyderabad’s Nizam sought independence and resisted integration. A people’s
movement and the deployment of the Razakars caused unrest. The Indian government
sent the army in 1948, leading to Hyderabad’s accession after the Nizam surrendered.



Practice Set

Easy

1. What was the Two Nation Theory?
2. Who was the first Prime Minister of independent India?
3. What is universal suffrage?

Moderate

1. List the three main challenges faced by India after independence.
2. Explain the significance of the States Reorganisation Act of 1956.
3. Describe the impact of Partition on Indian society.

Challenging

1. Discuss the government’s approach to integrating the Princely States.

2. Analyze the reasons for the demand for linguistic states and the outcomes of the
States Reorganisation Commission.

3. Evaluate the consequences of Partition on India’s secular identity.

Answer Key

Easy

1. The Two Nation Theory stated that Hindus and Muslims were two separate nations,
leading to the creation of Pakistan.

2. Jawaharlal Nehru was the first Prime Minister of independent India.

3. Universal suffrage is the right of all adult citizens to vote regardless of gender, race,
wealth, or social status.



Moderate

1. Maintaining national unity, establishing democracy, and ensuring development and
equality.

2. The Act reorganised states on linguistic lines, creating 14 states and 6 union
territories, strengthening national unity and democracy.

3. Partition caused mass migration, violence, division of resources, and challenged
India’s secular identity.

Challenging

1. The government negotiated with rulers, used public will, offered regional autonomy,
and took strategic action to integrate states like Hyderabad and Manipur.

2. Demands arose from linguistic and cultural identities; the Commission
recommended linguistic boundaries, leading to the States Reorganisation Act and
stronger unity.

3. Partition created communal divides, but India adopted secularism to ensure equal
treatment of all religions, enshrined in the Constitution.

Quick Reference

¢ Partition: Division of British India into India and Pakistan in 1947.

¢ Princely States: Semi-autonomous regions under British paramountcy.

¢ Integration: Process of merging Princely States into India post-independence.

e States Reorganisation Act 1956: Law reorganising Indian states on linguistic lines.
e Secularism: Principle of equal treatment of all religions by the state.

¢ Universal Suffrage: Right of all adults to vote.

Glossary

Partition
The division of British India into two independent dominions, India and Pakistan, in
1947.



Princely States
Regions ruled by local monarchs under British suzerainty, with internal autonomy.
Mountbatten Plan
The plan for the partition of India and the transfer of power from British rule.
Razakars
A paramilitary volunteer force in Hyderabad that supported the Nizam and opposed
integration with India.
States Reorganisation Commission
A commission set up in 1953 to recommend the reorganisation of Indian states on
linguistic lines.
Secularism
The principle of separation of religion from the state, ensuring equal treatment of all
religions.
Universal Suffrage
The right of all adult citizens to vote in elections.

Year Event Significance
o India gains independence and Creation of India and Pakistan; massive
Partition occurs displacement and violence
1947- Integration of Princely States . , .
) Ensured political unity of India
48 begins
e Hyderabad integrated into India Prevented fragmentation and maintained
after police action territorial integrity
. . . Expanded Indian Union and democratic
1949 Manipur merged with India
governance
. First linguistic state, setting precedent for
1952 Formation of Andhra state L
reorganisation
o Reorganisation of states on linguistic lines,
1956 States Reorganisation Act passed

strengthening federalism



