
I Cannot Remember My Mother Summary

"I Cannot Remember My Mother" is a poignant poem by Rabindranath Tagore that

explores the theme of childhood memories and the subtle, lingering presence of a mother

in a child's life. The poem reflects the speaker's inability to recall his mother directly but

evokes her memory through sensory experiences such as songs, scents, and the stillness

of her gaze. The poem beautifully captures the emotional connection between a child and

mother, emphasizing how memories can be faint yet deeply felt.

Key Elements

Themes: Memory and childhood, maternal love, sensory recollection, emotional

connection.

Literary Devices: Imagery, symbolism, personification, sensory language.

Important Quotes: "a tune seems to hover over my playthings," "the scent of the

morning service in the temple comes to me as the scent of my mother," "the

stillness of my mother’s gaze on my face has spread all over the sky."

Textual Evidence and Explanation

The poem uses vivid imagery such as the "tune" that hovers over the child's playthings,

symbolizing the mother's presence through music. The scent of shiuli flowers and the

temple's morning service evoke the mother's memory through smell, a powerful sensory
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trigger. The stillness of the mother's gaze spreading over the sky symbolizes a protective

and omnipresent love.

Solved Example

Question: How does the poet use sensory imagery to evoke the memory of the mother?

Answer: The poet uses sensory imagery by describing a tune that hovers over the

child's playthings, the scent of shiuli flowers, and the smell of the temple's morning

service. These sensory details help the speaker recall the mother's presence indirectly,

showing how memories can be felt through senses even when the mother cannot be

directly remembered.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

What is the main theme of the poem "I Cannot Remember My Mother"?

List two sensory images used in the poem.

Level 2 – Moderate

Explain the significance of the "tune" mentioned in the poem.

How does the poet describe the mother's gaze?

Level 3 – Challenging

Analyze how the poem conveys the emotional bond between mother and child

despite the absence of direct memories.

Discuss the use of symbolism in the poem with examples.



Answer Key

The main theme is the subtle remembrance of a mother through sensory

experiences.

Sensory images include the tune over playthings and the scent of shiuli flowers.

The tune symbolizes the mother's presence through music and memory.

The mother's gaze is described as still and spreading over the sky, symbolizing

omnipresence and calm.

The poem conveys emotional bond through indirect memories and sensory triggers,

showing love beyond physical presence.

Symbolism includes the tune, the scent of flowers, and the sky representing the

mother's enduring presence.

Quick Reference

Theme: Memory, maternal love

Devices: Imagery, symbolism

Key lines: "a tune seems to hover over my playthings," "the scent of the morning

service in the temple," "the stillness of my mother’s gaze on my face"

Glossary

Sensory Imagery: Descriptions that appeal to the senses of sight, sound, smell,

touch, or taste.

Symbolism: Use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities.

Shiuli Flowers: A fragrant flower associated with autumn and often linked to

memories and emotions in Indian culture.

Childhood Memories and Maternal Relationship

This concept explores how childhood memories, especially those related to a mother,

shape a child's emotions and identity. The poem highlights that even when direct

memories are absent, sensory experiences like songs, scents, and sights can evoke a

mother's presence and influence a child's feelings deeply.



Key Elements

Emotional Influence: The mother’s presence is felt through comforting memories

that affect the child's emotions.

Memory Triggers: Music, scents, and visual imagery act as triggers for recalling

the mother.

Relationship Impact: The bond between mother and child is shown as enduring

and spiritual.

Textual Evidence and Explanation

The poem’s lines such as "a tune seems to hover over my playthings" and "the scent of

the morning service in the temple comes to me as the scent of my mother" illustrate how

sensory memories keep the mother’s presence alive in the child’s mind. The stillness of

the mother’s gaze spreading over the sky symbolizes a protective and watchful love that

transcends physical absence.

Solved Example

Question: How does the poem show the influence of a mother on a child's emotions?

Answer: The poem shows that even without direct memories, the child feels the

mother’s influence through sensory experiences like music and scent. These memories

comfort the child and create a lasting emotional bond, showing the mother’s deep impact

on the child’s feelings.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

What sensory experiences remind the child of the mother?



Why is the mother’s gaze described as spreading over the sky?

Level 2 – Moderate

Explain how the poem uses nature to symbolize the mother’s presence.

Describe the emotional tone of the poem.

Level 3 – Challenging

Discuss the spiritual aspect of the mother-child relationship as depicted in the poem.

Analyze the role of memory in shaping identity in the poem.

Answer Key

Sensory experiences include the tune, the scent of shiuli flowers, and the temple’s

morning service.

The mother’s gaze spreading over the sky symbolizes her protective and

omnipresent love.

Nature elements like flowers and sky symbolize the mother’s enduring presence.

The emotional tone is nostalgic, tender, and reflective.

The poem suggests a spiritual bond that transcends physical presence.

Memory shapes the child’s identity by keeping the mother’s influence alive.

Quick Reference

Memory triggers: music, scent, nature

Emotional tone: nostalgic, tender

Spiritual bond: enduring maternal love

Glossary



Nostalgia: A sentimental longing for the past.

Spiritual Bond: A deep, non-physical connection between individuals.

Memory Trigger: Something that causes a memory to be recalled.


